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Representati ve Fl eni ng To: Education

HOUSE BI LL NO. 110

AN ACT TO CREATE A TASK FORCE TO BE KNOWN AS THE "M SSI SSI PP
AFTER- SCHOOL | NI TI ATI VE TASK FORCE" TO DEVELOP A PLAN TO ENSURE
QUALI TY AFTER- SCHOOL PROGRAMS FOR EVERY SCHOOL- AGE CHI LD I N THE
STATE OF M SSI SSI PPl ; AND FOR RELATED PURPGOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

VWHEREAS, current studies about what happens to unsupervised
children indicate that when |l eft alone, these children have higher
absentee rates at school, have |ower academ c test scores, exhibit
hi gher | evels of fear, stress, nightmares, |oneliness and boredom
are one and seven-tenths (1-7/10) tinmes nore likely to use al cohol
and are one and six-tenths (1-6/10) tinmes nore |ikely to snoke
cigarettes; and

VWHEREAS, recent data shows that in several comunities
t hroughout the United States, the violent juvenile crine rate
soars in the hours immediately after the school bell rings and
children are nost likely to be victins of a violent crine
commtted by a nonfam |y nenber between 2:00 p.m and 6:00 p.m;
and

VWHEREAS, research indicates that children who attend high
qual ity after-school prograns have better peer relations,
enotional adjustnent, conflict resolution skills, grades and
conduct in school conpared to their peers who are not in
after-school prograns; and

VWHEREAS, children who attend after-school prograns spend nore
time in | earning opportunities, academ c activities and enrichnent
activities and spend less tinme watching television than their

peers; and
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VWHEREAS, in one (1) study, children who attended an
after-school program m ssed fewer days of school, had better
homewor k conpl etion, better school behavior and hi gher test
scores; and

VWHEREAS, polls show that ninety-two percent (92% of
Aneri cans believe there should be organized activities for
children and teens during after-school hours; and

VWHEREAS, polls show that seventy-five percent (75% of
Anmericans are ready to either pay nore taxes or to forego a tax
cut to provide children wth good early chil dhood devel opnent
progranms and quality after-school prograns; and

VWHEREAS, as working parents can attest, child care concerns
are not over once children are old enough to go to school: a
parent who is enployed full time can be away from hone an average
of two thousand four hundred (2,400) hours a year, and children
spend less than half of that time in school; if their children
participate in a quality school -age care program or anot her
organi zed out-of-school tine activity, parents can rest easy
because they know that their children are safe and supervi sed;
NOW THEREFORE,

SECTION 1. (1) There is created a task force to be known as

the "M ssissippi After-School Initiative Task Force" to develop a
plan to ensure quality after-school programs for every school -age
child in the State of Mssissippi. The task force shall make a
report of its findings and recommendations to the Legislature by
Decenber 1, 2006, including any reconmended | egi sl ation.

(2) The nmenbers of the task force should represent several
di verse areas including, but not limted to, violence prevention,
parents, park districts, special need popul ations, private
foundations, civic and cultural organizations, comunity-based
yout h service providers, |aw enforcenment, education, |ocal
vol untary organi zations, faith-based communities, health, research

institutions, child and youth advocacy, al cohol, tobacco and
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subst ance abuse prevention and nental health. The task force
shal |l be conposed of the follow ng seventeen (17) nenbers:

(a) The State Superintendent of Public Education;

(b) The Executive Director of the Departnment of Human
Servi ces;

(c) The Executive Oficer of the State Departnent of
Heal t h;

(d) The Chairman of the House of Representatives
Education Conmi ttee;

(e) The Chairman of the Senate Education Commttee; and

(f) Four (4) persons fromeach of the three (3) Suprene
Court districts to be appointed by the Governor, for a total of
twel ve (12) nenbers;

(3) Appointnents shall be nade within thirty (30) days after
the effective date of this act, and, within fifteen (15) days
thereafter on a day to be designated by the Governor, the task
force shall neet and organi ze.

(4) The task force shall make an assessnent of the
after-school services in this state, including identification of
the nunber of children and youth served in after-school prograns;
identification of the various funding progranms currently
supporting after-school prograns; and the devel opnent of a plan
for coordinating after-school services and for achieving a goal of
provi di ng after-school services for every school-age child in the
State of M ssissippi.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2006.
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