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REPORT OF CONFERENCE COMMITTEE
MR, SPEAKER AND MADAM PRESI DENT:

We, the undersigned conferees, have had under consideration the anmendnments to the
follow ng entitled BILL:

H B. No. 887: Deer hunting; establish separate seasons for
sout heastern part of state.

We, therefore, respectfully submt the followi ng report and reconmrendati on:
1. That the Senate recede fromits Amendment No. 1.

2. That the House and Senate adopt the followi ng anendnent:

Amend by striking all after the enacting clause and inserting

inlieu thereof the follow ng:

SECTION 1. (1) Wen hunting deer during any gun season on

deer, a hunter nust wear in full view at |east five hundred (500)
square inches of solid unbroken fluorescent orange. This
requi renent shall not apply to a hunter while the hunter is in a
fully encl osed deer stand.

(2) Awviolation of this sectionis a Cass Il violation and
i s puni shabl e as provided in Section 49-7-143.

SECTI ON 2. The open season for gane birds shall be as

foll ows:

(a) On bobwhite quail: The season shall open on
Thanksgi ving Day and run through the first Saturday in March next
fol | ow ng.

(b) On pheasant: There shall be no open season on
pheasant .

(c) On wld turkey: The comm ssion may fix the spring
season between March 1 and May 15. In addition, the comm ssion
may fix special fall either-sex seasons.

(d) On magratory birds: The open season for mgratory
birds shall be the season prescribed by the Federal Mgratory Bird

Treaty regul ati ons.
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SECTI ON 3. The open season on gane ani mal s except deer shal

be as foll ows:

(a) On squirrel

(i) Zone 1. For areas north of H ghway 82 plus
t hose portions of Sunflower County and Washi ngton County south of
H ghway 82 the season shall open on the Saturday nearest Cctober 1
and run through February 28.

(ii) Zone 2: For areas between H ghway 82 and
H ghway 84, plus such portions of the state south of H ghway 84
and west of Interstate 55, the season shall open on the Saturday
nearest Cctober 15 and run through February 28.

(iii) Zone 3: For areas south of Hi ghway 84 and
east of Interstate 55 the season shall open on the |ast Saturday
in Cctober and run through February 28.

(b) On rabbits: The season shall open on the Saturday
nearest Cctober 15 and run through February 28 next follow ng, and
when rabbits are depredating or destroying crops, the owner of the
crops or his tenants nmay shoot the rabbits with guns.

SECTION 4. Section 49-7-31, Mssissippi Code of 1972, is
anmended as foll ows:

49-7-31. (1) The open season * * * on deer shall be as
foll ows:

(a) Wth bow and arrow. Cctober 1 through the Friday
prior to Thanksgi vi ng.

(b) Wth guns and with dogs: Fromthe Saturday prior
to Thanksgi vi ng through Decenber 1

(c) Wth primtive weapons and w thout dogs: Decenber
2 through Decenber 15.

(d) Wth guns and wi thout dogs: Decenber 16 through
Decenber 23. However, the comm ssion may allow hunting statew de
or in specific areas with any | egal weapon which it may designate

05/ SS01/ HB887CR. 2J *SS01/0HB887CR.2J* (HW (S)W
PAGE 2 Gl/ 2



62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86
87
88
89
90
91
92
93

wi t hout dogs after the end of the |ast season for hunting deer
with guns and with dogs, but the season with | egal designated
weapons and w t hout dogs shall not extend beyond January 31.

(e) The comm ssion shall establish an extended season

wWth primtive weapons and bow and arrow w t hout dogs from

February 1 through February 15 for the area south of U.S. Hi ghway

84 and east of M ssissippi H ghway 35 only for |egal bucks. Any

antlered deer taken in this area during any open season under this

section nust be a | egal buck as defined in this paragraph. For

purposes of this paragraph, the term "l egal buck"” nmeans a deer

with antlers of four (4) points or nore with a mni numinside

spread of ten (10) inches or a m ni mum nmai n beam | engt h of

thirteen (13) inches. The conm ssion may del ay the openi ng date

and change the |l ength of bow and arrow season in paragraph (1)(a)

in this area.

(f) Wth guns and with dogs: Decenber 24 through a
date fixed by the conm ssion that will provide a total of
thirty-nine (39) days of hunting deer with guns and with dogs when
added to the nunber of days provided for hunting deer with guns
and with dogs in paragraph (b).

(2) * * * The commssion may * * * set and regul ate the deer
seasons on w |l dlife managenent areas which it adm nisters.

