M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE SECOND EXTRAORDI NARY SESSI ON 2005
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SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 505

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON REMEMBERI NG THE GALLANT SERVI CE AND
COMVENDI NG THE LI FE OF STAFF SERGEANT JOHN EDWARD MCGEE, SR., OF
CARY, M SS| SSI PPI, WHO WAS A COMBAT CASUALTY I N | RAQ ON MAY 2,
2005, AND EXPRESSI NG THE SYMPATHY OF THE LEQ SLATURE.

VWHEREAS, Al abama National Guardsnman Staff Sergeant John
Edward McGee, Sr., 36, of Colunmbus, Ceorgia, a native of Cary,
M ssi ssippi, was killed on Monday, May 2, 2005, when an inprovised
expl osi ve devi ce detonated near his vehicle while on conbat duty
i n Addi wani yah, Irag. He was one of 23 soldiers who died in the
tanker truck expl osion; and

WHEREAS, carried by a mlitary honor guard, he cane honme to
his native conmunity and famly, and was buried with full mlitary
honors on Saturday, May 14, 2005, at the Cary Community Cenetery.
Second District U S. Representative Bennie Thonpson joined a
del egation of mlitary officials, famly nenbers and pastors who
cel ebrated Sergeant McCGee's life during a service, at South Delta
Hi gh School Auditorium and

VWHEREAS, posthunously, Sergeant McGee was awar ded the Bronze
Star, Purple Heart and Al abama Meritorious Service Medal during
the service by Al abama National Guard Adjutant General Mark Bowen;
and

WHEREAS, assigned to the Arnmy National Guard' s 2101st
Transportation Conpany in Canden, Al abama, MGee had lived in
Col umbus, Ceorgia, for a brief tinme before the 2101st was
nobilized |ast summer. He was working at a hone heal th agency,
said his nother, Rebecca McGee, and had considered returning to

school ; but before he did, his Arny unit was sent to Iraq.
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Sergeant McCGee had conpleted a programto becone a |lieutenant, but
had not yet been comm ssioned; and

WHEREAS, Rebecca McCGee said her son enlisted in the Arny when
he was 17 years old, a 1986 graduate of Henry Wather H gh School
in Rolling Fork. "W live in an area where there are no jobs for
young nmen and John wanted to get a job to help his famly." He
had served ei ght years on active duty before joining the Al abama
National Guard in 1996; and

VWHEREAS, since mlitary operations in Afghanistan and Iraq
began, 27 soldiers with ties to Mssissippi have died. The Arny
said McGee was the fourth Al abama National Guardsman to be killed
in actioninlraqg. At least 26 mlitary personnel who were raised
or based in Al abama have died while serving in Iraq; and

VWHEREAS, "Staff Sergeant McGee was a highly respected sol dier
who al ways gave his best regardl ess of the circunstances," said
Maj or General Mark Bowen, Adjutant CGeneral of the Al abama Nati onal
Guard. "This is a great |oss and out thoughts and prayers go out
to the McCee famly and to the 2101st"; and

WHEREAS, John had been at honme on | eave just a week prior to
his death; and

VWHEREAS, in addition to his nother, survivors include two
sons, Devontac Cal dwel |, Hollandale, M ssissippi, and John Edward
McCGee, Jr., Colunbus, Ceorgia; one daughter, Jordan MGCee,
Col unbus, Georgia; four brothers, Howard McGee of Cary,
M ssi ssi ppi, Laurence McGee of Baltinore, Maryland, M chael MCee
Norfol k, Virginia, and Kenneth MGee, Col unbus, Georgia; four
sisters, Sandra Luckett, Atlanta, Georgia, Shelia Barfield, Sharon
Barnes and Beverly Thomas, all of Vicksburg, M ssissippi; and his
grandnot her, Ethel Crayton, Mayersville, M ssissippi. Devout in
his faith, he was a nenber of C ark Chapel United Methodi st Church
in Cary; and

VWHEREAS, to a country, a fallen soldier neans a nati onal

| oss; to a community, a fallen soldier neans a true hero; to a
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parent, a fallen soldier neans a son who won't be com ng hone.
M ssi ssi ppi ans understand the costs of conflict because we have
paid themin the past, and it is with great pride and humlity
that we recogni ze the heroic action of this great Anmerican and
M ssi ssi ppi an, who was the guardian of civilization as we know it
t oday:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESCLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby renenber the gallant service and commend the life of
Staff Sergeant John Edward McGee, Sr., of Cary, M ssissippi, who
was killed in action in Irag on Mnday, May 2, 2005, and extend
the thoughts and prayers of the Legislature to his famly and our
sorrow on his passing.

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to
the surviving famly of Sergeant McCGee and be made available to

menbers of the Capitol Press Corps.
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