M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE TH RD EXTRACRDI NARY SESSI ON 2005
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Senator(s) WI enon To:  Rules

SENATE RESOLUTI ON NO. 6

A RESCLUTI ON COVMENDI NG AND CONGRATULATI NG BELI NDA HOUSTON OF
PRENTI SS COUNTY, M SSI SSI PPl , FOR RECEI VI NG THE TOASTMASTERS
| NTERNATI ONAL PRESI DENTI AL CI TATI ON FOR 2004- 2005.

VWHEREAS, Belinda Houston, resident of Prentiss County, and a
native of C eveland, M ssissippi, was honored recently by
Toastmasters International; and

VWHEREAS, Toastmasters International is a nonprofit
educati onal organi zation that provides nenbers a confortable,
friendly atnosphere to practice public speaking and | eadership
skills. Menbers achieve regular recognition as they conplete
| evel s which take themfrommerely learning to be confortable in
front of a group to advanced projects involving their workpl ace,
comunity or District-w de conferences. There are over 10,000
cl ubs worl dwi de and over 200, 000 nmenmbers in 100 countries; and

VWHEREAS, at the International Convention during Toast nmaster
Year 2004-2005, Ted Corcoran of Dublin, Ireland, the 2003-2004
I nternational President of Toastmasters International, awarded
Belinda with the Presidential Gtation. This is one of the
hi ghest honors awarded by Toastnasters International; and

VWHEREAS, in presenting the award, Corcoran said, "Belinda is
a dedi cated Toastmaster commtted to her district's success. She
epitom zes the val ues and professionalismof our organization. As
District Governor, she notivated her district teamto achieve
Di stinguished District, and she is again serving as a District

Oficer, working to nake the district successful™; and
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VWHEREAS, she joined Toastmasters in 1991 and has hel d al nost
every office of the club as well as the top three offices in the
District. Al officers are volunteers; and

VWHEREAS, she earned the Area Governor of the Year Award in
1993-1994; in 1994-1995, she served as Division Governor; in
1995- 1996 and 1996- 1997, she served as Public Relations Oficer;
in 1997-1998, she served as Lt. Governor Marketing; in 1998-1999,
as District Governor of District 43, she led the District to
Di stinguished District status; in 2003-2004, as Lt. CGovernor
Mar keti ng, she earned the Excellence in Marketing Award; and

WHEREAS, Bel inda presently holds the second highest office in
the District, Lt. Governor Education and Training, and has earned
t he Excell ence in Education and Training Award for 2004-2005. She
takes office again July 1 as District Governor for the July 1,
2005 - June 30, 2006, Toastmaster Year. She is also President of
t he Tupel o Toastmasters C ub; and

VWHEREAS, during her 14 years as a Toastnmaster, she has
sponsored and nentored new clubs and new club nenbers. District
43 covers the area from Vi cksburg, Jackson and Meridian north in
M ssi ssippi, west of the Tennessee R ver in Tennessee, and all of
Arkansas. There are 77 clubs in District 43. |In her current
position, Belinda travels the three states conducting club officer
trai ning and educati onal sessions; and

VWHEREAS, Belinda, the fornmer Belinda Norwood, graduated from
Cl evel and Hi gh School in 1955. She retired fromthe Internal
Revenue Service in Menphis, Tennessee, on Decenber 31, 1999, and
noved to the Burton Conmmunity east of Booneville, M ssissippi,
where she lives with her husband, N. B. Houston. She is active and
has varied interests. She is President of the Burton Community
Hi storical Society, Vice President of the M ssissippi Canine
Coalition, Inc., Secretary of the Senior Ctizens Fellowship
G oup, and wites part-tine for the Banner I|ndependent newspaper

in Booneville; and
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WHEREAS, it is with pride that we recogni ze the speci al
recognition received by this M ssissippian whose civic
contributions have brought honor to her community and to the State
of M ssi ssippi:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, That we do hereby conmend and congratul ate Bel i nda
Houst on of Prentiss County, M ssissippi, for receiving the
Toastmasters International Presidential G tation for 2004-2005,
and extend to her the best w shes of the Senate in her future
ci vic endeavors.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to
Bel i nda Houston and her famly and be nade available to the

Capi tol Press Corps.
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