M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2006

By: Representative Broonfield To: Transportation

HOUSE BI LL NO. 89

1 AN ACT TO PROH BI T THE USE OF CELLULAR TELEPHONES VWH LE

2 OPERATI NG A MOTOR VEH CLE W THOUT USI NG HANDS- FREE ACCESSORI ES; TO
3 PROVI DE PENALTI ES FOR VI OLATI ONS; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

4 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
5 SECTION 1. (1) It is unlawful for any person to use a

6 cellular tel ephone while operating a notor vehicle w thout using
7 hands-free accessories. The term "hands-free accessories," as

8 used in this section, nmeans a device or devices that allow a

9 vehicle operator to speak on a cellular phone w thout holding the
10 phone or sone part of the phone with his hands.

11 (2) The prohibitions of subsection (1) of this section shal
12 not apply to calls made solely to E911 and calls nade while the
13 vehicle is parked.

14 (3) Any person who violates the provisions of this section
15 shall be subject to the foll ow ng penalties:

16 (a) Upon conviction of a first offense, the person

17 shall be fined One Hundred Fifty Dollars ($150.00).

18 (b) Upon conviction of a second of fense, the offenses
19 being comritted within a three-year period, the person shall be
20 fined Three Hundred Dol lars ($300.00).
21 (c) Upon conviction of a third or subsequent offense,
22 the offenses being conmtted within a three-year period, the
23 person shall be fined Five Hundred Dol |l ars ($500.00), shall be
24 inprisoned for six (6) nmonths in the county jail and shall be
25 sentenced to conmunity service work for not less than ten (10)
26 days.
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27 SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from
28 and after July 1, 2006.
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