M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE SECOND EXTRAORDI NARY SESSI ON 2005
By: Senator(s) Gordon, Little, To: Appropriations

Frazier, Davis, Flowers, Jackson
(32nd), Turner

SENATE BI LL NO. 2048

1 AN ACT MAKI NG AN APPROPRI ATI ON FOR THE PURPCSE OF DEFRAYI NG

2 THE EXPENSES OF THE VETERANS AFFAI RS BOARD FOR FI SCAL YEAR 2006.

3 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
4 SECTION 1. The following sum or so much thereof as nay be

5 necessary, is hereby appropriated out of any noney in the State

6 General Fund not otherw se appropriated, for the purpose of

7 defraying the expenses and payi ng salaries of the Veterans Affairs
8 Board for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2005, and endi ng

9 June 30, 2006.......... . .. $ 2,937, 376. 00.
10 SECTION 2. The following sum or so much thereof as nay be
11 necessary, is hereby appropriated out of any noney in the special
12 fund in the State Treasury to the credit of the Veterans Affairs
13 Board which is conprised of special source funds collected by or
14 otherwi se available to the board, for the support and nai ntenance
15 of said board for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2005, and

16 ending June 30, 2006.......... ... $ 26, 232, 421. 00.
17 SECTION 3. O the funds appropriated under the provisions of
18 Sections 1 and 2, not nore than the anobunts set forth bel ow shal
19 be expended for the respective major objects or purposes of

20 expendi ture:

21 MAJOR OBJECTS OF EXPENDI TURE:

22 Per sonal Services:

23 Sal ari es, Wages and Fringe Benefits.. $ 15, 482, 244. 00
24 Travel and Subsistence................ 70, 971. 00
25 Contractual Services....................... 11, 605, 914. 00
26 Commodities. ... ..o e 1, 864, 168. 00
27 Capital CQutlay:
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O her Than Equipnent.................. 0. 00

Equipment . ......... . .. ... 96, 500. 00
Subsi dies, Loans and Grants................ 50, 000. 00
Total ... $ 29, 169, 797. 00

FUNDI NG
General Funds............ ... ... ... ... ... .. $ 2,937, 376. 00
Special Funds............ ... .. . .. . . . . .. 26, 232,421. 00
Total ... $ 29, 169, 797. 00

AUTHORI ZED PCSI Tl ONS:

Per manent : Full Time............ 75
Part Time............ 0
Time-Limted: Full Tinme............ 567
Part Time............ 96

Wth the funds herein appropriated, it is the intention of
the Legislature that it shall be the agency's responsibility to
make certain that funds required to be appropriated for "Personal
Services" for Fiscal Year 2007 do not exceed Fiscal Year 2006
funds appropriated for that purpose, unless prograns or positions
are added to the agency's Fiscal Year 2007 budget by the
M ssi ssippi Legislature. Based on data provided by the
Legi sl ative Budget O fice, the State Personnel Board shal
determ ne and publish the projected annual cost to fully fund al
appropriated positions in conpliance with the provisions of this
act. It shall be the responsibility of the agency head to insure
that no single personnel action increases this projected annual
cost and/or the Fiscal Year 2006 appropriation for "Personal
Servi ces" when annualized, with the exception of escal ated funds.
If, at the tine the agency takes any action to change "Personal
Services," the State Personnel Board determ nes that the agency
has taken an action which woul d cause the agency to exceed this
proj ected annual cost or the Fiscal Year 2006 "Personal Services"
appropriated | evel, when annualized, then only those actions which

reduce the projected annual cost and/or the appropriation
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requi renent will be processed by the State Personnel Board until
such time as the requirenents of this provision are net.

Any transfers or escal ations shall be nmade in accordance with
the terns, conditions and procedures established by |aw or
al l owabl e under the terns set forth within this act. The State
Per sonnel Board shall not escal ate positions without witten
approval fromthe Departnent of Finance and Adm nistration. The
Depart ment of Finance and Adm nistration shall not provide witten
approval to escalate any funds for salaries and/or positions
W t hout proof of availability of new or additional funds above the
appropriated | evel.

No general funds authorized to be expended herein shall be
used to replace federal funds and/or other special funds which are
bei ng used for salaries authorized under the provisions of this
act and which are withdrawn and no | onger avail abl e.

The agency shall not take any action to pronote or otherw se
award sal ary increases through reallocation, reclassification,
real i gnnent, education benchmark, career |adder, or any other
neans to increase salaries of enployees or positions unless
specifically exenpted by the follow ng conditions: the award of
teacher pay increases, the advancenent of a trainee/cadet to the
next |evel of a bona fide career |adder, the award of an
educati onal benchmark for the attainnent of Certified Public
Account ant License or higher |evel professional certification as
determ ned by the State Personnel Board, the i medi ate repl acenent
of a departing enployee with an individual fromwthin state
service or a new hire at a salary |evel equivalent to that of the
departing enpl oyee, and the energency appoi ntnment of nurses,
pharmaci sts or other health care professionals at a salary to be
determ ned by the State Personnel Board, unless otherw se
authorized in this act.

SECTION 4. O the funds appropriated under the provisions of

Sections 1 and 2, funds in the amunt of Two Hundred Fifty
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Thousand Dol | ars ($250, 000.00) are provided to defray the cost of
providing care to indigent/lowincome Mssissippi veterans and the
non-vet eran surviving spouses of M ssissippi veterans if the
surviving spouse was a resident of a state veterans hone at the
time of the veteran's death and who, subsequent to the veteran's
death, nmeets the indigent/lowincone criteria established by the
State Veterans Affairs Board, in the state veterans honmes. It is
the intention of the Legislature that the provision pertaining to
use of indigent/lowinconme surviving spouses be retroactive for
any such period, prior to the effective date of this act, that a
current surviving spouse may have net the criteria. This section
and its provisions shall be known and cited as the "Hilton R
"Jack' Vance Act of 1997."

SECTION 5. O the funds appropriated under the provisions of
Section 2, Six Hundred Twenty-one Thousand Four Hundred
Seventy-two Dol |l ars ($621,472.00) shall be derived fromthe Health
Care Expendabl e Fund created in Section 43-13-407, M ssissipp
Code of 1972, for the support and nai ntenance of the Veterans
Affairs Board.

SECTION 6. It is the intention of the Legislature that the
Executive Director of the Veterans' Affairs Board may authorize
i ncreases in any major objects of expenditures in total anmounts
not to exceed twenty-five percent (25% of the appropriated anount
of each major object of expenditure, provided that other major
obj ects of expenditure are decreased by a correspondi ng doll ar
anount. However, no transfers shall be authorized which increase
the maj or object of expenditure "Sal aries, Wages and Fri nge
Benefits."

SECTION 7. It is the intention of the Legislature that the
Veterans Affairs Board shall maintain conplete accounting and
personnel records related to the expenditure of all funds
appropriated under the provisions of this act and that such

records shall be in the sane format and | evel of details as
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mai nt ai ned for Fiscal Year 2005. It is further the intention of
the Legislature that the budget request for Fiscal Year 2007 shal
be submtted to the Joint Legislative Budget Conmttee in a format
and | evel of detail conparable to the format and | evel of detail
provi ded during the Fiscal Year 2006 budget request process.

SECTION 8. The noney herein appropriated shall be paid by
the State Treasurer out of any noney in the State Treasury to the
credit of the proper fund or funds as set forth in this act, upon
warrants issued by the State Fiscal Oficer; and the State Fi sca
Oficer shall issue his warrants upon requisitions signed by the
proper person, officer or officers in the manner provided by | aw.

SECTION 9. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2005.
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