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By: Senator(s) Kirby, To: Rules
Jackson (15th), d arke,

Fl owers, Lee (35th),

Pi ckering, Ross, Dearing,
Posey, Burton, Wite,
Thanes, M chel, W1 enon,
Gollott, Butler, Thomas,

Mor gan, Carm chael, Walls,
Little, Jordan, Harden
Davis, King, Brown, Jackson
(32nd), Frazier, Jackson
(11th), WIIlianmson, Chaney,
Doxey, Robertson, Lee
(47th), Hyde-Sm th, Huggins,
Hewes, Mett et al

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 509

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON COMMENDI NG THE LI FE AND GALLANT
SERVI CE OF GENERAL LOUI S HUGH W LSON, JR, OF BRANDON,
M SSI SSI PP, FORMER MARI NE CORPS COMVANDANT AND DECORATED WORLD
WAR || HERO

WHEREAS, Ceneral Louis Hugh Wlson, Jr., 85, a native of
Brandon, M ssissippi, who received the Medal of Honor for taking
and holding a key position on Guamduring World War |1 and | ater
served as Conmandant of the Marine Corps, died on June 21, 2005,
at his home in Birm ngham Al abama. He will be buried with
mlitary honors at Arlington National Cenetery; and

VWHEREAS, on July 1, 1975, General W/Ison becane the 26th
Commandant of the Marine Corps. He was the first commandant to
serve full tinme on the Joint Chiefs of Staff, providing the corps
with a greater say on defense matters; and

VWHEREAS, during his four-year tenure, he was credited with
shapi ng a post-Vietnam corps of strong expeditionary units ready
for "high nobility and high-intensity conbat.”™ He made personnel
changes to raise noral e and address disciplinary problens. He
i ncreased academ c enlistnent standards (he wanted 75 percent of
recruits to have hi gh school diplomas); ordered the discharge of
t housands of Marines with discipline problens; and of fered tougher
directives on weight requirenents; and

VWHEREAS, the M ssissippi native was an effective wtness on
Capitol Hill, prepared and authoritative in this bearing.
Earlier, he had been a corps liaison to Congress. He was a

favorite of Senator John C. Stennis (D-Mss.), head of the Senate

S. C R No. 509 *SS01/R14* N1/ 2
053E/ SS01/ R14
PAGE 1



27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59

Armed Services Conmttee, who becanme his advocate for ful
nmenbership on the Joint Chiefs of Staff in October 1978; and

WHEREAS, Louis Hugh WIlson, Jr. was born February 11, 1920,
in Brandon, Mssissippi. Hs father was a farnmer who di ed when
Louis was 5. He was raised by his nother, and her | arge, extended
famly hel ped themthrough the Depression. As a young nman, he
sol d vegetables froma goat cart. He |ater studied econom cs at
M I | saps Coll ege in Jackson, M ssissippi, where he played footbal
and was on the track team A Marine Corps recruiter who cane to
canpus persuaded himto enter the service after his graduation in
1941; and

WHEREAS, he | anded at CGuadal canal, Efate and Bougainville and
received the Medal of Honor, the mlitary's highest award for
valor, while fighting Japanese forces at Fonte HIl, Guam on July
25 and 26, 1944. At the tine, he was a Captain and the commandi ng
officer of a rifle conpany. Launching a daylight attack agai nst
massi ve machi ne gun resistance, he pushed his nmen 300 yards across
open terrain and captured a portion of a hill that contained the
eneny command post. That night, he took command of ot her
di sorgani zed units and notorized equi pnent and fortified defenses
while risking exposure to eneny fire. Wunded three tines within
five hours, he briefly sought treatnent before volunteering to
return to duty to defend against counterattacks that |asted
through the night. He was credited with a pivotal role in the
victory, which included the deaths of 350 Japanese troops.
President Harry S. Truman presented himw th the Medal of Honor on
Cct ober 5, 1945; and

VWHEREAS, after World War 11, he held recruiting and comrand
assi gnnents, graduated fromthe National War Coll ege and served as
Assistant Chief of Staff to the 1st Marine Division in Vietnam
during the war there. He was pronoted to Brigadier General in
1966 and, after being appointed Lieutenant General in 1972,

assunmed conmmand of the Marine force in the Pacific. Hi s
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decorations included three awards of the Legion of Merit. After
retiring fromthe mlitary in 1979 as a Four-Star General, he
served on the corporate boards of such businesses as Merrill
Lynch, the financial services conpany, and Fluor Corp., an
engi neering and construction conpany; and

VWHEREAS, survivors include his wife of 61 years, Jane O ark
Wl son (his college sweetheart) and a daughter, Janet Taylor, both
of Birm ngham Al abama; and two grandsons; and

WHEREAS, it is with sadness that we note the passing of this
nost wel | -known M ssissippi mlitary hero, called the "G ant of
the Marine Corps," whose chapter in the mlitary history of the
United States brings honor to his corps and to the State of
M ssi ssi ppi :

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PP, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby commend the life and gallant service of General Louis
Hugh Wlson, Jr., a native of Brandon, M ssissippi, former Marine
Cor ps Commandant and decorated World War |1 hero, and extend to
his surviving famly the synpathy of the Legislature on his
passi ng.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to
the surviving famly of General WIson, be forwarded to nenbers of
M ssi ssi ppi ' s congressional del egation and be nade avail able to

the Capitol Press Corps.
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