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House Amendments to Senate Bill No. 2931
TO THE SECRETARY OF THE SENATE:

THIS IS TO | NFORM YOU THAT THE HOUSE HAS ADOPTED THE AMENDMENTS SET OUT
BELOW

AMENDMENT NO. 1

Amend by striking all after the enacting clause and inserting

inlieu thereof the follow ng:

SECTION 1. (1) There is established the M ssissipp

Di sability Resource Conmi ssion. The function of the conm ssion is
to:

(a) Assimlate and provide current information to
persons who need health, special education or disability
i nformation or services;

(b) Refer those persons to the appropriate agencies to
recei ve needed information or services;

(c) Facilitate coordination of services provided by
agencies for the maxi num benefit of persons who need health,
speci al education or disability services;

(d) Be a conprehensive cl earinghouse of information and
single point of contact for people wth disabilities related to
potential service prograns; and

(e) O herw se assist persons who need health, special
education or disability services in obtaining information and
servi ces.

(2) The powers and duties of the Mssissippi Disability
Resource Conm ssion shall include, but are not limted to, or
provided in any priority order, the follow ng:

(a) To collect and anal yze heal th, special education
and disability-related data for use by state agencies,
uni versities and col |l eges, organi zations and private citizens;

(b) To advise the Governor, the Legislature, the
M ssi ssi ppi congressi onal del egation, state agencies, the business
comunity, other public and private groups and the general public
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on health, special education and disability issues and concerns,
and to make recommendations to address those identified matters,
wi th enphasis on increasing opportunities for independence and
enpl oynent ;

(c) To coordi nate and conduct public rel ations
activities, including establishment of a permanent, statew de
toll-free phone line for people with disabilities seeking access
to services and prograns, to pronote the skills and capabilities
of persons needing health, special education or disability
services; and

(d) To submt an annual report to the Governor and to
the Legislature with recommendati ons to address the needs of
persons in M ssissippi needing health, special education or
disability services, and other pertinent data regardi ng health,
speci al education or disability issues.

(3) The nenbership of the comm ssion shall consist of
thirteen (13) nmenbers as foll ows:

(a) The Executive Director of the State Departnent of
Rehabilitation Services, or his or her designee;

(b) The Executive Director of the State Departnent of
Mental Health, or his or her designee;

(c) The Executive Oficer of the State Departnent of
Heal th, or his or her designee;

(d) The State Superintendent of Public Education, or
his or her designee;

(e) The Executive Director of the Division of Mdicaid,
or his or her designee;

(f) The Executive Director of the Departnent of Human
Services, or his or her designee; and

(g) Three (3) appointnments by the Governor and two (2)
appoi ntnents each by the Lieutenant Governor and Speaker of the
House of Representatives.

Each of the appointnments referenced in paragraph (g) of this
subsection shall be a person with a disability, a representative
of a disability advocacy group, or the parent of a person with a
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disability. O these appointnents, there shall be no nore than
one (1) appointnment fromthe same consuner organization or
advocacy group during the sanme term of appoi ntnent.

(4) Menbers appointed by the Governor, Lieutenant Governor
and Speaker of the House shall serve for terns that run
concurrently with the terns of office of the appointing officials.
An appointnment to fill a vacancy, other than by expiration of a
termof office, shall be made for the bal ance of the unexpired
term

(5) The nmenbers of the comm ssion shall elect fromtheir
menber ship the chairperson and vice chairperson of the conm ssion
The chai rperson and vice chairperson shall be a nenber appoi nted
under subsection (3)(g) of this section and a nenber froma state
agency referenced in subsection (3)(a) through (f) of this
section. The chairperson and vice chairperson shall serve for
terms of one (1) year beginning on July 1 of each year, except
that the ternms of the first chairperson and vice chairperson shal
begin on the date of their election to those positions. Each
year at the expiration of the terns of the chairperson and vice
chai rperson, the vice chairperson during the preceding year shal
serve as chairperson for the next year, and a new vice chairperson
shall be elected according to the terns set forth in this
subsecti on.

(6) The comm ssion shall neet at |east quarterly and hold
ot her neetings as are necessary for the purpose of conducting
requi red business, not exceeding six (6) neetings in any one (1)
fiscal year. |If funds are available for that purpose, the
appoi nted nenbers of the comm ssion may be paid per di em and
travel expenses in accordance with the provisions of Sections
25-3-69 and 25-3-41.

(7) The M ssissippi Disability Resource Comm ssion may
recei ve and expend any noni es appropriated by the Legislature,
apply for and utilize grants, and receive gifts or any other

appropriate source of funds to carry out the duties of office.
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SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after its passage.
Further, amend by striking the title inits entirety and

inserting in lieu thereof the foll ow ng:

AN ACT TO ESTABLI SH THE M SSI SSI PPl DI SABI LI TY RESOURCE
COMM SSI ON TO ASSI M LATE AND PROVI DE CURRENT | NFORMVATI ON, REFER
PERSONS TO APPROPRI ATE AGENCI ES, FACI LI TATE COORDI NATI ON OF AGENCY
SERVI CES, AND BE A COVPREHENSI VE | NFORVATI ON CLEARI NGHOUSE AND
SINGLE PO NT OF CONTACT FOR PECPLE W TH DI SABI LI TI ES; TO PRESCRI BE
THE MEMBERSHI P OF THE COWM SSI ON AND PRESCRI BE | TS PONERS AND
DUTI ES; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

HR40\ SB2931PH. J

Don Ri chardson
Clerk of the House of Representatives
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