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Senat or (s) Harden To: Rules

SENATE RESOLUTI ON NO. 29

A RESOLUTI ON RECOGNI ZI NG DR. DAVI D STUART BLACKBURN, PROFESSOR OF
MJUSI C AT ALCORN STATE UNI VERSI TY, FOR H' S SERVI CE | N MJSI C EDUCATI ON.

VWHEREAS, Dr. David Stuart Bl ackburn, Professor of Misic and
Director of Choral Activities, Alcorn State University (ASU), was
nom nated to the Board of Trustees of State Institutions of Higher
Learning for conmendation in recognition of Black H story Month;
and

VWHEREAS, Dr. Bl ackburn received his Doctor of Misical Arts
fromthe University of lowa, lowa Cty, lowa, 1971; Master of
Musi ¢ from I ndiana University, Bloom ngton, Indiana, 1962; and
Bachel or of Music from Westm nster Choir Coll ege, Princeton, New
Jersey, 1960; and

VWHEREAS, Dr. Bl ackburn began his career in 1962 as M nister
of Music at Audubon Forest United Methodi st Church, Atlanta,
Georgia, and has served as Mnister of Miusic for several Methodi st
churches. He has been enpl oyed as Chairman, Division of Fine and
Applied Arts and Chairman of the Miusic Departnent at McMiurry
Uni versity; Chairman, G aduate Program of Church Miusic, Scarritt
Col | ege; Private Voice Studios, New York Cty; Visiting Voice
Instructor, Curtis Institute of Music/Acadeny of Vocal Arts;
General /Artistic Director of the Natchez Opera Festival; and in
2001 he joined the staff at Alcorn State University as Professor
of Music; and

VWHEREAS, for the past 15 years, Dr. Bl ackburn has dedicated
his [ife to achieving a world class Opera Festival in Natchez,

M ssi ssi ppi, that would receive national acclaim enrich the

cultural life of Mssissippi, inspire and enhance the life of
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t housands of children in the Arts, and nmake a lasting financi al
i npact on Natchez and Adans County; and

VWHEREAS, in 2004, dignitaries attended the Natchez Opera
Festival fromaround the world, wth one del egation from Japan
and the Festival has been on Japanese television. Desiring great
performances with only the highest quality singers, directors and
nmusi cal excellence, Dr. Blackburn delivers each season. He
designed a two-level national training program (1) Youth
Artists, and (2) Artists in Residence. This is a valuable
training tool for outstanding young singers fromaround the world
whom Dr. Bl ackburn encourages and hel ps nove on to the next |eve
of their careers; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Bl ackburn has insisted on a strong educati onal
opera outreach program which now provi des performances to over
15,000 children in schools throughout M ssissippi. Dr. Blackburn
has hel ped many young singers to receive full scholarships in
col | eges and universities in vocal nusic and countl ess others
whose |ives have been enriched by nusic; and

VWHEREAS, as a Di stingui shed Professor in Voice and Choral
Music at Alcorn State University, Dr. Blackburn has hel ped raise
the nmusic standard to a new |l evel; and

VWHEREAS, through holiday and various other civic performances
in Natchez, the Mnisterial A liance stated that "Dr. Bl ackburn
had done nore for race relations than has been acconplished in 30
years. For the past 42 years, Dr. Blackburn's |ife and teachings
have been totally commtted to inspiring and fanning the flane of
hi gher goal s and personal achievenent in the lives of young
talent"”; and

VWHEREAS, Dr. Bl ackburn has been recogni zed for his work by
receiving the Governor's Award of Excellence for Arts in
M ssissippi in 1998; the Governor's Award of Excellence in the
Arts, for Opera and Misic Education in M ssissippi, 2003; and the

Di stingui shed Professor at McMurry University, Abilene, Texas; and

S. R No. 29 *SS26/R1335*
05/ SS26/ R1335
PAGE 2



61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86

WHEREAS, Dr. Bl ackburn's professional nenberships and
activities include National Association of Teachers of Singing,
Chorister's @Guild International, Opera Volunteers of Anmerica,

Nat chez Festival of Misic @uild, Chanber of Commrerce Board,
Nat chez, and Chanber of Commerce, Vidalia, Louisiana, and

WHEREAS, Dr. Bl ackburn's civic and community invol venent
i ncludes: performance for the Natchez Chanber of Commerce Annual
D nner; annual performance at First Baptist Church in Natchez
during Holy Week services; annual performance of Handel's Messi ah
with the ASU Concert Choir; organi ze and conduct the annual ASU
Concert Choir tour; guest speaker for the Natchez area chapter of
Phi Delta Kappa; and Director of Music for Covenant Presbyterian
Church in Natchez:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, That we take pride in recognizing Dr. David Stuart
Bl ackburn Professor of Misic at Alcorn State University, i n observance
of Black H story Month for helping talented artists achieve their
goals and his tireless efforts in the pursuit of excellence in
nmusi ¢ educati on which has nmade a | asting inpact on Natchez and
M ssissippi artistically and financially, and in the lives of the
many students and professionals who have studi ed and worked with
hi m

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to
Dr. Blackburn in recognition of his lifelong work, be forwarded to
the President of Alcorn State University and be made avail able to

the Capitol Press Corps.
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