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By:

Senator (s) Simmons, Wlls, To: Rules

Hor hn, Jackson (11th), Butler,
Thomas, Jordan, Frazier, Turner,
Wl ianmson, Harden
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SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 516

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON APOLOA ZI NG TO THE VI CTI Ms OF
LYNCH NG I N M SSI SSI PPI AND THE DESCENDANTS OF THOSE VI CTI Ms.

VWHEREAS, the crime of |ynching succeeded slavery as the
ultimate expression of racismin the United States and in the
State of M ssissippi follow ng Reconstruction; and

VWHEREAS, |ynching was a wi dely acknow edged practice in the
United States and in the State of M ssissippi until the mddle of
the 20th Century; and

VWHEREAS, |ynching was a crinme that occurred throughout the
United States, with docunented incidents in all but four states;
and

VWHEREAS, at | east 4,742 people, predom nantly
African- Anericans, were reported lynched in the United States
bet ween 1882 and 1968; and

VWHEREAS, ninety-nine percent of all perpetrators of |ynching
escaped from puni shnment by state or |local officials; and

VWHEREAS, |ynching pronpted African-Anmericans to formthe
Nat i onal Association for the Advancenent of Col ored Peopl e (NAACP)
and pronpted nenbers of B nai B'rith to found the Anti-Defamation
League; and

VWHEREAS, nearly 200 anti-lynching bills were introduced in
Congress during the first half of the 20th Century; and

VWHEREAS, protection against |ynching was the m ni rum and nost
basic of federal responsibilities, and the U S. Senate consi dered
but failed to enact anti-lynching |egislation despite repeated
requests by civil rights groups, Presidents and the House of

Representatives to do so; and
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VWHEREAS, only by coming to terns with history can the United
States effectively chanpi on human rights abroad; and

VWHEREAS, an apol ogy offered in the spirit of true repentance
noves the United States and the State of M ssissippi toward
reconciliation and may becone central to a new understandi ng, on
whi ch inproved racial relations can be forged:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PP, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
the State of M ssissippi (a) apologizes to the victins of |ynching
in the State of Mssissippi; (b) expresses the deepest synpathies
and nost solemn regrets of the Legislature to the descendants of
victinms of |lynching, the ancestors of whom were deprived of life,
human dignity, and the constitutional protections accorded al
citizens of the United States; and (c) renenbers the history of
| ynching, to ensure that these tragedies will be neither forgotten
nor repeated.

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be forwarded by
the Secretary of the Senate and the Cerk of the House to the
Governor of the State of Mssissippi, to the Secretary of State
for publication, be forwarded to nenbers of the M ssissipp
congressi onal del egati on and be nade avail able to nenbers of the

Capitol Press Corps.
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