M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2005

By:

Senator(s) Little, Burton, Doxey, To: Rules

Chaney, Frazier, CGordon, Harden, Jackson
(15th), Thanmes, Walls, White, WIIlianmson
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SENATE RESOLUTI ON NO. 48

A RESCLUTI ON COMMENDI NG RUTH K. FREDERI CKS, M D.,
NEURO- ONCOLOG ST AT THE UNI VERSI TY OF M SSI SSI PPl MEDI CAL CENTER,
ST. DOM NI G- JACKSON MEMORI AL HOSPI TAL AND RI VER QAKS HOSPI TAL AND
FOR HER DEDI CATED SERVI CE TO HER PROFESSI ON AND TO HER COVMUNI TY.

WHEREAS, Ruth K. Fredericks, MD., is the only |icensed
Neur o- Oncol ogist in the State of Mssissippi and is held in the
hi ghest regard by her profession and by her patients; and

VWHEREAS, Dr. Fredericks is an Associate Professor in
Neur ol ogy, Neurosurgery and Neuro-Oncol ogy at the University of
M ssi ssi ppi Medical Center, serves as Medical Director for the
Vascul ar Doppler Lab at UMC and at St. Dom ni c-Jackson Menori al
Hospital, and has a substantial private practice at the University
of M ssissippi Medical Center, St. Dom nic-Jackson Menori al
Hospital and River Oaks Hospital, often co-attending patients with
respected Dr. Seshadri Raju at the Neuro-Oncol ogy and Miultiple
Sclerosis Cinics at the Jackson Medical Mall; and

VWHEREAS, Dr. Fredericks is a stereotype-snasher, if ever
there was one. She's also evidence that a physician can be
effective - and self-protective - without placing an enotional
barri er between herself and desperately ill patients. Dr.
Fredericks gives of her very soul when caring for patients. She
| aughs and cries with patients and their famlies, and they
repeatedly tell her that she's |like their best friend; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Fredericks makes house calls to her termnally
ill patients. She even visits those who are conatose. "I want to

make sure the patients don't hurt,” she says. "But the major

point is to informfamly nmenbers what's happening so they can

hel p when they're needed"; and
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WHEREAS, she has a patient who is a Harl ey-Davi dson
notorcycle fan. After his diagnosis, he becane depressed and
refused to participate in physical therapy. Dr. Fredericks
prom sed himthat if he pushed hinself to the point where he could
wal k, she would rent a Harley and take himfor a ride. The
patient, who calls Dr. Fredericks "Mdtorcycle Mama," is now in
rem ssion; and

VWHEREAS, Dr. Fredericks is a native of Geenville,

M ssi ssi ppi; she attended high school in Menphis, Tennessee,
graduated Cum Laude wth a Bachel or of Science Degree from

M || saps Col |l ege (1980), graduated fromthe University of

M ssi ssi ppi where she was cited for H gh Academ c Achi evenent
(1987), interned at North Carolina Baptist Hospital (Wke Forest
University) with a residency in Neurology, she was Chi ef Resident
in Neurology and received her Board Eligibility in Neurology (June
1991), participated in a Neuro-Oncol ogy Fell owship at Duke
University Medical Center (1992) and in addition to standard
license in Mssissippi and North Carolina, she received her

Neur o- Oncol ogy and Anerican Board of Neurol ogy and Psychiatry
certification; and

VWHEREAS, her nunerous professional nenberships include the
Soci ety for Neuro-Oncol ogy (2004), her nunerous awards and honors
in being listed in "The Best Doctors in Anmerica: Southeast
Regi on," she has nunerous clinical research interests, and her
many invited | ectures, exhibits and publications are a matter of
record; and

WHEREAS, it was the privilege of our owmn Presiding Oficer,
Li eut enant Governor Any Tuck, to neet Dr. Fredericks as a patient
when she was ill. Governor Tuck found that Dr. Fredericks
practiced nedicine as an art, nore than a science, by relating to
her patients on a personal basis. "I feel very fortunate to have
Dr. Fredericks as ny personal physician,"” Lt. Governor Amy Tuck

said. "M ssissippians are very fortunate that Dr. Fredericks has
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chosen to | end her outstanding nedi cal know edge and skill to the
care of our citizens. Health care in Mssissippi is vastly
i nproved through her continued practice of nedicine." Dr.
Fredericks has that indefinable quality called "bedsi de manner";
and

VWHEREAS, Dr. Fredericks is married to Dr. Ravi S. Fredericks,
and the couple has a son, Andrew S. Fredericks; and

VWHEREAS, it is with great pride that we recogni ze the career
of this M ssissippi specialist who gives of her soul when caring
for patients:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, That we do hereby conmmend Ruth K. Fredericks, MD.,
Neur o- Oncol ogi st at the University of M ssissippi Medical Center,
St. Dom ni c-Jackson Menorial Hospital and River Caks Hospital in
Jackson, M ssissippi, where she is held in the highest regard for
her dedi cated service to her profession and to her comunity, and
extend to her and her famly the best wi shes of the Senate in her
future endeavors.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to
Dr. Fredericks and her famly, be forwarded to the Director of the
University of M ssissippi Medical Center, St. Dom nic-Jackson
Menorial Hospital and River Oaks Hospital and be made avail able to

the Capitol Press Corps.

S. R No. 48 *SS02/R1416*

05/ SS02/ R1416 ST: Commend Dr. Ruth K. Fredericks.
PAGE 3



