M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2006

By:

OCO~NOUITRAWNE

Representati ve Brown To: Education

HOUSE BI LL NO. 216

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 43-1-4, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO
ESTABLI SH THE M SSI SSI PPI  EARLY CHI LDHOOD EDUCATI ON | NCENTI VE
PROGRAM BY REQUI RI NG THE OFFI CE OF FAM LY AND CHI LDREN S SERVI CES
AND THE OFFI CE OF YOUTH SERVI CES W THI N THE DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN
SERVI CES TO DEVELOP AND | MPLEMENT A VOLUNTARY QUALI TY RATI NG
SYSTEM (QRS) FOR THE PURPCSE OF | MPROVI NG THE QUALITY OF ALL
LI CENSED EARLY CHI LDHOOD EDUCATI ON AND AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAMS AND
FAM LY CH LD CARE HOVE SETTINGS; TO REQUI RE THE OFFI CE OF FAM LY
AND CHI LDREN S SERVI CES AND THE OFFI CE OF YOUTH SERVI CES TO
DEVELOP AND ADM NI STER FUNDS TO CREATE CHI LD CARE RESOURCE AND
REFERRAL ( CCR&R) ACGENCI ES THROUGH A STATEW DE NETWORK | N
PARTNERSH P W TH COVMUNI TY COLLEGES, UNI VERSI TI ES AND/ OR
NON- PROFI T COVWUNI TY ENTI TI ES; TO REQUI RE THE M SSI SSI PP
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON TO DEVELOP AND | MPLEMENT A TEACHER WAGE
| NCENTI VE PROGRAM AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 43-1-4, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

43-1-4. The Departnent of Human Services shall have the
foll ow ng powers and duties:

(a) To provide basic services and assi stance statew de
to needy and di sadvant aged i ndividuals and fam i es.

(b) To pronote integration of the many services and
prograns within its jurisdiction at the client |evel thus
i mproving the efficiency and effectiveness of service delivery and
provi di ng easier access to clients.

(c) To develop a statew de conprehensive service
delivery plan in coordination with the Board of Health, the Board
of Mental Health, and the Departnent of Finance and
Adm ni stration. Such plan shall be devel oped and presented to the

Governor by January 1, 1990.
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(d) To enploy personnel and expend funds appropri ated
to the departnent to carry out the duties and responsibilities
assigned to the departnment by |aw.

(e) To fingerprint and performa crimnal history
record check on every enployee or volunteer (i) who has direct
access to clients of the departnent who are children or vul nerable
adults, or (ii) who are in a position of fiduciary responsibility.
Every such enpl oyee and vol unteer shall provide a valid current
soci al security nunber and/or driver's |icense nunber which shal
be furnished to conduct the crimnal history record check. |If no
disqualifying record is identified at the state |evel,
fingerprints shall be forwarded to the Federal Bureau of
I nvestigation for a national crimnal history record check.

(f) To establish the M ssissippi Early Chil dhood

Education Incentive Programby requiring the Ofice of Famly and

Children's Services and the Ofice of Youth Services to devel op

and inplenment a voluntary Quality Rating System (QRS) for the

purpose of inproving the quality of all licensed early chil dhood

education and after school prograns and famly child care hone

settings to be phased in over the next five (5) years begi nning

with October 1, 2006. The QRS criteria will be the basis for the

RS and shall address the foll ow ng conponents: program

standards, accountability, practitioner outreach, support and

traini ng, parent/consunmer education around quality early chil dhood

prograns, programincentives to increase quality and credentials

of teaching staff.

In addition, the Ofice of Famly and Children's Services and

the Ofice of Youth Services shall devel op and adm nister funds to

create Child Care Resource and Referral (CCR&R) agencies through a

statewi de network in partnership with community col | eges,

universities and/or non-profit community entities. The CCR&R

agencies shall: provide training to teachings specific to the QRS

criteria to enable early childhood programquality to i nprove as
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neasured by the QRS system offer parent education information and

training on what a quality early chil dhood program conpri ses and

how to identify one, assist parents in |locating child care

prograns that would neet the famly's needs with regard to hours

and days of operation, ages of children served, type of curricul um

used by the program and ot her pertinent data related to program

quality; and provide a site fromwhich nonitoring conponents of

the QRS could operate. This programshall begin July 1, 2006.

SECTION 2. The M ssissippi Departnent of Education shal

devel op and i npl enent a teacher wage incentive programto allow
participating early childhood prograns in the Quality Rating
System (QRS) to access funds to provide wage incentives to
teachers that nmke nationally recogni zed educati onal advancenents
inthe field per an increnental forrmula and criteria devel oped by
the departnent. This program shall begin Cctober 1, 2006.
SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.
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