M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE SECOND EXTRAORDI NARY SESSI ON 2005
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SENATE RESOLUTI ON NO. 3

A RESCLUTI ON COVMENDI NG AND CONGRATULATI NG JCEL ELLZIE OF
OCEAN SPRI NGS, M SSI SSI PPI, UPON BEI NG SELECTED AS A RECI PI ENT OF
THE PRESTI G OQUS NATI ONAL " STARS OF LI FE' AWARD FOR 2005- 2006 BY
AMERI CAN MEDI CAL RESPONSE AND THE AMERI CAN AMBULANCE ASSOCI ATI ON.

VWHEREAS, Anerican Medi cal Response (AMR), the nation's
| ar gest anbul ance service, and the American Anbul ance Associ ation
have naned Paranedi c Joel Ellzie of OCcean Springs, M ssissippi, to
the national "Stars of Life" Awards Program for 2005-2006, for his
wor k during Hurricane |Ivan evacuations; and

WHEREAS, "Star of Life" is an honorary title that the
Aneri can Anbul ance Associ ati on bestows on about 100 out standi ng
energency nedi cal technicians (EMIs) and paranedi cs across the
United States each year. The selection is the nation's nost
prestigious award for frontline anbul ance personnel; and

VWHEREAS, Joel Ellzie will visit Washington, D.C., from May
1-4, 2005, to attend recognition cerenonies by the American
Anbul ance Association and AMR  He will also neet with several
menbers of Congress and tour the nation's capital; and

VWHEREAS, the 900 ambul ance services that belong to the
Aneri can Anbul ance Associ ati on enpl oy hundreds of thousands of
EMIs and paranedics. So, as one of only 100 Stars of Life
nati onwi de this year, Joel is in an elite group; and

VWHEREAS, based near Washington, D.C., the Anerican Anbul ance
Association is the trade association for the nedical
transportation industry. A conmttee of AMR nanagers fromthe
34-state conpany chose Ellzie for the award. He was nom nated by

his fell ow AMR anbul ance workers. Criteria requires the
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nom nati on of anbul ance personnel who "personify the best of the
pr of ession"; and

WHEREAS, Ellzie is both a Field Paranmedic and Supervisor with
AMR in Harrison and Hancock Counties, where he has worked for
eight years. Chris Cirillo, Director of Operations, praised
Ell zie for exceptional work during Hurricane lvan. Crillo said,
"Mass evacuations fromlvan suddenly created an unprecedent ed need
for a second shelter for bed-bound patients and peopl e dependent
on bi onedi cal equipnent. Joel net the chall enge head-on. He
found a site, coordinated with several agencies for supplies and
generators, and recruited other caregivers. Joel and his team
took care of 35 patients for 36 hours straight"; and

WHEREAS, AMR wi ||l send 41 Stars of Life to Washington this
year. In Mssissippi, the conpany enpl oys approxi nately 500
personnel in Adans, Hancock, Harrison, H nds, Madi son and Rankin
Counties. AMR plans to introduce the Stars of Life at neetings of
city councils and county comm ssions during National EMS Wek in
m d-May. AVMR will also recognize each Star at cerenonies at the
conpany's offices in Jackson and Gulfport. AMRIis M ssissippi's
busi est anbul ance service. |In fiscal year 2003, AMR transported
nearly one of every four anbul ance patients statewi de. More than
18, 000 AMR paranedi cs, EMIs and ot her professionals transport over
four mllion patients each year in enmergency, critical and
non- emer gency situations; and

VWHEREAS, it is with pride that we recognize this caring and
conpassi onat e professional who has brought honor to his conpany,
his conmmunity and to the State of M ssi ssippi:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, That we do hereby conmend and congratul ate Joel
Ell zie of Ocean Springs, M ssissippi, upon being selected as a
reci pient of the prestigious national "Stars of Life" Award for

2005- 2006 by Anerican Medi cal Response and the American Anbul ance
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Associ ati on,

and extend to himthe best wi shes of the Senate in

his future endeavors.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to

Joel Ellzie and be nade available to the Capitol

S. R No.
052E/ SS01/ R16
PAGE 3

3

*SS01/R16*

ST: Commend Joe
par anedi cs awar d.

Ell zie for national

Press Corps.

top 100



