M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE TH RD EXTRACRDI NARY SESSI ON 2005

By: Senator(s) Al britton, Lee To: Rules
(47t h)
SENATE CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON NO. 508
1 A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON REMEMBERI NG THE GALLANT SERVI CE AND
2 COWENDI NG THE LI FE OF SERGEANT LARRY RI CHARD ARNCLD, SR, OF
3 CARRIERE, M SSISSIPPI, WHO WAS A COVBAT CASUALTY I N | RAQ ON
4  SATURDAY, JUNE 11, 2005, AND EXPRESSI NG THE SYMPATHY OF THE
5 LEG SLATURE.
6 VWHEREAS, Sergeant Larry Richard Arnold, Sr., 46, of Carriere,
7 Mssissippi, was one of two M ssissippi soldiers killed on
8 Saturday, June 11, 2005, when a roadsi de bonb expl oded near their
9 vehicle near Ownesat Village outside of Amriyah, 25 mles south of
10 Baghdad, Iraq; and
11 WHEREAS, carried by a mlitary honor guard, he cane honme to
12 his community and famly, and was buried Wdnesday, June 22, 2005,
13 at MII Creek Cenetery, Carriere, Mssissippi, with full mlitary
14  honors; and
15 VWHEREAS, Sergeant Arnold served with the M ssissippi National
16 CQuard's 155 Brigade Conbat Team assigned to Conpany B, 150th
17 Conbat Engi neer Battalion in Lucedale, Mssissippi. H's son,
18 Robert, 21, served alongside his father in the sane conpany, and
19 was honme on | eave when the fam |y received the news of his death.
20 Sergeant Arnold had served 8-1/2 years in the United States Arny
21 and joined the Mssissippi National Guard in 1991 serving 14
22 years. He was born in St. Louis, Mssouri, and resided in
23 Carriere with his wife of 28 years. An electrician by trade,
24 Larry Arnold made the National Guard his full-tine job in 2002;
25 and
26 VWHEREAS, the 155th Infantry Bri gade Conbat Team known as
27 "Dixie Thunder," includes 3,500 soldiers from M ssissippi and
28 others from Vernont and Arkansas. The 155th, which is attached to
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the Il Marine Expeditionary Force, operates in the Karbala, Najaf
and Babil provinces of Iraq. The soldiers trained at Canp Shel by
before being deployed to Iraqg in January 2004. The deat hs of
these two brave guardsman brings the total in the 155th Brigade to
at least 12 in 2005. Since mlitary operations in Afghanistan and
| raq began, 35 people with Mssissippi ties have died. The
M ssi ssi ppi National Guard has sustained the fourth-hi ghest nunber
of casualties of any state; and

VWHEREAS, Melinda Arnold renenbers her husband as "a caring
and dedicated soldier.”™ The couple net on a blind date in March
1977, and were nmarried in August of that year; and

VWHEREAS, during his funeral, Sergeant Arnold was awarded the
Bronze Star, the M ssissippi Medal of Valor and the Purple Heart
post hunmously by Brigadi er General Ben Gaston, M ssissippi National
Guard; and

WHEREAS, his famly received an outpouring of grief and
support fromacross the state, denonstrating the comunity's
acknow edgnent of the sacrifice nmade by the M ssissippi National
Guard; and

VWHEREAS, Larry Arnold is survived by his wife of 28 years,
Melinda Arnold of Carriere; three sons, Larry Arnold, Jr., Robert
Arnol d and Howard Janes Arnold, all of Carriere; his nother, Betty
Mackey of Col unbia, M ssouri; one brother, Garry Arnold of
Col unbia, Mssouri; five sisters, Peggy Al ford of Norwood, OChio,
Beverly Hi cks of Harrisonville, Mssouri, Janet Brandes of Sim
Vall ey, California, Joann Arnold of Manilla, Arkansas, and Debbie
Arnold of Bentonville, Arkansas; one grandson, Anthony Arnold of
Carriere; one granddaughter, Heather Arnold of Carriere; 12 nieces
and 14 nephews; 10 great-nieces and 11 great-nephews; and

VWHEREAS, to a country, a fallen soldier neans a national
|l oss; to a community, a fallen soldier neans a true hero; to a
parent, a fallen soldier neans a son who won't be com ng hone.

M ssi ssi ppi ans understand the costs of conflict, because we have
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paid themin the past, and it is with great pride and humlity
that we recogni ze the heroic action of this great Anmerican and
M ssi ssi ppi an, who was the guardian of civilization as we know it
t oday:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PP, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby renenber the gallant service and conmend the life of
Sergeant Larry Richard Arnold, Sr., of Carriere, Mssissippi, who
was killed in action in Iraqg on Saturday, June 11, 2005, and
extend the thoughts and prayers of the Legislature to his famly
and our sorrow on his passing.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to
the surviving famly of Sergeant Arnold and be nmade available to

menbers of the Capitol Press Corps.
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