M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE FI FTH EXTRAORDI NARY SESSI ON 2005

By: Representatives Brown, To: Appropriations
WAt son
HOUSE BI LL NO. 22
1 AN ACT TO ESTABLI SH WTHI N THE OFFI CE OF THE GOVERNOR A
2 SEPARATE OFFI CE TO BE KNOWN AS THE OFFI CE OF DI SASTER ASSI STANCE
3 COORDI NATI ON, TO PROVI DE THAT THE OFFI CE SHALL BE THE PRI MARY
4 ENTITY RESPONSI BLE FOR COORDI NATI NG | NFORVATI ON REGARDI NG DI SASTER
5 ASSI STANCE PROVI DED BY FEDERAL AGENCI ES OTHER THAN THE FEDERAL
6 EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY (FEMR), BY STATE AGENCI ES OTHER THAN
7 THE M SSI SSI PPI EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY (MEMA), AND BY OTHER
8 PUBLI C AND PRI VATE ENTI TI ES THAT PROVI DE VARI QUS TYPES OF
9 ASSI STANCE AND BENEFI TS TO VI CTI M5 OF MAJOR NATURAL DI SASTERS; TO
10 PROVI DE THAT THE OFFI CE SHALL SERVE AS A SI NGLE PO NT OF CONTACT
11 VWHERE | NDI VI DUALS AND PUBLI C ENTI TI ES THAT ARE VI CTI M5 OF MAJOR
12 DI SASTERS MAY OBTAI N | NFORVATI ON ABOUT ALL FEDERAL AND STATE
13 PROGRAMS THAT PROVI DE ASSI STANCE AND BENEFI TS TO DI SASTER VI CTI M5
14 OTHER THAN THOSE PROVI DED BY FEMA OR MEMA, AS VELL AS | NFORVATI ON
15 ABOUT THE AVAI LABI LI TY OF DI SASTER- RELATED | N- KI ND DONATI ONS BY
16 PRI VATE ENTI TI ES AND | NDI VI DUALS; TO PROVI DE THAT THE OFFI CE SHALL
17 PROVIDE VICTIMS OF MAJOR DI SASTERS WTH ALL OF THE FORMS AND
18 MATERI ALS NECESSARY | N ORDER TO RECElI VE THE BENEFI TS OF THOSE
19 DI SASTER ASSI STANCE PROGRAMS AND DI SASTER- RELATED | N- KI ND
20 DONATI ONS, AND PROVI DE THEM W TH ASSI STANCE | N COVPLETI NG AND
21 FILING THE APPLI CATI ONS FOR THOSE PROGRAMS AND | N- KI ND DONATI ONS;
22 TO PROVI DE THAT THE OFFI CE SHALL COORDI NATE AND COOPERATE W TH
23 FEMA, MEMA, OTHER FEDERAL AND STATE AGENCI ES AND OTHER PUBLI C AND
24 PRI VATE ENTI TIES I N PROVI DI NG AND SHARI NG | NFORVATI ON, FORMS AND
25 MATERI ALS RELATED TO DI SASTER ASSI STANCE PROGRAMS AND
26 DI SASTER- RELATED | N- KI ND DONATI ONS; AND FOR RELATED PURPGCSES.
27 BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
28 SECTION 1. The Legislature finds and declares the follow ng:
29 \When a major natural disaster such as Hurricane Katrina occurs in
30 Mssissippi, there are various types of assistance that are
31 available to individuals and public entities through the federal
32 and state governnments to help themrecover fromthe disaster. The
33 mgjority of that assistance conmes fromthe federal governnent, and
34 nost of the federal assistance is provided through the Federal
35 Enmergency Managenent Agency (FEMA). At the state |evel, npbst of
36 the assistance is provided through the M ssissippi Enmergency
37 Managenent Agency (MEMA). However, there are also prograns in
38 other federal and state agencies that provide assistance and
39 benefits to disaster victins, as well as disaster assistance

H B No. 22 *HRO3/R124* N1/ 2
055E/ HRO3/ R124
PAGE 1 (RF\LH)



40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71

progranms run by public and private entities and di saster-rel ated

i n-ki nd donations nade by private entities and individuals.
Because these ot her disaster assistance prograns and in-kind
donations are spread out anong a nunber of agencies and entities,
di saster victins sonetines are not aware of the existence of these
prograns and in-kind donations other than those provided through
FEMA and MEMA. After a disaster has occurred, it would be very
beneficial for the victins of the disaster to have a single entity
in the state, one point of contact, where individuals and public
entities would be able to obtain information about those other

di saster assistance prograns and di saster-rel ated in-kind
donations, obtain all of the forns and materials necessary in
order to receive the benefits of those prograns and in-kind
donations, and receive assistance in conpleting and filing the
applications for those prograns and in-kind donations.

SECTION 2. There is established within the Ofice of the

Governor a separate and distinct office to be known as the Ofice

of Disaster Assistance Coordination. The office shall be the

primary entity responsible for coordinating information regarding

di saster assistance provided by federal agencies other than the

Federal Energency Managenent Agency (FEMA), by state agencies

ot her than the M ssissippi Enmergency Managenent Agency (MEMA), and

by other public and private entities that provide various types of

assi stance and benefits to victins of major natural disasters.

The duties and responsibilities of the office shall be as foll ows:
(a) To serve as a single point of contact where

i ndi vidual s and public entities that are victins of major

di sasters nmay obtain information about all federal and state

prograns that provide assistance and benefits to disaster victins

ot her than those provided by FEMA or MEMA, as well as information

about the availability of disaster-related in-kind donations by

private entities and individuals;
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(b) To provide victins of major disasters with all of
the forns and naterials necessary in order to receive the benefits
of those disaster assistance prograns and di saster-related in-kind
donations, and provide themw th assistance in conpleting and
filing the applications for those prograns and in-kind donations;

(c) To coordinate and cooperate with FEMA, MEMA, ot her
federal and state agencies and other public and private entities
in providing and sharing information, forns and materials rel ated
to di saster assistance prograns and disaster-rel ated in-kind
donati ons;

(d) To work with MEMA in coordinating information
revenues, prograns and assi stance made available in M ssissippi by
FEMA, whet her directly through FEMA or through MEMA; and

(e) To performsuch other duties relating to disaster
assi stance information as nmay be prescri bed by the Governor.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.
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and provide informati on on non- FEMA assi st ance.



