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By: Senator(s) Gordon, To:  Appropriations
Al britton, Browning,

Butl er, Carm chael, d arke,
Davis, Dearing, CGollott,
Har den, Harvey, Hyde-Snith,
Jackson (11th), Jackson
(15t h), Jackson (32nd),
Jordan, King, Kirby, Lee
(35th), Little, Mrgan,
Nunnel ee, Pi ckering, Posey,
Robertson, Thomas, \Valls,

W | enon

SENATE BI LL NO. 2067

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 7-9-70, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO
CREATE A M SSI SSI PPl BURN CARE FUND, TO PROVI DE THAT THE
M SSI SSI PPl FI REFI GHTERS MEMORI AL BURN CENTER FUND SHALL BE THE
M SSI SSI PPl BURN CARE FUND, TO REQUI RE THE BOARD OF HEALTH TO
ESTABLI SH STANDARDS AND PROCEDURES FOR THE USE OF FUNDS
APPROPRI ATED FROM THE FUND; TO AMEND SECTI ONS 21-19-58, 27-7-88,
27-19-44.1, 27-19-44.3, 27-39-331, 27-39-332 AND 41-59-5,
M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, I N CONFORM TY THERETG, AND FOR RELATED
PURPGOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 7-9-70, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

7-9-70. (1) There is hereby created and established in the
State Treasury a special trust fund to be known as the
"M ssissippi Fire Fighters Menorial Burn Center Fund." There
shal | be deposited in such fund (a) all such fees as the State
Treasurer is directed to deposit therein under subsection (4) of
Section 27-19-56.1, under subsection (4) of Section 27-19-56.2 and
under subsection (5)(b) of Section 27-19-56.4; and (b) any gift,
donati on, bequest, trust, grant, endownent, transfer of nobney or
securities or any other nonies fromany source whatsoever as may
be designated for deposit in the fund.

(2) The principal of the trust fund created under subsection
(1) of this section shall remain inviolate and shall be invested
as provided by law. Interest and incone derived frominvestnent
of the principal of the trust fund nmay be appropriated by the
Legi sl ature and expended exclusively for the support and
mai nt enance of the M ssissippi Fire Fighters Menorial Burn Center.

(3) Fromand after the effective date of this act, there

shall be created in the State Treasury a fund known as the
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M ssi ssi ppi Burn Care Fund. The M ssissippi Burn Care Fund shal

be the Mssissippi Fire Fighters Menorial Burn Center Fund and any

reference to the Mssissippi Fire Fighters Menorial Burn Center

Fund in | aw shall nean the M ssissippi Burn Care Fund. All funds

payable to the M ssissippi Fire Fighters Menorial Burn Center Fund

shall fromthe effective date of this act, be paid to the

M ssi ssippi Burn Care Fund. Al balances in the Mssissippi Fire

Fi ghters Menorial Burn Center Fund and the M ssissippi Fire

Fighters Menorial Fire Fighters Burn Center Escrow Fund shall be

transferred to the M ssissippi Burn Care Fund on the effective

date of this act. Al interest earned by funds in the M ssissipp

Burn Care Fund shall be credited to the fund and not the General

Fund. For fiscal year 2006, and for each fiscal year thereafter,

the Legislature nmay appropriate interest, incone or other funds

credited to the M ssissippi Burn Care Fund, and there shall be no

requi renent that the nonies deposited to the fund be held

inviolate in trust. Any appropriation of funds fromthe

M ssi ssi ppi Burn Care Fund shall be to the M ssissippi Departnent

of Health for the purpose of carrying out its responsibilities

established in Section 8 of this act. The M ssissippi Burn Care

Fund shall be authorized to accept gifts, donations, bequests,

appropriations or other grants from any source, governnental or

private, for deposit into the fund. The Departnent of Health

shal|l be the agency responsible for receiving any such gifts,

donati ons, bequests, appropriations or grants and shall deposit

such to the M ssissippi Burn Care Fund.

