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HOUSE RESOLUTI ON NO. 11

A RESCLUTI ON COMMENDI NG THE DI LI GENCE AND TACTI CAL PLANNI NG
OF SERGEANT M KE STEPHENS OF THE UNI TED STATES Al R FORCE RESERVE
FOR ASSI STI NG | N THE EVACUATI ON OF HOUSTON S FLEEI NG EVACUEES FROM
THE | MPENDI NG DANGERS OF HURRI CANE RI TA.

VWHEREAS, as Hurricane Rita raged on a path of destruction,
destination the southern shores of Texas, Sgt. M ke Stephens of
the United States Air Force Reserve, who nakes his hone in Katy,
Texas, had a plan to assist as many people as possible to escape
t he i mpendi ng devastation; and

VWHEREAS, this evacuation plan consisted of having previously
mapped out an escape route that would not incur the inconvenience
and madness of total gridlock on the state's najor interstate and
freeway system and

VWHEREAS, a full-time enployee of United Parcel Service (UPS),
Sgt. Stephens had tactically planned and prepared for the worst,
mappi ng out the evacuation, prepared | odging for ten persons with
amlitary tent, sleeping bags, battery powered radios, flash
lights, meal and food rations to | ast approxi mtely tw weeks and
a propane grill for the preparing of the neals; and

VWHEREAS, |eading a caravan of four vehicles and ten
i ndi vidual s, infants and seniors included, Sgt. Stephens' group
was able to drive an estimated 65 mles per hour on the rural and
| ess travel ed roads of Texas to get his followers out of harns
way; and

VWHEREAS, the course of action taken by Sgt. Stephens all owed
those in his care to nake a safe and tinely exit as opposed to
ot hers who were overcone by the congested thoroughfares within the

state's borders in excess of twelve hours; and
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VWHEREAS, it is the policy of the House of Representatives to
recogni ze the diligent efforts of individuals like Sgt. Stephens,
who took the initiative to help his fell omman when dangers were
ever pressing upon them

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI, That we do hereby
commend the diligent and tactical planning of Sgt. M ke Stephens
of the United States Air Force Reserve for assisting in the
evacuation of Houston's fleeing evacuees fromthe inpending
dangers of Hurricane Rita.

BE I T FURTHER RESCOLVED, That copies of this resolution be

furnished to Sgt. Stephens and to the nenbers of the Capitol Press

Cor ps.
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