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Representative Stringer To: Rules

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 7

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON COMMENDI NG ROY THI GPEN, JR., FOR 21
YEARS OF DEDI CATED SERVI CE TO THE UNI TED STATES ARMY AND
RECOGNI ZI NG HI S PROFESSI ONAL ACCOVPL| SHMVENTS.

VWHEREAS, Sergeant First O ass Roy Thigpen, Jr., born Decenber
23, 1966, in Mound Bayou, M ssissippi, to Roy Thigpen, Sr., and
Julia WIIlians Thi gpen, and spent his chil dhood in Canton,
M ssi ssi ppi, obtaining his education at Holy Child Jesus and
graduating from Canton Hi gh School in May of 1984; and

VWHEREAS, Roy Thigpen, Jr., entered the United States Arny in
August of 1984, wherein he observed, analyzed, and provided
feedback to Army National Guard Air Defense Artillery (ADA) units
on the application of doctrinal tactics, techniques, and
procedures; trained and evaluated Air Defense Artillery units
t hroughout the states of North Dakota, Illinois, and M nnesota
during Inactive Duty Training and Annual Training (AT); and
advi sed and trained 64 senior unit |eaders and 500 sol diers on
i ndi vi dual and pl atoon col |l ective tasks that support the unit's
wartime mssion; and

VWHEREAS, he al so served as an instructor on the Bradl ey
Stinger Fighting Vehicle, providing technical guidance and
instruction to enlisted, officers and warrant officers, conducting
very inportant person briefings, preparing | esson plans and
audi o-vi sual products for classroominstruction, adm nistering
witten and practical exans and bei ng responsible for the upkeep
and mai ntenance of all training aids and associ ated equi pnent in

val ue of over Two MIlion Dollars; and
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VWHEREAS, he was a master gunner for a M2A2 Bradl ey equi pped
Air Defense Battery in an Arnored Division, was responsible for
crew training of BSFV (Bradley Stinger Fighting Vehicle) crews,
prepared and orchestrated the operation and training in the UCOFT
simul ator, was responsible for ensuring the commander was pronptly
briefed on crew proficiency and advi sed t he conmander on al
matters concerni ng BSFV training nai ntenance and gunnery; and

VWHEREAS, he served as the commander's gunnery technical
advisor in a Bradley Stinger Fighting Vehicle/avenger air defense
artillery battalion organic to the 1st Arnored D vision;
responsi bl e for the planning, devel opnent, coordination,
execution, evaluation of all Bradley gunnery training;
coordinating live fire exercises for small arns, Bradley and
Avenger weapon system managing training devices for Bradl ey
gunnery training; and forecasting ammunition for Bradley live fire
exerci ses; and

WHEREAS, during his time in 1-4 ADA, SFC Thi gpen found
hi nmsel f i n numerous chal |l engi ng situations, but his dedication to
duty and his unsurpassed professionalismwere especially evident
during deploynent to Bosnia with | FOR, whether performng
enuner abl e nounted patrols, convoy escort duty, or ground security
m ssi ons, SFC Thi gpen applied hard work, discipline, and drive to
every task assigned to himand his subordinates; and

VWHEREAS, SFC Thi gpen's excel |l ence in Bradl ey Gunnery was
recogni zed at the Battalion level with his selection as the
Battalion Master Gunner in April 1996, and in the three and
one-hal f years of serving in this capacity, 1-4 ADA qualified at
the top in all of 1st Arnored Division on Bradley Table VIII for
t hree consecutive gunneries; and

WHEREAS, from July 1998 to Septenber 1998, SFC Thi gpen served
as (Operations Sergeant in the Eagle Base Defense Center during

Qperation Joint Guard and Operation Joint Forge; and
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VWHEREAS, SFC Thi gpen successfully held the position of Senior
Instructor for Third Platoon as well as being the Acadeny's EO
Representative, a capacity in which he facilitated the creation of
the Acadeny's Dining In, In processing and G aduati on SOP,

i npl enented revi sed standards in several key functional areas that
enabl ed the Acadeny to function flawl essly and unsel fishly

provi ded the incomng Chief Instructor of PLDC with the
institutional information enabling a seanmless transition for the
Acadeny and the new Chief Instructor of PLDC, and

VWHEREAS, SFC Thi gpen recei ved nunerous awards i ncl udi ng
MBM 2 Cak Leaf Cluster, ARCOM 1 Cak Leaf Cluster, AAM 1/Silver Qak
Leaf Cluster and 3 Oak Leaf Cluster; and

VWHEREAS, it is the policy of this Legislature to recognize
and comrend such out standi ng M ssi ssi ppi ans as SFC Roy Thi gpen,
Jr.:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI, THE SENATE CONCURRI NG
THEREI N, That we do hereby congratul ate SFC Roy Thi gpen, Jr., on
his retirement, conmend himfor the 21 years of service that he
has rendered to our state and nation and extend to himand his
famly best w shes for continued success in all of his future
endeavors.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That copies of this resolution be
furnished to Sergeant First C ass Roy Thigpen, Jr., and to the

menbers of the Capitol Press Corps.
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