M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE SECOND EXTRAORDI NARY SESSI ON 2005
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SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 502

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON REMEMBERI NG THE GALLANT SERVI CE AND
COMVENDI NG THE LI FE OF M SSI SSI PPI ARMY NATI ONAL GUARD STAFF
SERGEANT TOMW S. LI TTLE OF ALI CEVI LLE, ALABAMA, AND EXPRESSI NG
THE SYMPATHY OF THE LEQ SLATURE.

VWHEREAS, M ssissippi National Guardsman Staff Sergeant Tommy
S. Little, 45, of Aliceville, Al abama, died on Mnday, April 29,
2005, frominjuries he suffered in an April 19 attack during a
roadsi de bonbi ng that wounded four others; and

VWHEREAS, an inprovi sed expl osive device fatally wounded
Sergeant Little while he was on patrol about 20 mles south of
Baghdad, and he later died at a Texas mlitary hospital; and

VWHEREAS, Sergeant Little was a nenber of the M ssissipp
Nat i onal Guard 155th Arnored Bri gade based in Col unbus,
M ssi ssi ppi, which was activated in August 2004; and

VWHEREAS, Staff Sergeant Little's funeral on Friday, My 6,
2005, in which he was posthunously awarded the Bronze Star, the
Purple Heart and the M ssissippi Medal of Valor by M ssissipp
Nat i onal Guard Adjutant Major General Harold Cross, was attended
by nore than 400 nourners in his West Al abama community of 2,500;
and

VWHEREAS, Maj or CGeneral Cross, who canme to know Ser geant
Little as they trained before going to Iraq, said at his funeral
that it was one year ago this week that his unit was alerted it
was being called up, an order he sent to his guard nenbers on the
Sat ur day before Mt her's Day; and

VWHEREAS, Cross said Little was "a rare breed of man" who went

to lraq to "defend our country and to defend our freedons and
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above all to defend those of us in this roomso that we can
continue to enjoy the freedons that we enjoy today"; and

VWHEREAS, after services at the Aliceville National Guard
Arnmory, Little was buried at Cedar Grove Baptist Church Cenetery
in the Add Menphis community near the M ssissippi |ine; and

VWHEREAS, Sergeant Little also worked at the Aliceville Cotton
MIIl for 20 years before it closed. A veteran of Desert Storm
assignnments in Kuwait and Iraq in 1991, he was a nenber of the
second battalion of the 114th Field Artillery that is based in
Col unbus, M ssissippi; and

VWHEREAS, since mlitary operations in Afghanistan and Iraq
began, 27 soldiers with ties to Mssissippi have died. At |east
27 mlitary personnel who were raised or based in A abama have
died while serving in Iraq; and

VWHEREAS, to a country, a fallen soldier neans a national
|l oss; to a community, a fallen soldier neans a true hero; to a
parent, a fallen soldier neans a son who won't be com ng hone.
M ssi ssi ppi ans understand the costs of conflict because we have
paid themin the past, and it is with great pride and humlity
that we recogni ze the heroic action of this great Anmerican and
M ssi ssi ppi an, who was the guardian of civilization as we know it
t oday:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby renenber the gallant service and conmend the |ife of
M ssi ssippi Arny National CGuard Staff Sergeant Tomy S. Little of
Aliceville, Al abama, who died on Mnday, April 29, 2005, from
injuries he suffered in conbat in Iraq on April 19, 2005, and
extend the thoughts and prayers of the Legislature to his famly
and our sorrow on his passing.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to
the surviving famly of Sergeant Little and be nade available to

menbers of the Capitol Press Corps.
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