M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE FI FTH EXTRAORDI NARY SESSI ON 2005
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SENATE RESOLUTI ON NO. 4

A RESCLUTI ON COMMENDI NG THE LI FE OF RADI O HOST, GOSPEL
Pl ONEER AND CI VI C ACTI VI ST BRUCE PAYNE OF JACKSON, M SSI SSI PPI
AND EXPRESSI NG THE SYMPATHY OF THE SENATE.

VWHEREAS, |ongtine radi o host and gospel pioneer Bruce Payne,
age 75, di ed Wednesday, Cctober 2, 2005; and

VWHEREAS, M. Payne was a Vi cksburg native born on Septenber
7, 1930; he was one of the first black radi o announcers in the
state. He was Director of Public Affairs and Journalist for radio
stations WOAD and WIM in Jackson, M ssissippi, and was known as
"the Dean" of gospel nusic; and

VWHEREAS, with a career that spanned nore than 50 years, Payne
wor ked at Jackson stations such as WOAD and WZRX- 1590 AM  He was
al so a radio host in Al abama and Louisiana. His |ongest stint was
at the bl ack-operated WOKJ in Jackson, M ssissippi, from1961 to
1988, where anong ot her jobs, he served as a news reporter
covering civil rights activities in the 1960s; and

VWHEREAS, Payne al so worked as a nusic pronoter in the 1960s
and 1970s, bringing the likes of The Staple Singers to town. 1In
honor of his nusic pronotion career, the annual Jackson Misic
Awards wi Il menorialize Payne with the Statew de Announcer Award,
which will be attached to the award's title; and

VWHEREAS, his education began at St. Mary's Catholic High
School in Vicksburg, M ssissippi, where he graduated in 1948. He
attended Mles College in Birm ngham Al abana, where he received a
B.S. degree in Business Admnistration in 1960. He has done

further study at Bel haven Col |l ege. He received an Honorary
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Doctorate of Humanities degree from MKinl ey Theol ogi cal Sem nary
in 1977; and

VWHEREAS, M. Payne was a nenber of the Pratt Menorial United
Met hodi st Church in Jackson, M ssissippi, where he served as
Chairman of the Trustee Board, and Secretary of the Mthodist Men.
He was a Mason, Shriner, Secretary of the Independent Progressive
Cl ub, NAACP, El ks, charter nmenber of the Jackson Busi ness League,
nmenber of Al pha Phi Al pha Fraternity, Inc., Salt & Pepper d ub,
and a board nenber of the Jackson Advocate, the Urban League and
the Capitol Boys C ub; and

WHEREAS, M. Payne's awards include: Anerican Legion
Di stingui shed Service, Shriners Certificate of Merit, VFW
Di stingui shed and Meritorious Awards, National Business League
Award for Qutstanding Service and a Certificate of Appreciation
from Governor WlliamWaller in 1975. He received the Tougal oo
Col | ege Di stinguished Service Award in 1983, and in 1984, was
honored with an award in his nane: The Bruce Payne Journalism
Award. He has received the WOKJ Enpl oyee of the Year Award &
CGospel Disc Jockey of the Year Award three tines at the Gospel
Musi ¢ Awards. Hi s nost recent awards include: United Negro
Col | ege Fund "Beautiful People Award,"” and the United Negro
Col | ege Fund Vol unteer Service Award. |In 1988, he received an
award for continuous conmunity invol venent on behal f of ol der
citizens given by the M ssissippi Council on Aging; and

VWHEREAS, Payne is survived by his wife, Vivian Thonpson Payne
and three children, Shannon, Charles and Charita; and

WHEREAS, it is with sadness that we note the passing of this
respected citizen and community | eader:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, That we do hereby conmmend the life of radi o host,
gospel music pioneer and civic activist Bruce Payne of Vicksburg,
M ssi ssi ppi, and express the synpathy of the Senate on his
passi ng.
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60 BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to
61 the surviving famly of Bruce Payne and be nade available to the

62 Capitol Press Corps.
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