M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2006

By: Representatives Stringer, Cunmm ngs, To: County Affairs;
Sul I'i van, Montgonery, Fornby Appropriations
HOUSE BI LL NO 191

1 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 17-23-1, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO

2 AUTHORI ZE AN ElI GHTH ROUND OF FI RE TRUCKS FOR COUNTI ES AND

3 MJINI Cl PALI TI ES UNDER THE RURAL FI RE TRUCK ACQUI SI TI ON ASSI STANCE

4 PROGRAM AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

5 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

6 SECTION 1. Section 17-23-1, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

7 anended as follows:

8 17-23-1. (1) There is established a rural fire truck

9 acquisition assistance programto be adm nistered by the

10 Departnment of Insurance for the purpose of assisting counties and
11 nmunicipalities in the acquisition of fire trucks.

12 (2) There is created in the State Treasury a special fund to
13 be designated as the "Rural Fire Truck Fund." The Legislature may
14 appropriate that amount necessary to fulfill the obligations

15 created under this section by the Departnment of |nsurance, from
16 the State General Fund to such special fund, which sum shall be

17 added to the remainder of the noney transferred on July 1, 1995,
18 and during the 1996 Regul ar Session to the Rural Fire Truck Fund.
19 Unexpended anounts renmaining in the fund at the end of a fiscal

20 year shall not lapse into the State General Fund, and any interest
21 earned on amounts in the fund shall be deposited to the credit of
22 the fund. Unobligated ambunts remaining in the Rural Fire Truck
23 Fund, Fund No. 3507, or in Fund No. 3508, or in Fund No. 3504, or
24 in any fund created for funds appropriated or otherw se nade

25 available for this program nay be used as natching funds by any
26 county with remaining eligibility as provided herein. 1[It is the
27 intent of the Legislature that the Departnent of |nsurance
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continue to accept applications fromthe counties for fire trucks
as provided in subsection (3) of this section.
(3) (a) A county that neets the requirenents provided

herein may receive an anount not to exceed Four Hundred Forty

Thousand Dol | ars ($440, 000. 00) as provided in subparagraphs (i),

(ii), (iii), (iv), (v), (vi), (vii) and (viii) of this paragraph,

and such anount shall be divided as follows: An anpbunt of not
nore than Fifty Thousand Dol |l ars ($50, 000.00) per fire truck for
the first six (6) trucks and not nore than Seventy Thousand

Dol lars ($70,000.00) per fire truck for the seventh and eighth

trucks. Monies distributed under this chapter shall be expended
only for the purchase of new fire trucks and such trucks nust neet
the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) standards in the
1900 seri es.

(i) Any county that has not applied for a fire
truck under this section is eligible to submt applications for
eight (8) fire trucks as follows: six (6) fire trucks at not nore
than Fifty Thousand Dol |l ars ($50, 000.00) per truck and two (2)
fire trucks at not nore than Seventy Thousand Dol lars ($70, 000. 00)
per truck or a total of Four Hundred Forty Thousand Dol |l ars

($440, 000. 00) .

(ii1) Any county that has received one (1) fire
truck under this section is eligible to submt applications for
seven (7) fire trucks as follows: five (5) fire trucks at not
more than Fifty Thousand Dol lars ($50,000.00) per truck and two
(2) fire trucks at not nore than Seventy Thousand Dol | ars

($70, 000.00) per truck or a total of Three Hundred Ni nety Thousand

Dol [ ars ($390, 000. 00).

(ti1) Any county that has received two (2) fire
trucks under this section is eligible to submt an application for
six (6) fire trucks as follows: four (4) fire trucks at not nore
than Fifty Thousand Dol |l ars ($50, 000.00) per truck and two (2)

fire trucks at not nore than Seventy Thousand Dol lars ($70, 000. 00)
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per truck or a total of not nore than Three Hundred Forty Thousand

Dol [ ars ($340, 000. 00).

