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Senat or (s) Posey To: Appropriations

SENATE BI LL NO. 2002

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 55-3-54, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
CREATE SPECI AL TRUST ACCOUNTS W THI N THE " STATE PARKS TI MBER
MANAGEMENT ENDOAWENT FUND' FOR Tl MBER HARVESTED FROM W LDLI FE
MANAGEMENT AREAS AND STATE LAKES; TO RESTRICT THE USE OF FUNDS | N
SUCH ACCOUNTS; TO REQUI RE THE DEPARTMENT OF W LDLI FE, FI SHERI ES
AND PARKS TO ADOPT | NTERNAL ACCOUNTI NG CONTROLS TO PROVI DE THAT
TI MBER ENDOWWENT FUNDS SHALL NOT BE CLASSI FI ED AS PROGRAM | NCOVE
UNDER ANY PROGRAM RECEI VI NG FEDERAL FUNDS; TO AMEND SECTI ONS
55-3-11, 55-3-15 AND 49-5-15, M SSISSI PPl CODE OF 1972 TO CONFORM
AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 55-3-54, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

55-3-54. (1) There is created in the State Treasury a
special fund to be known as the "State Parks Ti nber Managenent
Endowrent Fund." The fund shall consist of all nonies required to
be deposited therein under the provisions of Section 55-3-53. The
princi pal of the fund shall remain inviolate and shall be invested
as provided by law. Interest and incone derived frominvestnent
of the principal of the fund may be expended by the M ssissipp
Department of WIldlife, Fisheries and Parks, upon appropriation by
the Legislature, only for the purpose of constructing,
reconstructing, repairing, renovating or meking inprovenents to
real and personal property and facilities on any of the state
parks under the jurisdiction and control of the Comm ssion on
Wldlife, Fisheries and Parks. Unexpended anounts remaining in
the fund at the end of a fiscal year shall not |apse into the
State Ceneral Fund, and any interest earned on anmounts in the fund
shal | be deposited to the credit of the fund.

(2) There is established a special trust account to be known

as the "WIldlife Managenent Area Ti nber Endownent Account” within
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the "State Parks Ti nber Managenent Endowrent Fund." Any revenues

received fromthe sale of tinber on wildlife nmanagenent areas,

refuges and preserves shall be deposited into the account. The

princi pal of the account shall remain inviolate and shall be

invested as provided by law. Interest and incone derived from

i nvestnment of the principal of the account nay be expended by the

M ssi ssi ppi Departnent of WIldlife, Fisheries and Parks, upon

appropriation by the Legislature, only for the purpose of

managenent, inprovenent and acquisition of wildlife nmanagenent

areas. Unexpended anounts remaining in the account at the end of

a fiscal year shall not |lapse into the State General Fund, but

shall remain in the account. | nterest earned on anobunts in the

account shall be deposited to the credit of the account.

(3) There is established a special trust account to be known

as the "State Lakes Ti nber Endowrent Account” within the "State

Par ks Ti nber Managenent Endownent Fund." Any revenues received

fromthe sale of tinber on state | akes shall be deposited into the

account. The principal of the account shall remain inviolate and

shall be invested as provided by law. Interest and i ncone derived

frominvestnent of the principal of the account may be expended by

the M ssissippi Departnent of Wldlife, Fisheries and Parks, upon

appropriation by the Legislature, only for the purpose of

managenent, inprovenent and acquisition of state | akes.

Unexpended anpbunts renaining in the account at the end of a fiscal

year shall not |lapse into the State General Fund, but shall remain

in the account. | nterest earned on anounts in the account shal

be deposited to the credit of the account.

(4) The Departnent of WIldlife, Fisheries and Parks shal

adopt internal accounting controls to ensure that expenditures

fromthe special tinber funds and accounts shall not be classified

as programincone in any programreceiving federal grant nonies.

SECTION 2. Section 55-3-11, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

anended as foll ows:

S. B. No. 2002 *SS26/R19*
055E/ SS26/ R19
PAGE 2



65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86
87
88
89
90
91
92
93
94
95
96
97

55-3-11. The State Forestry Comm ssion shall have the
control and managenent of any and all forests or public parks set
asi de and dedi cated as provided for in Section 55-3-7, and shal
have authority to issue grazing or farmng permts or | eases on
said parks, and to nmake sales of tinber and other forest products
of the soil fromsane. The M ssissippi Comm ssion on Wldlife,

Fi sheries and Parks shall have the control and managenent of any
and all |ands set aside and dedicated for a fish and gane refuge

and/ or preserve. The comm ssion shall deposit any revenue from

the sale of tinber fromrefuges and preserves into the speci al

trust account as provided under Section 55-3-54. The State

Forestry Conm ssion and the M ssissippi Conm ssion on Wldlife,
Fi sheries and Parks shall cooperate in the utilization of any

| ands so dedi cated both for forestry and gane and fish
conservation purposes.

In the case of state forests and/or state parks, the State
Forestry Conmm ssion, and, in the case of fish and gane preserves,
the M ssissippi Commission on Wldlife, Fisheries and Parks, is
hereby vested with authority to institute proceedi ngs agai nst
trespassers and others in the nanme of the State of M ssissippi,
and to do all things necessary and proper to obtain the nost
conpl ete and advant ageous devel opnents of state forests, parks,
and fish and gane preserves.

SECTI ON 3. Section 55-3-15, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

55-3-15. Seventy-five percent (75% of the gross revenue
derived fromstate forests shall be paid into the State Treasury
to the credit of the General Fund. Twenty-five percent (25%
derived fromstate forests shall be paid into the school fund of
the county fromwhich the revenue is derived, paynent bei ng made
to the county as conpensation for possible | oss of revenue.
Seventy-five percent (75% of the gross revenue derived fromfish

and gane refuges and/ or preserves created and established by the
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Department of WIldlife, Fisheries and Parks * * * shall be paid to

the special trust account as provided in Section 55-3-54, and

twenty-five percent (25% of such gross revenue shall be paid into
the school fund of the county fromwhich the revenue is derived.

SECTI ON 4. Section 49-5-15, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as fol |l ows:

49-5-15. The commi ssion may contract with any county or
counties in which such a gane and fish managenent project or gane
and fish hunting and fishing refuge may be | ocated or any
muni cipality located in such county, for the joint support and
mai nt enance thereof so that the cost of acquisition, construction
and mai nt enance of such project nmay be borne jointly by such
agencies. The conmm ssion may use any revenues fromthe sal e of
ti mber, mneral |eases on such | and, any donations made to such a
project by any agency of the federal governnent or the State of
M ssissippi or fees collected for permts granted for hunting and

fishing thereon toward financing sane. The conm ssion shal

deposit any revenue fromthe sale of tinber into the special trust

account as provided in Section 55-3-54,

SECTION 5. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.
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