M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE FI FTH EXTRAORDI NARY SESSI ON 2005

By: Senator(s) Dawkins, Walls, To: Rules
Jackson (11th), Jordan

W I lianmson, Thomas, Butler,

Si mmons, Hor hn, Turner, Collott,

Cuevas, Lee (47th), Bryan,

Har den, Jackson (32nd)

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 507

1 A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON URG NG UNI TED STATES PRESI DENT BUSH

2 TO RESCIND H' S SEPTEMBER 8, 2005, PROCLANMATI ON WHI CH SUSPENDED THE
3 APPLI CATI ON OF THE DAVI S- BACON " PREVAI LI NG WAGE" ACT | N AREAS

4 AFFECTED BY HURRI CANE KATRI NA.

5 VWHEREAS, the Gul f Coast of Al abama, Louisiana, M ssissipp

6 and Texas has experienced tragi c and unprecedented danage as a

7 result of Hurricanes Katrina and Rita. The cleanup and rebuil di ng
8 efforts will be sone of the nost anmbitious in our nation's

9 history; and

10 WHEREAS, a large part of the efforts to rebuild and restore
11 the Gulf Coast will be undertaken by the federal government. To
12 date, Congress has already authorized $262.3 Billion and that

13 figure is only expected to increase. It is anticipated that

14 contracts spawned by the reconstruction efforts will provide

15 enploynent for several thousand people, nmany of whomare trying to
16 rebuild their own lives in the wake of this disaster; and

17 VWHEREAS, in 1931, Congress enacted the Davis-Bacon Act to

18 provide wage protection to workers who are enpl oyed by contractors
19 using federal tax dollars. |Its purpose is to insure that workers
20 earn a fair living for their famlies; and
21 VWHEREAS, the Davi s-Bacon Act, (Chapter 31 of Title 40, United
22 States Code), also known as the prevailing wage | aw, was enacted
23 by Congress in 1931. Section 3142(b) provides that m ni nrum wages
24 in federal construction contracts "shall be based on the wages the
25 Secretary of Labor determnes to be prevailing for the
26 correspondi ng cl asses of |aborers and mechani cs enpl oyed on
27 project of a character simlar to the contract work in the civil
28 subdivision of the state in which the work is to be perforned.”
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Section 3147 allows the President to suspend the provisions of the
Davi s- Bacon Act during a "national energency;" and

VWHEREAS, on Septenber 8, 2005, President Bush issued a
procl amati on suspendi ng the prevailing wage provision of the
Davi s-Bacon Act for the rebuilding of the Gulf Coast. In issuing
the proclamation, President Bush stated that the prevailing wage
provi sion would "increase the cost to the federal governnent of
provi di ng federal assistance to these areas,"” and that suspension
of the act "will permt the enploynent of thousands of additi onal
i ndi vi dual s;" and

VWHEREAS, the problemw th the President's reasoning is that
it is sinply not based on fact. The reason is sinple. Wen you
pay hi gher wages, you attract nore experienced and skilled |abor,
t hereby increasing productivity and decreasing injury and | ost
time on the job; and

VWHEREAS, the nore devastating effect of suspending the
Davi s-Bacon Act will be the driving down of wages for al
construction contracts both public and private in the area for
years to cone. This will have a negative effect on | oca
econom es, long after the rebuilding has been conpl et ed.
Prevailing wages in the effected area are already bel ow t he
nati onal average; and

VWHEREAS, the President's action is in the wong direction,
particularly at a tinme when we should all be com ng together to
hel p rebuild not only the bricks and nortar, but also the lives
and famlies of the Gulf Coast:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby urge United States President George W Bush to
rescind his Septenber 8, 2005, proclanation which suspended the
application of the Davis-Bacon "Prevailing Wage" Act in areas
affected by Hurricane Katrina, which includes counties and

communities along and adjacent to the Mssissippi Gulf Coast. In
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the alternative, we urge the United States Congress to exercise
its legislative prerogative to enact legislation requiring the
prevailing wage in those areas affected by Hurricane Katrina,
t hereby superceding the President's executive procl amati on.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be forwarded to
United States President George W Bush, nenbers of the M ssissipp

congressi onal del egati on and be nmade avail able to the Capitol

Press Corps.
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