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The Entire Menbership To: Rules

HOUSE RESOLUTI ON NO. 9

A RESCLUTI ON COMMENDI NG THE OQUTSTANDI NG LEADERSHI P AND
CONTRI BUTI ONS OF CHI EF PHI LLI P MARTIN OF THE M SSI SSI PPI  BAND OF
CHOCTAW | NDI ANS TO THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

VWHEREAS, born March 13, 1926, and currently serving his
sevent h consecutive four-year termas Chief of the M ssissipp
Band of Choctaw Indians, Chief Phillip Martin is the
denocratically elected Tribal Chief of the federally-recognized
Anerican Indian tribe of 9,400 nenbers residing on approxi mately
35,000 acres of reservation in east central M ssissippi; and

VWHEREAS, nationally Chief Martin has served as president of
the National Tribal Chairnmen's Association, founded and served as
presi dent of United South and Eastern Tribes, Inc. (USET), an
associ ation of the 23 federally-recognized tribes in the eastern
portion of the United States, in addition to serving as the first
presi dent of the Board of Regents of Haskell Indian Junior College
(now Haskel |l 1ndian Nations University) and founding the United
Sout h and Eastern Tribes Gam ng Associ ation; and

VWHEREAS, | ocally serving the M ssissippi Band of Choctaw
I ndi ans on nunerous boards of directorship, Chief Martin, during
his tenure as Tribal Chief, has established countless
Tribal |l y-owned and operated busi nesses on the Choctaw I ndi an
Reservation, Sonora, Mexico, and other major cities across North
Anerica, creating a widely diversified | ocal econony and ranking
the Tribe as M ssissippi's second | argest enpl oyer; and

VWHEREAS, a strong and wel | - known advocate for educati on,
Chief Martin serves on the Advisory Conmttee for the Division of

Technol ogy, M ssissippi State University, Meridian Branch and
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established the Choctaw Tribal Scholarship Programto ensure that
all M ssissippi Choctaw Students can attend the coll eges and
uni versities of their choice; and

VWHEREAS, having nmade the necessary concessions to conply with
the I ndian Gam ng Regul atory Act of 1988 after the M ssissipp
State Legislature |egalized dockside gamng in the state in 1989
and 1990, Chief Martin and Governor Kirk Fordice signed the
Tri bal - Stat e Conpact on Decenber 4, 1992, paving the way for the
Tribe to launch its first gam ng operation, the Silver Star Hotel
and Casino on July 1, 1994, followed by the 2002 opening of the
Gol den Moon Hotel and Casino as well as the chanpionship 36-hol e,
Danci ng Rabbit Golf Course; and

VWHEREAS, during recent years, Chief Martin has been the
reci pient of several awards including, but not limted to, the
foll ow ng prestigious honors: United |Indian Devel opnent
Association's Jay Silverheels Award, United States Departnent of
Housi ng and Urban Devel opment Econom ¢ Achi evenent Award, Honorary
Doctor of Laws Degree from M I | saps Col | ege, Honorary Menber of
Rotary International and recipient of its 2003 Paul Harris Fell ow
Award, Meridian Community Col |l ege's H ghest Flying Eagle Hall of
Fame i nductee, M ssissippi Association of Educators Qutstanding
Achi evenent Award, the M ssissippi D stinguished Gvilian Service
Medal presented by Governor Hal ey Barbour and Adjutant GCeneral
Harold A. Cross, the National Education Association's Leo Reano
Menorial Award and the NASA Public Service Medal; and

VWHEREAS, it is the policy of the House of Representatives of
the State of M ssissippi to recognize and conmend excellence in
such an outstandi ng individual as Chief Martin, whose business
savvy and | eadership skills have propelled the Tribe to the
forefront of econom c devel opnent in the Southeast:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI, That we do hereby

commend the | eadership and contributions of Chief Phillip Martin
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of the M ssissippi Band of Choctaw Indians to his tribe and to the
State of M ssissippi and express our appreciation and war nest
wi shes for continued success in all of his future endeavors.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That copies of this resolution be

furnished to Chief Martin and to the nenbers of the Capitol Press

Cor ps.
H R No. 9 *HRO3/R118*
055E/ HRO3/ R118 ST: Chief Phillip Martin; comend outstanding

PAGE 3 (DJ\LH | eader ship and contributions.



