M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE TH RD EXTRAORDI NARY SESSI ON 2005
By: Senator(s) Hewes, Dearing, To: Rules

Frazier, Jackson (11th), Jordan,
Posey, Collott

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 511

1 A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON COMVENDI NG AND CONGRATULATI NG

2 MONSI GNOR JOSEPH CLEMENT MERCI ER OF GULFPORT, M SSI SSIPPI, ON THE
3 OCCASI ON OF HI'S 50TH ANNI VERSARY OF ORDI NATI ON TO PRI ESTHOOD.

4 VWHEREAS, Mbonsignor Joseph C enent Mercier, 78, a native of

5 Hattiesburg, Mssissippi, was ordained at the Church of Twel ve

6 Apostles in Rone for the Diocese of Natchez on July 17, 1955; and
7 VWHEREAS, after his ordination for the D ocese of

8 Natchez-Jackson, Monsignor Mercier's dedicated career and

9 appointnents are a matter of record: Date of Arrival in D ocese,
10 July 17, 1956; July 28, 1956, Assistant, St. Mary, Jackson;

11  Novenber 17, 1956, Assistant, Nativity BVM Biloxi; Septenber 2,
12 1957, Assistant, St. John, Qulfport; Septenmber 8, 1962, Assistant,
13 Sacred Heart Church, Hattiesburg, and Chaplain to Newran C ub at
14 University of Southern M ssissippi; Septenber 1, 1964, Pastor,

15 Christ the King Church, Jackson; June 5, 1967, Pastor, Holy Famly
16 Parish, Jackson; February 1, 1968, Menber of D ocesan Liturgical
17 Conmm ssion; August 1, 1970, Pastor, Sacred Heart, Pascagoul a; June
18 13, 1977, Appointed to Board of Consultors for Diocese of Biloxi;
19 Novenber 29, 1977, Appointed as Synodal Exam ner and Parish Priest
20 Consultor; January 23, 1978, Appointed Pastor, St. John the

21 Evangelist, @l fport; January 24, 1978, Appointed Dean of Central
22 Coast Deanery; February 3, 1978, Appointed Pastor of St. John the
23 Evangelist Parish, GQulfport; July 13, 1978, El ected as Menber of
24 the dergy Council; August 1, 1978, Elected to Cergy Council of
25 Diocese; August 1, 1978, Appointed Dean of West Central Coast

26 Deanery; August 1, 1978, Appointed to Board of Consultors;

27 Novenber 20, 1984, Granted three-year extension as Pastor of St.

S C R No. 511 *SS26/R4* N1/ 2
053E/ SS26/ R4
PAGE 1



28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47

John the Evangelist, Gulfport; June 1, 1986, Appointed Pastor,
Sacred Heart, Dedeaux and Di ocesan Priest Director of the Cursillo
Movenment and Priest Director of D ocesan Lay Retreats; Septenber
1, 1992, Ganted three-year extension as Pastor, Sacred Heart,
Dedeaux; June 6, 1995, Granted three-year extension as Pastor,
Sacred Heart, Dedeaux; January 20, 2001, Adm nistrator Pro-Tem of
St. Ann Parish, Qulfport until May 30, 2001; and

WHEREAS, it is with great pride that we recogni ze the vital,
out st andi ng service of Monsignor Joseph Cl enent Mercier of
@Qul fport, M ssissippi, who has mnistered to the needs of his
parish, his community and his state:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PP, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby commend and congratul ate Monsi gnor Joseph O enent
Mercier of Gulfport, Mssissippi, on his 50th Anniversary of
O dination to Priesthood, and extend to himthe best wi shes of the
Legi sl ature on this auspicious occasion.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to

Monsi gnor Mercier and be nmade available to the Capitol Press
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