M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE FI FTH EXTRAORDI NARY SESSI ON 2005
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By: Senator(s) Chaney, To: Rules
King, Al britton, Brown,
Browni ng, Burton, Butler,
Carm chael , O arke, Dawki ns,
Dearing, Frazier, Gollott,
Har den, Hewes, Hyde-Smth,
Jackson (11th), Jackson
(15th), Jordan, Kirby, Lee
(35th), Lee (47th), Little,
Mettetal, Moffatt, Morgan,
Nunnel ee, Pi ckering, Posey,
Ross, Thanes, Thomas,

Tol lison, Walls, Wite,

Wl enmon, WIIlianson

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 504

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON URA NG THE UNI TED STATES CONGRESS TO
PROVI DE FI NANCI AL ASSI STANCE TO THE PUBLI C SCHOCL DI STRICTS I N
M SSI SSI PPl THAT WERE SERI QUSLY AFFECTED BY HURRI CANE KATRI NA

VWHEREAS, the public school districts |ocated on the
M ssi ssippi @Gulf Coast and in the other geographical areas of the
State of M ssissippi declared a federal disaster area due to the
unpr ecedent ed danage of Hurricane Katrina are facing an
unprecedented | oss of |ocal revenue; and

VWHEREAS, the enormity of the loss in |ocal revenue due to the
decrease in assessed property, ad valoremtax valuation and
decreased tax receipts will affect these public school districts
and negatively inpact the quality of education provided to
M ssi ssi ppi children for several years; and

WHEREAS, it will be difficult for the state to make up this
| oss to the | ocal school districts, particularly in |Iight of
continued requests to increase and maintain its contributions to
public school districts through 100% fundi ng of the adequate
education program and

VWHEREAS, bankers, investors and insurance executives continue
to be concerned about the ability of |ocal governnents and school
districts affected by this hurricane to pay their outstanding
| ong-term debt; and

WHEREAS, the M ssissippi Departnent of Education has
submtted a plan of assistance to the United States Secretary of

Educati on and nenbers of Congress, and the M ssissippi Legislature
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requests that federal financial assistance be provided for a
four-year period:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we respectfully request that the | eadership and nenbers of the
United States Congress take whatever actions necessary to adopt
neasures that wll provide nuch needed federal financial
assistance to public school districts in Mssissippi to offset the
| oss of | ocal revenue needed to provide quality education to
M ssi ssippi children inpacted by Hurricane Katri na.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be forwarded to
the President of the United States, the Secretary of the United
States O fice of Education, nmenbers of the M ssissipp
congressi onal delegation and the State Board of Education, and be

make avail able to the Capitol Press Corps.
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