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By: Senator(s) Little, To: Rules
Al britton, Brown, Browning,
Burton, Butler, Carm chael,
Chaney, C arke, Davis,
Dawki ns, Dearing, Flowers,
Frazier, Collott, Harden,
Hewes, Hyde-Smith, Jackson
(15th), Jackson (11th),
Jordan, King, Kirby, Lee
(35th), Lee (47th),
Mettetal, Moffatt, Morgan,
Nunnel ee, Pi ckering, Posey,
Robertson, Ross, Thanes,
Thomas, Tollison, Wlls,
VWiite, Wlenmon, WIIianson

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 501

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON EXTENDI NG SYMPATHY AND PRAYERS TO THE
PEOPLE, COWUNI TI ES AND COUNTI ES RAVAGED BY THE HURRI CANE
"KATRI NA" DI SASTER AND OFFERI NG ALL Al D AT OUR DI SPOSAL.

VWHEREAS, on Monday, August 29, 2005, Hurricane Katrina, a
Cat egory Four Hurricane, crashed with unrelenting and vi ol ent
force onto the entire Mssissippi @Gulf Coast, making |andfall at
or around Wavel and, M ssissippi. |In one day, the worst natural
di saster in our history struck us a grievous blow, |eaving a
90-m |l e swath of destruction along the coast and causing severe
damage t hroughout central and north M ssissippi; and

VWHEREAS, from Wavel and as far east as Pascagoula, virtually
all of the honmes and property on the beach and inland for several
bl ocks were destroyed or severely danaged, wi ped away into a sea
of debris, with cargo containers and casi nos pushed across Hi ghway
90; and

VWHEREAS, this hurricane was far nore than a calamty for the
coast. There is major danage throughout Pearl River, Jones,
Forrest, Lamar, Marion, VWalthall, Pike, Jefferson Davis, Law ence,
St one and ot her south and central M ssissippi counties as the
awesone strength of the hurricane cane inland and destroyed
t housands of hones, churches, schools, public buildings, and
comrercial and industrial facilities; and

VWHEREAS, the initial response was to try to save lives on the
coast. The M ssissippi National Guard, |ocal |aw enforcenent

authorities, Mssissippi Department of Transportation repair
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crews, and M ssissippi Departnent of WIldlife, Fisheries and Parks
officers assisted to cut their way into the coast counties with
search and rescue and security. Since then, thousands of relief
wor kers fromthe Red Cross, FEMA, utility crews, the U S. Coast
GQuard and out-of-state National Guard troops have rushed to hel p;
and

VWHEREAS, we quickly |l earned that the i mense power and size
of the hurricane had overwhel med the critical infrastructure of
the entire coast and south central Mssissippi. The electric
power system had been crushed, the tel ecomruni cati ons system was
smashed, roads and streets were out of service, there was no
runni ng water, and there was al nost nonexi stent comruni cati on.
Wth the serious i medi ate i ssues on the coast, there were nmany
counties north of the coast which needed simlar support and
assi stance. But these many brave volunteers stood fast at their
post of duty during the many hours of this ranpagi ng hol ocaust, to
of fer assistance to those in distress and for the protection of
property; and

VWHEREAS, we are heartened to find that many survivors' first
concern was hel ping friends and nei ghbors. This attitude brings
pride to the Legislature; and

VWHEREAS, we join with Governor Barbour in focusing attention
to the future. W are confident that in several nonths we wll
see a great surge in the confidence of our residents and in the
econony of the Mssissippi Gulf Coast, and that this is an
opportunity for a "renai ssance” with the assistance of business
| eaders and devel opers to set a vision for the recovery of our
great state:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby extend our nost heartfelt synpathy and sorrow to the
peopl e and conmunities of Hancock, Harrison, Jackson, Stone,

Lamar, Marion, Pearl River, Walthall, Forrest Counties and all of
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the other counties in M ssissippi aggrieved by the enbrace of
Hurricane Katrina.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Legislature of the State of
M ssissippi and the citizens of this state w sh those that were so
tragically affected to know that we do share their grief, anxiety
and anguish in their tine of great sorrow and econom c
devastation, and we do hereby pledge that we shall do all humanly
possible with all nmeans at our disposal to ease their | oss and
assist themto arise fromthe rubble and restore thensel ves and
their communities.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be forwarded to
the Mayors and Boards of Supervisors of all communities and
counties in the Hurricane Katrina disaster area and be nade

avai lable to the Capitol Press Corps.
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