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Representative C arke To: Rules

HOUSE RESOLUTI ON NO. 4

A RESCLUTI ON COMMENDI NG THE LI FE AND PERSONAL SACRI FI CE OF
MARI NE LANCE CORPORAL DION M VH TLEY AND EXPRESSI NG DEEPEST
SYMPATHY TO H'S FAM LY AND FRI ENDS UPON H S PASSI NG

VWHEREAS, Lance Corporal Dion M Witley departed this earthly
life on June 15, 2005, laying his life on the line to uphold the
| iberties of a free and denobcratic government, causing great
sorrow and loss to his famly and friends; and

VWHEREAS, known to friends and famly as a "gentle giant,"
Lance Corporal Witley always dreaned of enlisting in the United
States Marines, seizing every opportunity to speak of his goal of
enlisting and often witing about the Marines in his high school
essays; and

VWHEREAS, overcom ng a personal obstacle of his own, Lance
Corporal Wiitley engaged hinself in a rigorous daily exercise
regiment, even training with recruiters to enphasize to themhis
commtnment to obtaining his goal; and

VWHEREAS, becoming a Marine was only the first of severa
pl ans Lance Corporal Whitley had for his life, wanting to use his
mlitary pay and benefits to go to college, buy a home and start a
busi ness; and

VWHEREAS, born in Rock Island, Illinois, Lance Corporal
Whitl ey, who was raised by a single nother and |lived nearly al
his [ife in Altadena, California, thrived in the Boy Scouts and
achi eved the rank of Eagle Scout; and

VWHEREAS, Lance Corporal Wiitley entered the Marines shortly
after graduating fromJohn Miir Hi gh School in 2002, assigned to

the 1st Battalion, 5th Marine Reginment, 1st Marine Division, 1st
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Mari ne Expeditionary Force at Canp Pendl eton, and was depl oyed to
Iraq in March 2005; and

VWHEREAS, a | oving son, brother and friend, Lance Cor poral
Whitley will be sorely m ssed by those who experienced the depth
of his love, commtnent and conpassion for |ife and pursuit of
freedomfor all, but the |Iegacy of his nenory wll forever be
etched in the hearts and nenories of his survivors, including:
hi s not her, Deborah Witley; and brother, Arian Witley; and a
host of other relatives and friends; and

VWHEREAS, it is the policy of the House of Representatives to
recogni ze and conmmend excel |l ence in such outstanding soldiers as
evidenced by the life and nerits of Lance Corporal Witley, whose
gift to this nation was the ultimate sacrifice of life in order
that others may have the opportunity to experience a life of
freedom peace and prosperity that we as citizens of these United
States of Anerica are privileged to share daily:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI, That we do hereby
commend the |life, services and acconplishnments of Lance Corporal
Don M Wiitley and express our deepest synpathy to his famly and
friends upon his passing.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That copies of this resolution be
furnished to the famly of Lance Corporal Witley and to the

menbers of the Capitol Press Corps.
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