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Representative Hol | and To: Apportionment and
El ections

HOUSE BI LL NO. 201

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 23-15-605, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972,
TO AUTHORI ZE A RUNCFF ELECTI ON WHERE TWO OR MORE CANDI DATES FOR
ANY DI STRI CT OFFI CE WHERE THE DI STRICT IS COVWOSED OF TWO OR MORE
COUNTI ES, STANDI NG HI GHEST ON THE LI ST, AND NOT ELECTED, HAVE AN
EQUAL NUMBER OF VOTES; TO AMEND SECTI ON 23-15-611, M SSI SSI PP
CODE OF 1972, TO AUTHORI ZE A RUNOFF ELECTI ON WHERE TWO OR MORE OF
THE CANDI DATES IN MUNI Cl PAL ELECTI ONS RECEI VI NG THE H GHEST NUMBER
OF VOTES SHALL HAVE RECEI VED AN EQUAL NUMBER OF VOTES; AND FOR
RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 23-15-605, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

23-15-605. The Secretary of State, imediately after
receiving the returns of an election, not |onger than thirty (30)
days after the election, shall sumup the whol e nunber of votes
gi ven for each candi date other than candidates for state offices,
| egi sl ative offices conposed of one (1) county or |ess, county
of fices and county district offices, according to the statenents
of the votes certified to himand ascertain the person or persons
having the | argest nunber of votes for each office, and declare
such person or persons to be duly elected; and thereupon al
persons chosen to any office at the election shall be comm ssioned
by the Governor; but if it appears that two (2) or nore candi dates
for any district office where the district is conposed of two (2)
or nore counties, standing highest on the list, and not el ected,

have an equal nunber of votes, then a runoff election shall be

held two (2) weeks after such el ection and the candi date who | eads

in such runoff shall be elected to the office. | f such runoff

el ection results in the two (2) candi dates havi ng an equal nunber

of votes, a second runoff shall be held two (2) weeks after the
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first runoff el ection. If the second runoff election results in

the two (2) candi dates having an equal nunber of votes, then the

el ection shall be deci ded between the candi dates havi ng an equal

nunber of votes by lot, fairly and publicly drawn, under the

direction of the Governor and Secretary of State.

SECTION 2. Section 23-15-611, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as fol |l ows:

23-15-611. (1) In nunicipal elections, managers of
el ections shall, imediately upon the closing of the polls, count
the ballots and ascertain the nunber of votes cast in each voting
preci nct for each of the candi dates or ball ot neasures and nmake a
return thereof to the municipal election commssioners. On the
day followi ng the election, the election conm ssioners shal
canvass the returns so received fromall voting precincts and
shall, within five (5) days after such election, deliver to each
person receiving the highest nunber of votes a certificate of
election. If it shall appear that any two (2) or nore of the
candi dat es receiving the highest nunber of votes shall have

recei ved an equal nunber of votes, then a runoff election shall be

held two (2) weeks after such el ection and the candi date who | eads

in such runoff shall be elected to the office. | f such runoff

el ection results in the two (2) candi dates havi ng an equal nunber

of votes, a second runoff shall be held two (2) weeks after the

first runoff el ection. If the second runoff election results in

the two (2) candi dates having an equal nunber of votes, then the

el ection shall be deci ded between the candi dates havi ng an equal

nunber of votes by lot, fairly and publicly drawn, under the

direction of the election conm ssioners with the aid of two (2) or

nore qualified electors of the nunicipality.

(2) Wthin five (5) days after any el ection, the mnunicipal
el ection conm ssioners shall transmt a statenent to the Secretary
of State certifying the nanme or nanes of the person or persons

el ected thereat, and such person or persons shall be issued
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comm ssions by the Governor. The statenent shall al so include
vote totals for each candidate for each office and vote totals for
and agai nst ballot neasures, if any, including the vote totals for
each candidate a ballot neasure in each precinct in the
muni ci pality.

(3) The statenents required by this subsection shall contain
a certification, signed and dated by a majority of the municipal
el ection comm ssioners, which shall read as foll ows:

"W, the undersigned nunicipal election comm ssioners,
do hereby certify that this statenent contains the official
vote for the election reflected therein."

(4) The statenents required by this section shall be
transmtted to the Secretary of State on such fornms and by such
nmet hods as may be required by rules and regul ati ons promnul gated by
the Secretary of State.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2006.
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