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Representatives Brown, Watson To: Appropriations

HOUSE BI LL NO. 8

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 25-9-126, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972,
TO AUTHORI ZE THE FURLOUGH OF STATE EMPLOYEES VWHENEVER A STATE OF
EMERGENCY HAS BEEN DECLARED AND TO ALLOW THOSE EMPLOYEES TO
CONTI NUE TO RECEI VE THEI R HEALTH AND LI FE | NSURANCE BENEFI TS FOR A
CERTAIN PERI OD OF TI ME; TO AMEND SECTI ON 25-15-3, M SSI SSI PPl CODE
OF 1972, IN CONFORM TY THERETG, AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 25-9-126, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

25-9-126. (1) In the event that federal funds for the
fundi ng of prograns of any state agency shall be restricted or
limted, the adm nistrative board of such agency or agency
adm ni strative head shall have the authority to furlough rather
t han di sm ss enpl oyees in accordance with rules and regul ati ons
established by the State Personnel Board.

(2) Wenever, under the M ssissippi Energency Managenent

Law, Sections 33-15-1 through 33-15-49, a state of energency or a

| ocal energency is declared to exist in this state, and federal or

state funding is restricted or limted, the adm nistrative board

of such agency or agency adnministrative head shall have the

authority to furlough rather than di sm ss enpl oyees of that

agency. During furlough | eave, such enpl oyees nay continue to

receive their health and life insurance benefits funded by the

state for a period not to exceed six (6) nonths.

(3) The State Personnel Board is authorized to pronul gate

rul es and regulations to carry out the provisions of this section.

SECTION 2. Section 25-15-3, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

anended as foll ows:

H B. No. 8 *HRO3/R73* N1/ 2
055E/ HRO3/ R73
PAGE 1 (CTE\LH)



29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59

[ Through June 30 of the year in which Section 25-11-143
becones effective as provided in subsection (1) of Section
25-11-143, this section shall read as follows:]

25-15-3. For the purposes of this article, the words and
phrases used herein shall have the foll ow ng neani ngs:

(a) "Enployee" neans a person who works full time for
the State of M ssissippi and receives his conpensation in a direct
paynment from a departnent, agency or institution of the state
governnent and any person who works full tinme for any school
district, community/junior college, public library or
uni versity-based program aut horized under Section 37-23-31 for
deaf, aphasic and enotionally disturbed children or any regul ar
nonstudent bus driver. This shall include |egislators, enployees
of the legislative branch and the judicial branch of the state and
"enpl oyees" shall include full-tinme salaried judges and full-tine
district attorneys and their staff and full-tinme conpul sory school
attendance officers. For the purposes of this article, any
"enpl oyee" making contributions to the State of M ssi ssipp
retirement plan shall be considered a full-tinme enployee. The

term "enpl oyee" shall also include those enpl oyees who have been

furl oughed pursuant to Section 25-9-126(2).

(b) "Departnment” means the Departnent of Finance and
Adm ni stration.

(c) "Plan" neans the State and School Enployees Life
and Heal th I nsurance Plan created under this article.

(d) "Fund" neans the State and School Enpl oyees
| nsurance Fund set up under this article.

(e) "Retiree" nmeans any enpl oyee retired under the
M ssi ssippi retirenent plan.

(f) "Board" neans the State and School Enpl oyees Health

| nsurance Managenent Board created under Section 25-15-303.
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[Fromand after July 1 of the year in which Section 25-11-143
becones effective as provided in subsection (1) of Section
25-11-143, this section shall read as follows:]

25-15-3. For the purposes of this article, the words and
phrases used in this section shall have the foll ow ng neani ngs:

(a) "Enployee" neans a person who works full time for
the State of M ssissippi and receives his conpensation in a direct
paynment from a departnent, agency or institution of the state
governnent, and any person who works full tinme for any school
district, community/junior college, public library,
uni versity-based program aut horized under Section 37-23-31 for
deaf, aphasic and enotionally disturbed children, or any regular
nonstudent bus driver. This termincludes |egislators, enployees
of the legislative branch and the judicial branch of the state,
full-tinme salaried judges and full-tine district attorneys and
their staff, and full-tinme conpul sory school attendance officers.
For the purposes of this article, any "enpl oyee" making
contributions to the Public Enpl oyees' Retirenent Systemor the
H ghway Safety Patrol Retirement System shall be considered a

full-time enployee. The term "enpl oyee" shall al so include those

enpl oyees who have been furl oughed pursuant to Section

25-9- 126(2).

(b) "Departnment” means the Departnent of Finance and
Adm ni stration.

(c) "Plan" nmeans the State and School Enpl oyees Life
and Heal th I nsurance Plan created under this article.

(d) "Fund" neans the State and School Enpl oyees
| nsurance Fund set up under this article.

(e) "Board" neans the State and School Enpl oyees Health
| nsurance Managenent Board created under Section 25-15-303.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.
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