(iv) Any county that has received three (3) fire
trucks under this section is eligible to submt an application for
five (5) fire trucks as follows: three (3) fire trucks at not
more than Fifty Thousand Dol lars ($50,000.00) per truck and two
(2) fire trucks at not nore than Seventy Thousand Dol | ars

($70,000.00) per truck or a total of not nore than Two Hundred

Ni nety Thousand Dol | ars ($290, 000. 00) .

(v) Any county that has received four (4) fire
trucks under this section is eligible to submt an application for
four (4) fire trucks as follows: two (2) fire trucks at not nore
than Fifty Thousand Dol |l ars ($50, 000.00) per truck and two (2)
fire trucks at not nore than Seventy Thousand Dol lars ($70, 000. 00)

per truck or a total of not nore than Two Hundred Forty Thousand

Dol | ars ($240, 000. 00) .

(vi) Any county that has received five (5) fire
trucks under this section is eligible to submt an application for
three (3) fire trucks as follows: one (1) fire truck at not nore
than Fifty Thousand Dol |l ars ($50, 000.00) per truck and two (2)
fire trucks at not nore than Seventy Thousand Dol lars ($70, 000. 00)

per truck or a total of not nore than One Hundred N nety Thousand

Dol [ ars ($190, 000. 00).

(vii) Any county that has received six (6) fire
trucks under this section is eligible to submt an application for
two (2) fire trucks at not nore than Seventy Thousand Dol l ars

($70,000.00) per truck or a total of not nore than One Hundred

Forty Thousand Dol l ars ($140, 000. 00).

(viii) Any county that has received seven (7) fire

trucks under this section is eligible to submt an application for

one (1) fire truck at not nore than Seventy Thousand Dol | ars

($70, 000. 00).

H B. No. 191 *HRO3/R479*
06/ HRO3/ R479
PAGE 3 (RR\LH



93

94

95

96

97

98

99
100
101
102
103
104
105
106
107
108
109
110
111
112
113
114
115
116
117
118
119
120
121
122
123
124
125

(b) The board of supervisors of the county shall submt
its request for the receipt of nonies to the Departnent of
I nsurance. A commttee conposed of the Conm ssioner of |nsurance,
the State Fire Coordinator, the Director of the Rating Bureau and
the Director of the State Fire Acadeny shall review the requests
by the boards of supervisors and shall determ ne whet her the
county or nmunicipality for which the board of supervisors has
requested a truck neets the requirenents of eligibility under this
chapter.

(c) To be eligible to receive nonies under this
chapter:

(i) A county or nmunicipality nmust pledge to set
asi de or dedicate each year as matching funds, for a period not to
extend over ten (10) years, local funds in an anount equal to or
not | ess than one-tenth (1/10) of the ampunt of nonies for which
it is requesting distribution fromthe Rural Fire Truck Fund,
whi ch pl edged nonies may be derived fromlocal ad val oremtax
aut hori zed by law or fromany other funds available to the county
or nmunicipality, except for those funds received by nunicipalities
or counties fromthe Municipal Fire Protection Fund or the County
Vol unteer Fire Departnent Fund, as defined in Sections 83-1-37 and
83- 1- 39.

(i) A nunicipality nust provi de adequate
docunentation of its contract with the county that requires the
muni cipality to provide fire protection in rural areas. The term
"rural areas" neans any area within the county |ocated outside the
boundaries of an incorporated nunicipality or any incorporated
municipality with a popul ation of two thousand five hundred
(2,500) or I|ess.

(d) The Departnent of Insurance shall maintain an
accurate record of all nonies distributed to counties and
muni cipalities and the nunber of fire trucks purchased and the

cost for each fire truck, such records to be kept separate from
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ot her records of the Departnent of |Insurance; notify counties and
municipalities of the rural fire truck acquisition assistance
program and the requirenments for themto becone eligible to
participate; adopt and promul gate such rules and regul ations as
may be necessary and desirable to inplenent the provisions of this
chapter; and file with the Legislature a report detailing how
noni es made avail abl e under this chapter were distributed and
spent during the preceding portion of the fiscal year in each
county and nunicipality, the nunber of fire trucks purchased, the
counties and nunicipalities nmaking such purchases and the cost of
each fire truck purchased.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2006.
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