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The Entire Menbership To: Sel Cnte on Hurricane
Recovery
HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 5

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON URA NG THE UNI TED STATES CONGRESS TO
PROVI DE THE MAXI MUM PCSSI BLE RELI EF AVAI LABLE UNDER EXI STI NG
FEDERAL LAWS AND LAWS TO BE ENACTED BY CONGRESS, AS NECESSARY AND
PROPER TO ADDRESS THE DEVASTATI ON SUFFERED BY M SSI SSI PPl FROM
HURRI CANE KATRI NA, ESPECI ALLY I N THE AREAS OF AGRI CULTURE,

VEDI CAI D, EDUCATI ON, TRANSPORTATI ON, HOUSI NG, | NSURANCE,
UNEMPLOYMENT BENEFI TS AND ANY OTHER RELI EF DEEMED APPROPRI ATE TO
ASSI ST | N THE RECOVERY AND REBUI LDI NG OF THE STATE' S ECONOMY AND
RESOURCES.

VWHEREAS, on August 29, 2005, Hurricane Katrina unleashed its
fury on the State of M ssissippi, totally obliterating and
par al yzi ng numerous communities in the frenzy of its aftermath and
devast ati on; and

VWHEREAS, openly declared to be the worst natural disaster in
the state and nation's history, Hurricane Katrina delivered a
severe blow to M ssissippi's econony and resources, rendering
countl ess revenue generating industries conpletely inoperable,
famlies honel ess and broken apart, citizens plagued by signs of
death and destruction, medical facilities knocked offline, natural
and mannmade resources stripped, thoroughfares nmade inpassable and
lives forever altered; and

VWHEREAS, the econom ¢ hardshi ps i nduced by Hurricane Katrina
profoundly inpacted critical areas of M ssissippi's econony and
the needs of its citizens, such as Medicaid and health care,
education, transportation, agriculture and forestry, housing,

i nsurance and unenpl oynment; and

VWHEREAS, countl ess thousands of M ssissippi ans who own hones
and busi nesses that were directly affected by this natural
di saster remain subject to substantial indebtedness backed by

security instrunments on real and personal property, and because of
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inflation, property val ue appreciation and the repl acenent or
repair cost of that property will in nost instances exceed the
original cost; and

VWHEREAS, the vast majority of the victins of Hurricane
Katrina will be unable to fully recover fromthese devastating
| osses and will face irreparable personal and financial m sfortune
unl ess they receive nmuch additional assistance; and

WHEREAS, the United States Congress has al ready responded by
authorizing the distribution of a total of 62.3 billion dollars
for relief and recovery fromHurricane Katrina, illustrating the
i nherent and fundanental purpose of our federal governnment to
safeguard the public and pronote the general welfare of the
peopl e, but so much nore is needed:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PP, THE SENATE CONCURRI NG
THEREI N, That we do hereby urge the United States Congress to
provi de the maxi num possi bl e financial and other relief assistance
to the State of Mssissippi to aid in its recovery fromHurricane
Katrina, especially in the foll ow ng areas:

(a) Providing financial and other aid to the
agricultural producers and markets within the devastated areas for
| osses and damages incurred by the state's forestry and ti nber
industries, to assist in tinber seeding and replanting to prevent
further erosion and dil apidation of other natural resources, and
to assist the chicken and poultry farmers in the recoupnent of
their | osses;

(b) Providing requisite funding to the D vision of
Medi caid to ensure that qualifying individuals are not denied the
necessary nedi cal and pharmaceutical assistance required to
mai ntain their health care needs;

(c) Providing an exenption for conpliance with the

federally mandated "No Child Left Behind" Act, P.L. 107-110, 115
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Stat. 1425, 20 USCS 6301, due to the | arge student popul ation
adversely affected by the disaster;

(d) Providing financial and other aid to the United
States Departnent of Transportation for the repair, renovation,

i nprovenent or replacenent, and the planning, design and
construction of damaged roadways, bridges, road signs and
structural support for state highways and ot her state and | ocal
roads;

(e) Providing for housing assistance to individual
citizens through voucher-assi stance prograns, tenporary housing or
any other feasible renedies for displaced and relocated fam|lies;

(f) Providing indemification to honeowner's insurance
policy holders fromlosses suffered as a result of Hurricane
Katrina, whether those | osses were caused by a water-driven or
W nd-driven storm

(g) Extending the period for which unenpl oynent
benefits can be received fromthe current maxi rum of 26 weeks, and
granting any other waivers on the federal |evel that would be
beneficial to state citizens who have becone unenpl oyed as a
result of Hurricane Katrina.

BE I T FURTHER RESCOLVED, That copies of this resolution be
transmtted to the President of the United States Senate, the
Speaker of the United States House of Representatives, the nenbers
of the M ssissippi Congressional Del egation, Governor Hal ey

Bar bour and to the nenbers of the Capitol Press Corps.
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recovery from devastation of Hurricane Katri na.



