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Represent ative Scott To: Rules

HOUSE RESOLUTI ON NO. 2

A RESCLUTI ON COMMENDI NG THE LI VES OF REVEREND DANI EL C.
RAINES, JR, AND MRS. WLLIE MAE SI MMONS RAI NES AND EXPRESSI NG
DEEPEST SYMPATHY TO THEIR FAM LY AND FRI ENDS UPON THEI R PASSI NG

VWHEREAS, Reverend Daniel C. Raines, Jr., born May 28, 1929,
in Dawson, Georgia, and Ms. WIllie Mae Si nmons Rai nes, born My
12, 1928, in Heidel berg, Mssissippi, departed this earthly life
in a sudden tragi c autonobile accident on Thursday, July 7, 2005,
to enter into eternal rest with their heavenly father, causing
great sorrow and loss to their famly and friends; and

VWHEREAS, brought up in godly council in their Christian
honmes, both Reverend and Ms. Raines |learned to revere the Lord,
and confessed an early belief in his amazing grace and saving
nmerci es; and

VWHEREAS, having nmet in Chicago, while working at the United
States Postal Service, Reverend Raines, who earned his bachel or of
arts degree from Governor State University and a naster of
divinity from Garrett Evangelical Theol ogical Sem nary and Ms.
Rai nes, who earned a bachelor of arts degree from Chicago State
University, united together in the holy bonds of matrinony in
1960, becom ng flesh of each other's flesh and bone of each
ot her's bone; and

VWHEREAS, the |life of Reverend Raines is characteristic of
Psal ns 37:23, "The steps of a good nan are ordered by the Lord:
and he delighteth in his way"; and

WHEREAS, the life of Ms. Raines epitom zed the scriptura
passage of Proverbs 31:10, "Wo can find a virtuous woman? For her

price is far above rubies"; and
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VWHEREAS, their lives together as husband and wi fe, father and
not her, pastor and first |lady and the very best of friends were
synbolic of the |ove, nurture, support, respect and attentiveness
each had for the other, indicative of the biblical principles
taught by themto their famly and parishioners; and

VWHEREAS, after 45 years of marriage and over the course of 25
years in the mnistry, Reverend and Ms. Raines touched the lives
of children and adults alike in Arkansas, |llinois, Kansas,

M ssi ssi ppi, Nebraska and Texas through public education, m ssion
wor k, pastoral capacity and nentorship; and

VWHEREAS, Reverend and Ms. Raines were faithful nmenbers of
the St. Paul United Methodi st Church, where they were active in
United Met hodi st Men and United Met hodi st Wonen; and

WHEREAS, Reverend and Ms. Raines were also very active in
Jasper County where they organi zed, founded and chartered the
comuni ty- based service organi zation, "Wrking to Enpower the
Community through Action Now' (WE CAN, Jasper County), whose
m ssion was service and dedication to Jasper County; and

VWHEREAS, because this phenonenal couple believed in social
justice and political enpowernent, they worked tirelessly to
educate the comunity, not only about voter registration, but the
i nportance of becom ng active in the creation of public policy,
devel opi ng power to influence the political process and
integrating the political framework by holding public office; and

VWHEREAS, though their physical presence is no |longer wth us,
the spirit of beauty, love, sincerity and hunbl eness, which was
the essence of their lives perneating the atnosphere like a
fragrant rose, will continue to flourish in the lives of their
| oved ones, who will forever cherish their |egacy and nenory:
children, Gerald, Wedi Sue, Joyce and Arleathia; eight
grandchil dren, four great-grandchildren and a host of other

relatives and friends; and
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VWHEREAS, it is the policy of the House of Representatives to
commend the |ife of such well-loved and adm red individuals as
Reverend and Ms. Rai nes, whose |lives and works were testanentary
of their passion to be of service and assistance to others, truly
living the notto: "If | could help sonebody as | pass along. |If
| can cheer sonebody with a word or song. |If | can show sonebody
that he's traveling wong. Then ny living shall not be in vain."

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI, That we do hereby
commend the |ives, achievenents and contributions of these
spiritual giants, Reverend Daniel C. Raines, Jr., and Ms. Wllie
Mae Si nmons Rai nes, and express our deepest synpathy to their
famly and friends upon their passing.

BE I T FURTHER RESCOLVED, That copies of this resolution be
furnished to the famly of Reverend and Ms. Raines and to the

menbers of the Capitol Press Corps.
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