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Senat or (s) Ross To: Appropriations

SENATE BI LL NO. 2025

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 33-15-313, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972,
TO REVI SE THE TERVMS UNDER WH CH ANY LOCAL AGENCY MAY APPLY FOR
CERTAI' N DI SASTER ASSI STANCE AND FUNDI NG AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 33-15-313, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

33-15-313. (1) Subject to the conditions specified in this
section, the director shall allocate funds fromthe trust fund to
neet the cost of any one or nore projects. The conpletion of al
or part of a project before application for funds under this
article shall not disqualify such project or any part thereof.

(2) To be eligible for state and/or federal funding, the
governi ng body of the |ocal agency nust declare a | ocal
energency * * * and forward such declaration to the Governor.

(3) A state or |ocal agency shall make application to the
director for state and/or federal financial assistance within
thirty (30) days after the date of the declaration of a ngjor
di saster or energency declared by the President or a state of
energency decl ared by the Governor; however, the director nmay
extend the tinme for such filing, but only under unusual
circunstances. No financial aid shall be provided until an
applicant has filed a Notice of Interest and a Request for Federal
Assi stance and a state and/or federal team has first investigated
and reported upon the proposed work, has estinmated the cost of the
wor k, and has filed a project worksheet thereon with the
Governor's authorized representative and a project application has

been prepared. The estimate of cost of the work may include
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expendi tures nmade by the state or | ocal agency for such work
before the making of such estimate. "Unusual circunstances,” as
used in this subsection, neans unavoi dabl e del ays that result from
recurrence of a disaster, prolonged severe weather or other
conditions beyond the control of the applicant. Delays resulting
fromadm ni strative procedures are not unusual circunstances that
war rant extensions of tine.

(4) No funds shall be allocated fromthe trust fund to a
state or |l ocal agency until the agency has indicated in witing
its acceptance of the project application and the cost-sharing
related thereto in such formas the director prescribes. The
project application shall provide for the performance of the work
by the state or | ocal agency, shall provide for the nethods of
handl i ng the funds all ocated and the matchi ng funds provi ded by
the | ocal agency, and shall contain such other provisions as are
deened necessary to ensure conpletion of the work included in the
project application and the proper expenditures of funds as
provi ded herein.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after August 29, 2005.
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