M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2005

By:

© (00} ~ » a1 hrWNPE

N NN N D N D MDD P PP P PP,k kPR
~N~ o o~ WO N P O © 00 N oo o~ wN +—, O

Senat or (s) Thanes To: Rules

SENATE RESOLUTI ON NO. 41

A RESCLUTI ON COMMENDI NG W LLI E H JEFFERSON UPON HI S
RETI REMENT FROM ELLI SVI LLE STATE SCHOOL AFTER MORE THAN 30 YEARS
OF DEDI CATED, DI LI GENT AND PROFESSI ONAL SERVI CE I N THE FI ELD OF
MENTAL RETARDATI ON.

VWHEREAS, WIllie H Jefferson, born June 24, 1956, in Jones
County, M ssissippi, to M. Tom Jefferson and the late Ms. Ella
M Jefferson, has been described by Dr. Suzie Lassiter, Director
of Ellisville State School, "as a true |eader, an individual who
| eads by exanple and a man of integrity who always puts the needs
of Ellisville State School first"; and

VWHEREAS, "with over 30 years of service to Ellisville State
School, M. Jefferson is known by his peers to be intelligent,
har dwor ki ng, loyal, friendly and concerned about the quality of
care for the citizens who suffer fromnental retardation,” said
Dr. Albert R Hendrix, Executive Director of the Departnent of
Mental Health; and

VWHEREAS, havi ng conpl eted 58 hours of course work at Jones
County Junior College, M. Jefferson transferred to the University
of Southern M ssissippi where he earned his Bachel or of Science
degree in Social Rehabilitation Services and subsequently earned
his Master of Arts degree in Counseling Psychology fromWIIiam
Carey Col | ege; and

VWHEREAS, M. Jefferson, who is a Certified Mental Health
Ther api st and |icensed Nursing Home Adm nistrator, comenced his
enpl oyment with Ellisville State School in June 1973 as a security
of ficer, but his determ nation and perseverance to be of greater

assi stance to address the needs and i nprove the accommodati ons of
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the nentally retarded allowed himto progress within the

institution; and

VWHEREAS, since his enploynment with Ellisville State School

began, M. Jefferson has served in many capacities, including

facility maintenance repair, Residential Program Services

Supervi sor, Nursi

ng Home Adm nistrator, Coordinator of Health

Facility, Division Director Il and Facility Assistant Director, a

position that he

has held since 1992; and

VWHEREAS, the recipient of the MAAMR Paul D. Cotten, Ph.D.

Leadershi p Award

for his commtnent and contribution to service

for M ssissippians with nental retardation,

fornmer menber of

M. Jeffersonis a

the M ssissippi Devel opnent Disabilities Planning

Council, former nenber of the Jones County Extension Service

Advi sory Board, nenber of the Anmerican Association of Mental

Ret ardati on, nenber of the Ellisville State School Human Ri ghts

Advocacy Commttee and liason for the Ellisville State School

Human Ri ghts Advocacy Conmittee; and

VHEREAS, M.

obligations to El

Jefferson, while fulfilling his duties and

l[isville State School, also used his tinme and

faculties to performconsultation services for South M ssissipp

Regi onal Center,
docunent ati on at

Nur si ng Honme Adm

training and facility progranm ng and

North M ssi ssi ppi Regi onal

Center and wor ked as

ni strator at Boswel | Regional Center; and

VWHEREAS, a faithfully devoted nenber of M. dive Baptist

Church, where he has added strength to the church by serving on

t he deacon board,

M. Jefferson spends his spare tine working at

his [ aundry business and at his church; and

VWHEREAS, a devoted husband, father and

gr andf at her, he has

been | oved, supported and encouraged by his famly, including his

w fe, Barbara MLaurin Jefferson; daughters,

Jefferson; and grandson, Da’ Dreon Jefferson;
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VWHEREAS, it is with pride that we recognize this citizen
whose |ife of public service has touched many individual s and
famlies throughout the State of M ssissippi:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, That we do hereby conmmend the dedicated and committed
service of Wllie H Jefferson to the State of M ssissippi and
Ellisville State School, congratulate himon the occasion of his
retirenment and extend our warnest w shes for success in all his
future endeavors.

BE I T FURTHER RESCLVED, That copies of this resolution be
presented to M. Jefferson, forwarded to Ellisville State School

and be made available to the nmenbers of the Capitol Press Corps.

S. R No. 41 *SS01/R1397*

05/ SS01/ R1397 ST: Comend WIliamH Jefferson upon
PAGE 3 retirenment.



