M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE FI FTH EXTRAORDI NARY SESSI ON 2005
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By: Senator(s) Carnichael, To: Rules
Mettetal, King, Kirby,
Browni ng, Butl er, Chaney,

Cl arke, Cuevas, Dawkins,
Dearing, Flowers, Frazier,
Gol l ott, Harden, Hewes,
Hyde- Sm th, Jackson (11th),
Jackson (15th), Jackson
(32nd), Jordan, Lee (35th),
Lee (47th), Little, Mffatt,
Mor gan, Posey, Robertson,
Ross, Thanes, Thomas, Wite,
W | enon

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 508

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON COMMENDI NG THE HERO C ACTI ON OF
M SSI SSI PPl STATE GUARD CORPORAL VI NCENT B. KENNEDY DURI NG
HURRI CANE KATRI NA, AND EXPRESSI NG THE CONGRATULATI ONS OF THE
LEG SLATURE FOR HI S RECEI PT OF THE M SSI SSI PPl MAGNOLI A CROSS
VEDAL.

VWHEREAS, M ssissippi State Guard Corporal Vincent B. Kennedy
has been reconmended for the M ssissippi Magnolia Cross Medal by
hi s commandi ng of ficer, Brigadier CGeneral Thomas Logue; and

VWHEREAS, Corporal Kennedy di stingui shed hi nsel f on August 29,
2005, by saving the Iife of M. Thomas Mirphy, of Pascagoul a,

M ssi ssippi, while placing his owmn life in nortal peril; and

VWHEREAS, while assigned to the 402nd Mlitary Police
Battalion, Mssissippi State Guard and on a mlitary police detai
provi ding security for the Moss Point Hi gh School shelter during
Hurricane Katrina, Corporal Kennedy was notified that M. Mirphy
had succunbed to an asthnma attack and did not have his nedications
at the shelter. After searching the shelter for any other source
of nmedication for M. Mirphy, Corporal Kennedy took it upon
hinsel f to evacuate M. Miurphy fromthe shelter in hopes of
finding a route to the | ocal nedical center to obtain nedical
attention. These actions occurred during the onset of hurricane
force winds and rising waters. Corporal Kennedy tried several
routes out of Mdss Point until his vehicle succunbed to rising
waters. Wth his vehicle stalled in continuously rising water,
Cor poral Kennedy and a Departnent of Human Servi ces enpl oyee, who
had acconmpani ed himon this m ssion, got M. Mirphy out of the

vehicle and into a boat that was brought along side of his vehicle

S. C R No. 508 *SS01/R57* N1/ 2
055E/ SS01/ R57
PAGE 1



28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57

by a civilian. The waters at this point were at Corporal
Kennedy's chest and rising, and despite the fact that Corporal
Kennedy has a | ower | eg anputation and wears a prosthetic device,
he successfully renoved M. Mirphy fromthe vehicle and to safety.
After reaching dry ground, Corporal Kennedy then checked at
several residences and eventually found an asthma inhaler. After
adm nistering the inhaler to M. Mirphy, the party returned by
another route to the shelter where M. Mirphy was able to wait out
the stormprior to Medivac due to the adm nistration of the
i nhal er procured during the m ssion; and

VWHEREAS, Cor poral Kennedy continued to be an active part of
his units' ongoi ng m ssions despite grievous personal injury to
his prosthetic | eg sustained during his efforts to save M.
Murphy. His selfless actions and disregard for personal safety
were directly related to the preservation of M. Mirphy's life;
and

VWHEREAS, it is with great pride and humlity that we
recogni ze the heroic action of this great Anmerican and
M ssi ssippian, who is the guardian of civilization as we know it
t oday:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby conmmend the heroic action of Mssissippi State Guard
Corporal Vincent B. Kennedy during the landfall of Hurricane
Katrina, and express the congratul ati ons of the Legi slature upon
his recei pt of the M ssissippi Magnolia Cross Medal.

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to
Corporal Vincent B. Kennedy and his famly, be forwarded to
Bri gadi er General Thomas O. Logue, and be nade available to the

Capi tol Press Corps.
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