SECTION 2. Section 21-19-58, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

21-19-58. The board of supervisors of any county, and the
governing authorities of any municipality in the state, are hereby
aut hori zed and enpowered, in their discretion, to make

contributions to the M ssissippi Departnent of Health for deposit

to the Mssissippi Burn Care Fund fromthe general fund or federal
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revenue sharing funds of such county or nunicipality wherein such
funds may be avail abl e.

SECTION 3. Section 27-7-88, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

27-7-88. (1) Each resident individual taxpayer who files a
M ssi ssippi inconme tax return and who will receive a tax refund
fromthe State Tax Comm ssion may designate that a contribution be
made to the Mssissippi * * * Burn Care Fund created in Section
7-9-70, M ssissippi Code of 1972, by marking the appropriate box
printed on the return pursuant to this subsection. |In the case of
a joint return, each spouse nay designate that a portion of the
refund shall be paid to such fund.

The State Tax Comm ssion shall print on the M ssissipp
incone tax formfor residents a space for designating the
contribution in substantially the follow ng form

"M SSI SSIPPE * * * BURN CARE FUND

| wish to contribute ( )$1 ( )$5 ( )$10 ( )Oher $___ of
ny TAX REFUND TO THE M SSI SSI PPl * * * BURN CARE FUND. "

(2) The State Tax Comm ssion shall explain in the
i nstructions acconpanying the individual incone tax formthe
pur poses for which the contributions authorized herein shall be
used.

(3) This section shall apply to taxable years begi nning on
or after January 1, 2001.

(4) The Chairman of the State Tax Conm ssion shall determ ne
annual ly the total anount designated by individuals to be paid to
the fund, along with all interest earned thereon, and shall report
such amount to the State Treasurer who shall pay such anmount into
the Mssissippi * * * Burn Care Fund.

SECTION 4. Section 27-19-44.1, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

27-19-44.1. (1) Notw thstanding any other provision of |aw

to the contrary, One Dollar ($1.00) of the additional fee for any
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distinctive or special tag that would otherwi se be distributed to
a nongovernnental organization or entity, shall be deposited to
the credit of the special fund created in Section 27-19-44. 2.

(2) Subsection (1) of this section shall not apply to funds
required to be deposited to the credit of the Mssissippi * * *

Burn Care Fund created in Section 7-9-70.

(3) Subsection (1) of this section shall not apply if a
portion of the fee for any distinctive or special tag is required
to be deposited to the credit of the fund created in Section
27-19-44.2 by the | aw authorizing the issuance of the distinctive
or special tag.

SECTION 5. Section 27-19-44.3, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

27-19-44. 3.

* * %

* * * The M ssissippi Departnent of Health shall file an

annual report with the Secretary of the Senate and the C erk of
t he House of Representatives not |ater than January 10 of each

year, describing the expenditure of funds appropriated to it from

the M ssissippi Burn Care Fund received * * * fromfees collected

fromthe issuance of distinctive or special |icense tags under
this chapter.

SECTION 6. Section 27-39-331, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

27-39-331. The board of supervisors of any county is hereby
aut hori zed and enpowered, in its discretion, to set aside,
appropriate and expend nonies fromthe general fund to * * * the

M ssi ssi ppi Departnent of Health for deposit to the M ssissipp

Burn Care Fund.

SECTION 7. Section 27-39-332, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows:
27-39-332. The board of supervisors of any county is hereby

aut hori zed and enpowered, in its discretion, to levy a tax not to
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exceed one (1) m |l per annum upon all taxable property of the

county to be provided to * * * the M ssissippi Departnent of

Health to support the M ssissippi Burn Care Fund.

