M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE SECOND EXTRAORDI NARY SESSI ON 2005
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Senator (s) Kirby, To: Rules
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SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 501

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON WELCOM NG THE DOUBLE- A M SSI SSI PP
BRAVES BASEBALL TEAM TO THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

VWHEREAS, on Monday, April 18, 2005, Double-A affiliated
basebal| returned to the Magnolia State, when the M ssissipp
Braves, the AA Sout hern League Franchise of the Atlanta Braves,
pl ayed their first game at the $25 MIlion "Trustmark Park" in
Pearl, M ssissippi; and

VWHEREAS, M ssi ssippi Braves General Manager Steve DeSal vo and
Field Manager Brian Snitker have presented central M ssissipp
with a 5,500 seat (7,319 capacity) state of the art stadiumthat
will serve as hone for the AA M ssissippi Braves. Private stadium
financing is assisted through state and mnunici pal sales tax rebate
i ncentives under the M ssissippi Tourismlncentive Program and
access road construction; and

VWHEREAS, the Atlanta Braves parent organization's streak of
13 strai ght division chanpionships is a well-known acconplishment
whi ch has been driven by a successful farm | eague system Less
publicized but equally significant is the fact that for 14
straight years, the Braves m nor |eague system has placed seventh
or higher in talent rankings published by Baseball Anmerica. There
is an obvious correlation, the Braves organi zati on has done a
remar kably consistent job of developing talent to supply their
maj or | eague club and central M ssissippi is the beneficiary of
this sports entertai nnent and econom ¢ devel opnent product; and

VWHEREAS, Double-A is the fifth of six levels in the Atlanta
m nor | eague system and the AA Braves has sent stars to the

maj ors such as Chi pper Jones, Andruw Jones, Marcus G |es, Javy
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Lopez, Mark Lenke, Ron Gant, Tom d avi ne, Ryan Kl esko, Steve
Avery, Jeff Blauser, Vinny Castilla, Kevin MII|wood, Jason
Schm dt, Jermai ne Dye, Jason Marquis, Eddie Perez and Mark
Whl ers. The opening day roster of the M ssissippi Braves had
five of Baseball Anerica' s top 10 rated players in the
organi zation: Jeff Francoeur (1), Brian McCann (3), Anthony Lerew
(5), Luis Hernandez (7) and Bl ai ne Boyer (10). The M ssissipp
Braves had six players on the Atlanta Braves' 40-man roster:
Bl ai ne Boyer, Anthony Lerew, Macay MBride, Jorge Vasquez, Luis
Her nandez and Scott Thorman; and

WHEREAS, the State of Mssissippi is a big fan of the Braves
parent organi zation, which has the follow ng acconplishnments to
its credit: 1995 Wrld Series Chanpions; 13 consecutive D vision
Chanmpi onshi ps; Baseball Anerica's Organization of the Year - 1991
and 1996; USA Today's Organi zation of the Year - 1996 and
Organi zation of the Past 20 Years - 1982-2001; Topps' Organization
of the Year - 1986; Braves Ceneral Manager John Schuerhol z 2004
reci pient of the Baseball Anerica Lifetine Achievenent Award (son,
Jon Schuer hol z, plays second base for the M ssissippi Braves); and

VWHEREAS, fromthe $1 MIlion scoreboard to the 26 | uxury
suites, not many expenses were spared in building Trustmark Park
and bringi ng AA baseball back to the Central - M ssi ssippi-Metro
area, including the following features: capacity of 7,319; each
seat has a chair back and a cup holder; 21 foot daktronics
vi deoboard; Cellular South Cafe - full-service restaurant open
year round; Alltel Corporate Picnic Pavilion; Md-South Ford
Deal ers Fam |y Fun Zone; 26 luxury suites; two party decks; nine
speci alty concessi on stands and 360 degree concourse; and

VWHEREAS, the M ssissippi Braves have already proven
thensel ves to be excellent corporate citizens for the Central
M ssi ssi ppi area, evidences by the following charitable efforts:
K for Kids (a donation is nade to a local charity each tine a

M ssi ssi ppi Braves pitcher strikes out an opponent); baseball,
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books and bar graphs (a donation was nade to support the sumrer
educational programin the Pearl Public School District); Dream
Inc. (a Drug Use Prevention Program; Budweiser "Good Sport™
Program (encour agi ng desi gnated drivers); and other donations and
contributi ons have been nmade to organi zati ons and causes in the
Central M ssissippi area; and

VWHEREAS, the M ssissippi Braves will conpete in the Southern
League, one of three Double-A |evel |eagues in M nor League
Basebal |, which traces its begi nnings back to 1885, when eight
cities joined to formthe Southern League of Professional Basebal
Cl ubs; and

VWHEREAS, it is with great pride that we recognize the arriva
of this popul ar southern baseball franchise to our state:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby wel cone the Doubl e-A M ssissippi Braves Baseball Team
to the State of M ssissippi and cormend Braves General Manager
John Schuerhol z and M ssi ssippi Braves CGeneral Manager Steve
DeSal vo for their decision to locate their franchise in the
Magnolia State.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to
the General Manager, Field Manager and nenbers of the M ssissipp

Braves organi zation and be nmade available to the Capitol Press

Cor ps.
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