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REPORT OF CONFERENCE COMMITTEE
MR, SPEAKER AND MADAM PRESI DENT:

We, the undersigned conferees, have had under consideration the anmendnments to the
follow ng entitled BILL:

H B. No. 517: Certain local natural gas districts; add
muni ci pal / county systemusers to board of directors for

We, therefore, respectfully submt the followi ng report and reconmrendati on:
1. That the Senate recede fromits Amendment No. 1.

2. That the House and Senate adopt the followi ng anendnent:

Amend by striking all after the enacting clause and inserting

inlieu thereof the follow ng:

SECTION 1. Section 77-15-1, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anmended as foll ows:

77-15-1. (1) Notw thstanding any other provisions of lawto
the contrary, all local natural gas districts containing two (2)
or nore nunicipalities and nonmunici pal custonmers shall establish
and maintain a board of directors conposed of: (a) the mayors of
each municipality within the district whose terns shall be
concurrent with their terns of office as mayor; and (b) one (1)
systemuser fromeach county within the district, who shall not be
a public official. The county system user board nenbers shall be
el ected by the systemusers residing outside of a nunicipality, in
the county in which such board nmenber resides. |In order to
qualify as a candidate for election to the board, each person
shal |l obtain, on a petition, twenty-five (25) signatures from
systemusers in the county in which such person resides. The
signatures shall be of systemusers residing outside of a
muni ci pality and the candi date shall be a systemuser who resides
outside of a nunicipality. The board shall call an el ection
within fifteen (15) days after July 1, 1989, to be held within
sixty (60) days fromthe date such election is called. Those
persons elected to the board shall serve until the next general

05/ SS26/ HB517CR. J *SS26/0HB517CR . J* (HPU (S)PU
PAGE 1 Gl/ 2



31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62

el ection for supervisors and the el ection for such board nenbers
thereafter shall be held at the sane tine as the supervisor
el ections and the ternms of such board nenbers shall be concurrent

with the ternms of the supervisors. The board of directors,

i ncluding any nayors who serve on the board, shall be entitled to

conpensation as follows: (a) the chairperson of the board shal

receive Two Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250.00) per nonth, and (b) al

ot her board nenbers shall receive Two Hundred Dol | ars ($200. 00)

per nonth. Only nayors of the board shall serve as chairperson

and such mayors shall serve annually on a rotating basis.

(2) Two (2) board municipal/county system user board nenbers

who reside in his or her respective county, and nust be custoners

of the district, and who nust be systemusers shall be appointed

as follows for his or her initial term (a) one (1) board nmenber

fromthe county lying in the northern section of the district,

appoi nted by the Lieutenant Governor; and (b) one (1) board nenber

fromthe county lying in the southern section of the district,

appoi nted by the Governor. The appointed board mnunici pal / county

system user board nenbers may be el ected public officials.

The initial terns of the two (2) mnunicipal/county systemuser

board nenbers shall begin July 1, 2005, and shall serve until the

next general election for supervisors, and thereafter the

nmuni ci pal / county systemuser board nenbers, as described in this

subsection (2), shall be elected at |arge by the nunicipal and

county system users.

The muni ci pal / county system user board nenbers shall be

conpensated as prescribed in subsection (1) of this section.

(3) Al board nenbers shall file any required statenments of
econom c interest with the Ethics Conm ssion as required by |aw.
This section shall not apply to any | ocal natural gas district
which | eases its distribution systemto an investor-owned utility
conpany regul ated by the Public Service Conm ssion.
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(4) Fromand after July 1, 2004, the Board of Directors of
t he Chi ckasawhay Natural Gas District shall discontinue
di stribution of any of the revenues of the district to
muni ci palities within the district.

(5) The provisions of this section shall not apply to the

Nort heast M ssissippi Natural Gas District created under Chapter

309, Laws of 1996; nor shall the provisions apply to the Cal edonia

Natural Gas District created under Chapter 834, Laws of 1988.

(6) This section shall stand repealed on July 1, 2006.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2005.
Further, amend by striking the title inits entirety and

inserting in lieu thereof the foll ow ng:

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 77-15-1, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO
PROVI DE THE COVPENSATI ON OF THE BOARD OF DI RECTORS OF NATURAL GAS
DI STRICTS; TO PROVI DE THAT ONLY MAYORS SHALL SERVE AS THE
CHAI RPERSON OF THE BOARD; TO PROVI DE THAT TWO MUNI ClI PAL/ COUNTY
SYSTEM USER MEMBERS SHALL BE APPO NTED TO THE BOARD FOR THEI R
I NI TI AL TERM5, AND AFTER THE EXPI RATION OF THE I NI TI AL TERMS SUCH
MEMBERS SHALL BE ELECTED, TO ADD A REPEAL DATE ON THI S SECTI ON;
AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

CONFEREES FOR THE HOUSE CONFEREES FOR THE SENATE
X (Sl GNED) X (Sl GNED)

Smith (59th) Ki ng

X (Sl GNED) X (Sl GNED)

Banks Hewes

X (Sl GNED) X (Sl GNED)

M1 es Met t et al
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