SECTION 8. Section 41-59-5, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

41-59-5. (1) The State Board of Health shall establish and
mai ntain a programfor the inprovenent and regul ati on of energency
medi cal services (hereinafter EMS) in the State of M ssissippi.
The responsibility for inplenentation and conduct of this program
shall be vested in the State Health O ficer of the State Board of
Health along with such other officers and boards as may be
specified by | aw or regul ation.

(2) The board shall provide for the regulation and |icensing
of public and private anbul ance service, inspection and issuance
of permts for anbul ance vehicles, training and certification of
EMS personnel, including drivers and attendants, the devel opnent
and mai nt enance of a statew de EMS records program devel opnent
and adoption of EMS regul ati ons, the coordination of an EMS
comuni cations system and other related EMS activities.

(3) The board is authorized to promnmul gate and enforce such
rul es, regulations and m ni num standards as needed to carry out
the provisions of this chapter.

(4) The board is authorized to receive any funds
appropriated to the board fromthe Enmergency Medical Services
Operating Fund created in Section 41-59-61 and is further
aut hori zed, with the Energency Medical Services Advisory Counci
acting in an advisory capacity, to adm nister the disbursenent of
such funds to the counties, nunicipalities and organi zed energency
medi cal service districts and the utilization of such funds by the
sane, as provided in Section 41-59-61.

(5) The departnent acting as the | ead agency, in
consultation wth and having solicited advice fromthe ENMS

Advi sory Council, shall devel op a uniform nonfragnmented inclusive
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statewi de trauma care systemthat provides excellent patient care.
It is the intent of the Legislature that the purpose of this
systemis to reduce death and disability resulting fromtraumatic
injury, and in order to acconplish this goal it is necessary to
assign additional responsibilities to the departnent. The
departnment is assigned the responsibility for creating,

i npl enenting and nmanagi ng the statew de trauma care system The
departnent shall be designated as the | ead agency for trauna care
systens devel opnent. The departnent shall devel op and adm ni ster
trauma regul ations that include, but are not limted to, the

M ssi ssi ppi Trauma Care System Pl an, trauma system st andards,
trauma center designations, field triage, interfacility traum
transfer, EMS aero nedical transportation, trauna data collection,
trauma care system eval uati on and managenent of state trauma
systens funding. The departnent shall take the necessary steps to
devel op, adopt and inplenent the M ssissippi Traunma Care System
Plan and all associated trauma care system regul ati ons necessary
to inplenent the M ssissippi trauma care system The depart nent
shal |l cause the inplenentation of both professional and |ay trauma
education prograns. These trauma educational prograns shal

i nclude both clinical trauma education and injury prevention. As
it is recognized that rehabilitation services are essential for
traumati zed individuals to be returned to active, productive
lives, the department shall coordinate the devel opnment of the

i nclusive trauma systemw th the M ssissippi Departnent of
Rehabilitation Services and all other appropriate rehabilitation
syst ens.

(6) The State Board of Health is authorized to receive any
funds appropriated to the board fromthe M ssissippi Trauma Care
System Fund created in Section 41-59-75. It is further
aut hori zed, with the Energency Medical Services Advisory Counci

and the M ssissippi Trauma Advisory Conmttee acting in advisory
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capacities, to admnister the disbursenents of such funds

according to adopted trauma care systemregul ati ons.

(7) In addition to the trauma-rel ated duties provided for in

this section, the Board of Heal th shal

devel op a plan for the

delivery of services to M ssissipp

burn victins through the

exi sting trauma care system of hospitals.

Such plan shall be

operational by July 1, 2005, and shal

i ncl ude:

(a)

Systens by which burn patients will be assigned or

transferred to hospitals capable of neeting their needs;

(b)

Procedures for allocating funds appropriated from

the M ssi ssipp

Burn Care Fund to hospitals that provide services

to M ssissipp

burn victinms; and

provi si ons necessary to provide burn

(c) Such other
care for M ssissippi residents.
SECTION 9. This act

and after its passage.
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Create a M ssissipp

Burn Care Fund.