(3) (a) The conmission may allow the harvesting of

antlerless deer in the districts or zones upon the recommendati on
of the executive director based upon good and substanti al
guantitative data and research eval uations that denonstrate that
the harvesting is necessary to properly manage the herd.

(b) The comm ssion, only upon the recomendation of the
executive director, may allow the harvesting of antlerless deer
during the deer season with guns and with dogs by a majority vote
of the comm ssion
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(c) Nothing in this subsection prohibits the harvesting
of either-sex deer by |andowners or | easeholders on private |ands
under a deer managenent program prescribed or approved by the
executive director

(4) The conmi ssion may provide a special permt for the

harvesti ng of deer when they are depredating and destroying crops.
The departnent shall supervise the harvesting and provide for the
sal vagi ng of the neat of the animals. The conm ssion may

aut hori ze the departnent to assist any farmer in this state, who
sustains crop damage by wildlife, in eradication of the problem
wildlife.

* * %

SECTION 5. (1) The comm ssion shall establish a special

hunti ng season for youth under the age of sixteen (16) and for
handi capped persons in the Natchez State Park. The comm ssion
shall al so establish a primtive weapon season in the Natchez
State Park. The selection of participants in the primtive weapon
season shall be by public drawing fromall qualified applications.
The conm ssion shall set the nunber of permts to be issued and
the I ength of the special seasons.

(2) The comm ssion may al so establish a special hunting
season for youth and handi capped persons or a primtive weapon
season as provided in this section in any other state park under
the jurisdiction of the departnment but shall only do so upon the
recomendati on of the staff of the departnment as approved by the
comm ssion. The conm ssion shall select participants and set the
nunber of permts to be issued and the | ength of the specia
seasons.

(3) The conm ssion may establish and regul ate special youth
hunts for all nonm gratory gane birds and ani mal s outside of the

open season on w ldlife nanagenent areas and on private | ands.
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SECTION 6. (1) The comm ssion may fix the open season on

fur-bearing ani mals between Novenber 1 and March 1 next follow ng
and fix the open season for hunting opossuns, raccoons and bobcats
wi th dogs and guns by licensed hunters from October 1 to February
28 next follow ng; but raccoons and bobcats nmay be run, hunted,
chased or pursued throughout the year with dogs by licensed
hunt er s.

(2) The conm ssion may establish an additional open season
on raccoon fromJuly 1 through Cctober 1, and the bag [imt on
raccoon during the additional open season shall be one (1) per
party, per night.

SECTION 7. (1) (a) The hunting of predatory aninmals shal

be restricted to the open seasons for hunting any ganme ani mal or
gane bird, using only the firearns, anmunition, primtive weapons
or archery equi pment | egal for use during that open season

(b) Landowners, agricultural |easeholders or their
desi gnated agents may take predatory aninmals year-round on | ands
owned or | eased by them

(2) The taking of any animal or animals other than beavers,
nutria or coyote by the use of a trap or traps is unlawful except
during the tine the season is open for the taking of fur-bearing
ani mal s.

(3) Fox and coyote may be run, chased or pursued wth dogs
except as provided in Section 49-7-32 year-round by |licensed
hunt er s.

(4) It is unlamful to trap fox after the cl osed season for
trappi ng of other fur-bearing animals, except on property owned or
| eased by the person trapping.

SECTION 8. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2005.

Further, amend by striking the title inits entirety and
inserting in lieu thereof the foll ow ng:
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AN ACT TO REVI SE THE REQUI REMENTS FOR WEARI NG HUNTER ORANGE;
TO PROVI DE A PENALTY FOR NOT WEARI NG HUNTER ORANGE; TO RECODI FY
OPEN SEASON LAWS ON GAME ANI MALS AND BI RDS, FUR- BEARI NG ANI MALS
AND PREDATCORS; TO AMEND SECTI ON 49-7-31, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972,
TO CONFORM TO FURTHER AMEND 49-7-31, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
PROVI DE FOR AN EXTENDED DEER SEASON ON BUCKS W TH CERTAIN M NI MUM
ANTLER SI ZES I N CERTAI N COUNTI ES I N SOQUTH M SSI SSI PPl ; AND FOR
RELATED PURPCSES.

CONFEREES FOR THE HOUSE CONFEREES FOR THE SENATE
X (S| GNED) X (S| GNED)

Robi nson (84t h) Posey

X ('Sl GNED) X (S| GNED)

Hudson Deari ng

X ('Sl GNED) X (S| GNED)

Par ker Cuevas

05/ SS01/ HB887CR. 2J *SS01/0HB887CR.2J* (HW (S)w

PACGE 6 Gl/ 2



