M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE FI FTH EXTRAORDI NARY SESSI ON 2005

By: Representatives Brown, Watson To: Gami ng; Ways and Means

HOUSE BI LL NO. 16

1 AN ACT TO PROVI DE THAT ANY GAM NG LI CENSEE WHO CONDUCTS

2  SHORE- BASED GAM NG I N ANY OF THE THREE MOST SOUTHERN COUNTI ES OF
3 THE STATE IN A STRUCTURE THAT IS NOT LOCATED I N AN AREA THAT | S

4  CONS| DERED TI DELANDS SHALL PAY TO THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPl AN

5 AMOUNT EQUAL TO THE LEASE RENTAL PAYMENT ON A COVPARABLE AREA THAT
6 |S TIDELANDS;, TO AMEND SECTI ON 29-15-9, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972,
7 |IN CONFORM TY THERETG, AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

8 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
9 SECTION 1. Any ganming |licensee who conducts shore-based

10 gaming in any of the three (3) npbst southern counties of the state
11 in a structure that is not |located in an area that is considered
12 tidelands under Section 29-15-1 et seq. shall pay to the State of
13 M ssissippi an anbunt equal to the |ease rental paynment on a

14 conparable area that is tidelands. Any paynent that is nade under
15 this section shall be deposited into the Public Trust Tidel ands

16 Fund created in Section 29-15-9.

17 SECTION 2. Section 29-15-9, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

18 anended as foll ows:

19 29-15-9. (1) There is created in the State Treasury a

20 special fund to be known as the "Public Trust Tidel ands Fund."

21 The fund shall be admi nistered by the Secretary of State as

22 trustee.

23 (2) (a) Any funds derived fromlease rentals of tidelands
24 and subnerged | ands, except those funds derived from m neral

25 leases, or funds previously specifically designated to be applied
26 to other agencies, and paynents nade pursuant to Section 1 of

27 House Bill No. 16, 2005 Fifth Extraordi nary Session, shall be

28 transferred to the special fund.
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(b) Funds transferred pursuant to paragraph (a) of this

subsection may be used to cover the adm nistrative cost incurred

by the Secretary of State. Any remaining funds transferred

pursuant to paragraph (a) of this subsection shall be disbursed

pro rata to the |ocal taxing authorities for the replacenent of
| ost ad valoremtaxes, if any. Then, any remaining funds shall be
di sbursed to the conmm ssion for new and extra prograns of
ti del ands managenent, such as conservation, recl amation,
preservation, acquisition, education or the enhancenent of public
access to the public trust tidelands or public inprovenent
projects as they relate to those | ands.

(3) Any funds that are appropriated as separate line itens
in an appropriation bill for tideland prograns or projects
aut hori zed under this section for political subdivisions or other
agenci es shall be disbursed as provided in this subsection.

(a) The Departnent of Marine Resources shall nake
progress paynents in installnents based on the work conpl eted and
material used in the performance of a tidelands project only after
receiving witten verification fromthe political subdivision or
agency. The political subdivision or agency shall submt
verification of the work conpleted or materials in such detail and
formthat the departnent may require.

(b) The Departnent of Marine Resources shall nake funds
avai l abl e for the purpose of using such funds as a match or
| everage for federal or other funds that are available for the
desi gnated tidel ands project.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.
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