M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2006

By: Representatives Brown, \Wathersby, Lott, To: Education
Mont gonery
HOUSE BI LL NO. 214
(As Sent to Governor)
1 AN ACT TO REQUI RE THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON TO DESI GN
2 CURRI CULUM CHO CES FOR STUDENTS WHO ARE | NTERESTED | N DI RECT ENTRY
3 I NTO THE WORKFORCE | MVEDI ATELY FOLLOW NG HI GH SCHOOL GRADUATI ON,
4 TO PROVI DE THAT NO LOCAL SCHOOL BOARD, SCHOOL SUPERI NTENDENT OR
5 SCHOOL PRINCIPAL SHALL PROHI BIT A TEACHER FROM DI SCUSSI NG AND
6 ANSWERI NG QUESTIONS ON THE ORIG N OF LIFE; TO CREATE A COWM SSI ON
7 TO STUDY THE EFFECTI VENESS AND EFFI Cl ENCY OF THE ADM NI STRATI ON OF
8 COLLEGE TU TI ON ASSI STANCE PROGRAMS ADM NI STERED BY THE
9 INSTITUTIONS OF H GHER LEARNI NG AND EVALUATE MERI T BASED COLLEGE
10 TUI TI ON ASSI STANCE PROGRAMS; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.
11 BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
12 SECTION 1. The State Departnent of Education shall design
13 curriculumchoices within the current requirenents for a high
14 school diplonma for students who are interested in direct entry
15 into the workforce imediately follow ng high school graduation.
16 It is the intent of the Legislature that the curriculumfor this
17 program be rigorous, neeting the requirenments based on research
18 outlining the skills needed for entry into the workforce. The
19 programshall conply with the federal No Child Left Behind Act.
20 The departnent shall design the programfor entering ninth graders
21 beginning with the 2007-2008 school year. The departnent shall
22 report to the Legislature on January 1, 2007, on its plan for the
23 program Students who choose the curricul umunder the program
24 will receive a standard dipl ona.
25 SECTION 2. Section 1 of this act shall be codified as a new
26 section in Chapter 3, Title 37, M ssissippi Code of 1972.
27 SECTION 3. No | ocal school board, school superintendent or
28 school principal shall prohibit a public school classroomteacher
29 fromdi scussing and answering questions fromi ndividual students
30 on the origin of life.
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SECTION 4. (1) There is created a comm ssion to study the

effectiveness and efficiency of the adm nistration of college
tuition assistance prograns adm ni stered by the Institutions of

H gher Learning. In addition, the comm ssion shall evaluate nerit
based coll ege tuition assistance prograns and establish procedures
and guidelines for inplenenting nerit based prograns.

The comm ssion shall nmake a report of its findings and
recommendations to the House and Senate Education Comm ttees and
to the House and Senate Universities and Col |l eges Committees by
Oct ober 1, 2006, including any recommended | egislation. Upon
submi ssion of its report to the Legislature the comm ssion shal
be di ssol ved.

(2) The comm ssion shall be conposed of the following five
(5) nenbers:

(a) A representative of the State Departnent of
Education, to be appointed by the State Superintendent of Public
Educat i on;

(b) A representative fromthe Institutions of Hi gher
Learning, to be appointed by the comm ssioner;

(c) A representative fromthe State Board for Conmunity
and Juni or Coll eges, to be appointed by the executive director;

(d) A representative fromthe M ssissippi Association
of | ndependent Col |l eges appointed by the President of the
M ssi ssi ppi Associ ati on of I ndependent Coll eges; and

(e) The State Treasurer, or his designee.

(3) Appointnents shall be nade within thirty (30) days after
the effective date of this act. The comm ssion shall hold its
first neeting before July 15, 2006.

(4) Menbers of the conm ssion nay not be conpensated for the
performance of their duties. Any incidental costs associated with
conducting the study shall be paid by the State Departnent of

Educati on.
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(5) To effectuate the purposes of this section, any
departnent, division, board, bureau, conmm ssion or agency of the
state or of any political subdivision thereof shall, at the
request of the chairperson of the task force, provide to the
conmmi ssion such facilities, assistance and data as will enable the
comm ssion to properly carry out its duties.

SECTION 5. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.
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