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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT NO 1 PROPOSED TO

House Bill No. 318

BY: Committee

Amend by striking all after the enacting clause and inserting

inlieu thereof the follow ng:

SECTION 1. Section 23-15-369, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

23-15-369. (1) (a) Wenever a constitutional anendnent is
submtted to the vote of the people, the substance of such
anendnent shall be printed in clear and unanbi guous | anguage on
the ballot after the Iist of candidates, if any, followed by the

words "FOR THE AMENDVENT" and al so by the words "AGAI NST THE

AVENDMENT" , and shall be styled in such a manner that a * * * vote

"FOR THE AMENDVENT" wi Il indicate approval of the proposal and

a* * * vote "AGAINST THE AMENDMENT" will indicate rejection.

(b) The substance of the anendnent shall be an

expl anatory statenment not exceeding one hundred (100) words in

| ength of the chief purpose of the neasure. Such statenent shal
be prepared by the Legislature and included in the concurrent
resol uti on proposing the anendnment to the Constitution. The
statenent shall avoid, whenever possible, the use of |egal
term nol ogy or jargon and shall use instead, sinple, ordinary,
everyday | anguage. The Secretary of State shall give each

proposed constitutional anendnent a designating nunber for
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conveni ent reference. This nunber designation shall appear on the
ball ot. Designating nunbers shall be assigned in the order of
filing or certification of the anendnments. The Secretary of State
shall furnish the designating nunber and the substance of each
anmendnent to the circuit clerk of each county in which such
amendnent is to be voted on

(c) The full text of each proposed constitutional
anendnent shall be published by the Secretary of State as provided
for in Section 7-3-39, Mssissippi Code of 1972, and shall be
posted promnently in all polling places, with copies of the
proposed anmendnent to be * * * available at each polling place.

(2) Except as may be otherw se provided in subsection (1) of
this section, whenever any public nmeasure, question or matter that
requires an affirmative or negative vote is submtted to a vote of
the electors, the nmeasure or matter shall be printed on the ball ot
and al so the words "FOR' or "AGAINST" to be so arranged by the
proper officer so that the voter can intelligently vote his
pref erence.

SECTION 2. The Attorney Ceneral of the State of M ssissipp
shall submt this act, imrediately upon approval by the Governor,
or upon approval by the Legislature subsequent to a veto, to the
Attorney Ceneral of the United States or to the United States
District Court for the District of Colunbia in accordance with the
provi sions of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, as anended and
ext ended.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after the date it is effectuated under Section 5 of the Voting
Ri ghts Act of 1965, as anended and ext ended.

Further, amend by striking the title inits entirety and

inserting in lieu thereof the foll ow ng:

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 23-15-369, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972,
TO REVI SE THE FORM OF THE BALLOT ON PROPOSED CONSTI TUTI ONAL
AMENDMENTS; TO | NCREASE THE MAXI MUM NUMBER OF WORDS THAT MAY
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4  APPEAR ON THE BALLOT AS AN EXPLANATCRY STATEMENT OF THE CHI EF
5 PURPCSE OF THE MEASURE;, AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.
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