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Representative Wi ttington To: Public Wilities

HOUSE BI LL NO. 185

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 33-15-19, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972,
TO AUTHORI ZE PUBLI C UTI LI TIES TO DEVELOP AND ENTER | NTO MJUTUAL Al D
AGREEMENTS W THI N THE STATE FOR RECI PROCAL EMERGENCY ASSI STANCE | N
CASES OF EMERGENCI ES OR DI SASTERS; TO AMEND SECTI ON 33-15-21,
M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO PROVI DE CERTAIN | MMUNITY TO PUBLI C
UTI LI TI ES VWH LE PERFORM NG SUCH ASSI STANCE; AND FOR RELATED
PURPGOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 33-15-19, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

33-15-19. (a) The governing body of a municipality or

county of the state or any public utility as defined in Section

77-3-3 is authorized to develop and enter into nutual aid
agreenents within the state for reciprocal energency nmanagenent
aid and assistance in case of disaster or energency too extensive
to be dealt with unassisted. Copies of the agreenments shall be
sent to the agency. Such arrangenents shall be consistent with
the state energency managenent plan and program and in tinme of
energency it shall be the duty of each |ocal energency managenent
organi zation to render assistance in accordance with the

provi sions of such nutual aid arrangenents.

(b) The Governor nay enter into conpacts with any state or
group of states if he or she finds that joint action with that
state or group of states is desirable in neeting comon
i nt ergovernnment al probl ens of energency nmanagenent planning or
energency prevention, mtigation, response and recovery.

SECTION 2. Section 33-15-21, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

anended as foll ows:
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33-15-21. (a) Neither the state nor any political

subdi vi sion thereof, nor other agencies, nor public utilities as

defined in Section 77-3-3, nor, except in cases of wllful

m sconduct, the agents, enployees, or representatives of any of

t hem engaged i n any energency managenent activities, while
conplying with or attenpting to conply with this article or any
rule or regulation pronul gated pursuant to the provisions of this
article, shall be liable for the death of or any injury to
persons, or damage to property, as a result of such activity. The
provisions of this section shall not affect the right of any
person to receive benefits to which he would ot herwi se be entitled
under this article, or under the worknen's conpensation |aw, or
under any pension |law, nor the right of any such person to receive
any benefits or conpensation under any act of Congress.

(b) Any person owning or controlling real estate or other
prem ses who voluntarily and wi thout conpensation grants a |license
or privilege, or otherwise permts the designation or use of the
whol e or any part or parts of such real estate or prem ses for the
pur pose of sheltering persons or providing assistance to persons
during or in recovery froman actual, inpending, nock or practice
attack or any man-nmade, technol ogi cal or natural disaster,
together with his successors in interest, if any, shall not be
civilly liable for negligently causing the death of, or injury to,
any person on or about such real estate or prem ses by virtue of
its use for energency nmanagenent purposes, or |oss of, or damage
to, the property of such person.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2006.
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