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Representative Fl em ng To: Conservation and Water
Resour ces

COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE
FOR
HOUSE BI LL NO. 123

AN ACT TO CREATE THE M SSI SSI PPl CLEAN | NDOOR Al R ACT; TO
PROVI DE DEFI NI TI ONS OF CERTAIN TERMS; TO PROH BI T SMOKI NG | N ALL
GOVERNMENT BUI LDI NGS | N THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI; TO PROVI DE THAT
ALL STATE, COUNTY AND MUNI Cl PAL LI CENSI NG OR REGULATORY AGENCI ES
SHALL ENFORCE THI S ACT; TO PROVI DE THAT A PERSON OR AN EMPLOYER
SHALL NOT DI SCHARGE, REFUSE TO H RE OR | N ANY MANNER RETALI ATE
AGAI NST ANY EMPLOYEE, APPLI CANT FOR EMPLOYMENT OR CUSTOVER BECAUSE
THAT PERSON EXERCI SES ANY RI GHT UNDER THI S ACT; AND FOR RELATED
PURPGOSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. This act shall be known and nay be cited as the

"M ssi ssippi Cean Indoor Air Act.”
SECTION 2. (1) The State of M ssissippi finds that numerous

studi es have found that tobacco snoke is a major contributor to
i ndoor air pollution, and that breathing secondhand snoke is a
cause of disease, including lung cancer, in nonsnokers. At
special risk are children, elderly people, individuals with
cardi ovascul ar di sease and individuals with inpaired respiratory
function, including asthmatics and those with obstructive airway
di sease.
(2) Health hazards induced by breathi ng secondhand snoke
i nclude lung cancer, heart disease, respiratory infection and
decreased respiratory function, including bronchoconstriction and
br onchospasm
(3) Accordingly, the State of M ssissippi finds and decl ares
that the purposes of this act are:
(a) To protect the public health and wel fare by
prohi biting snmoking in governnental buil dings;
(b) To guarantee the right of nonsnokers to breathe

snoke-free air in governnental buildings; and
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(c) To recognize that the need to breathe snoke-free
air shall have priority over the desire to snoke in governnenta
bui | di ngs.

SECTION 3. The follow ng words and phrases shall have the

meani ngs as defined in this section unless the context clearly
i ndi cates ot herw se:

(a) "Governnent building" nmeans any buil di ng owned,
rented, |eased, occupied or operated by any county, nunicipality
or any other political subdivision of the state; any public
aut hority, conmm ssion, agency or public benefit corporation; or
any other separate corporate instrunentality or unit of state or
| ocal governnment. The term "governnent buil di ng" does not include
state office buildings as defined in Section 29-5-161.

(b) "Snoking" nmeans inhaling, exhaling, burning,
carrying or otherw se possessing any lighted cigarette, cigar,
pi pe or any other object or device of any formthat contains
| i ghted tobacco or any ot her snoking product.

SECTION 4. Snoking is prohibited in all governnent buil di ngs

in the State of M ssissippi. However, any county, nunicipality or
any other political subdivision of the state; any public
authority, conmm ssion, agency or public benefit corporation or any
ot her separate corporate instrunentality or unit of state or | ocal
governnment nmay designate areas for snoking within a governnent
bui | di ng under the jurisdiction of that governing authority.

SECTION 5. (1) Every governnent building where snoking is

prohi bited by this act shall have posted at every entrance a
conspi cuous sign clearly stating that snoking is prohibited.

(2) Al ashtrays and ot her snoking paraphernalia shall be
removed from any area where snoking is prohibited by this act by

t he owner, operator, manager or other person having control of the

ar ea.
SECTION 6. (1) This act shall be enforced by all state,

county and municipal |icensing or regul atory agencies.
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(2) Any state, county or nunicipal |icensing or regulatory
agency nmay adopt all regulations necessary to enforce the
provi sions of this act.

SECTION 7. A person or enployer shall not discharge, refuse

to hire or in any manner retaliate agai nst any enpl oyee, applicant
for enpl oynent or custoner because the enployee, applicant or
custoner exercises any right to a snoke-free environnent afforded
by this act.

SECTION 8. This act shall not be interpreted or construed to

permt snoking where it is otherwi se restricted by ot her
applicabl e | aws.
SECTION 9. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.
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