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SENATE RESOLUTI ON NO. 20

A RESCLUTI ON COMMENDI NG THE SUCCESSFUL CAREER OF STEVE COX,
PURCHASI NG DI RECTOR FOR CAESARS ENTERTAI NMENT, | NC., AND
RECOGNI ZI NG H M FOR SUPPORTI NG THE M NORI TY BUSI NESS COVMUNI TY | N
M SSI SSI PPI .

VWHEREAS, as Regional Director of Purchasing for Caesars
Entertainnent, Inc., Md South Region, Steve Cox directs
activities for one of the world's | eadi ng gam ng conpani es; and

VWHEREAS, Steve Cox directs the purchasing activities for five
casino resorts in Mssissippi and a riverboat casino in New
Ol eans. He has been in casino purchasing for seven-plus years,
hired in 1997 to be the Corporate Food and Beverage Purchasing
Director for Gand Casinos, Inc., which managed four tribal gam ng
properties |l ocated in M nnesota and Loui si ana, and owned and
operated three casino resorts in M ssissippi; and

VWHEREAS, in 1998, when Grand Casino was acquired by Park
Pl ace Entertai nnent, Steve was given total responsibility to
purchase all products and services for the newly created Md South
Region. Steve's know edge of purchasing detail and dedication to
innovation in his industry is a matter of record; and

VWHEREAS, M. Cox began his career in Purchasing with Carrols
Corporation, Burger King's |argest franchisee | ocated in Syracuse,
New York, in 1979. In 1990, he was hired by M nes Paper and Food
Servi ce, Binghanmton, New York, a full-service broad |ine
di stributor with annual sales of $250 MIlion, and was
subsequently pronoted to Vice President of Purchasing. In 1993
St eve accepted a position as Director of Purchasing for the

Bayport Restaurant G oup, Hollywod, Florida, which operated
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el even full-service seafood restaurants doi ng busi ness as The Crab
House; and

WHEREAS, Steve is a graduate of Babson Col | ege, Wl esl ey,
MA, is a nenber of the Blue Key Honor Society; he is retired from
the mlitary, having served as an officer in the United States
Arny, Infantry Corps and is a nmenber of the Mlitary Order of the
Purple Heart. Steve is married and has five children; and

WHEREAS, Caesar's five casinos (Gand Casino Gl fport, G and
Casino Biloxi, Grand Casino Tunica, and Bally's and Sheraton in
Tuni ca) have taken the | eadership role anong the state's 29
state-requlated casinos in an initiative to procure nore goods and
services from M ssi ssippi vendors with an enphasis on mnority
busi ness enterprises (MBEs) and wonen busi ness enterprises (WBEs).
To acconplish its objectives, Caesars has worked closely with the
M ssi ssi ppi Legislative Black Caucus, which created the initiative
in 2003, and legislative conmttees. For cal endar year 2004, this
initiative netted a record $12.8 MIlion to M ssissippi mnority
busi nesses. This $12.8 MIlion in activity firmy establishes
Caesars as the nunber one corporation in the entire State of
M ssi ssi ppi when it cones to doi ng neani ngful business with the
Afri can- Aneri can busi ness community; and

WHEREAS, Bl ack entrepreneurs engaged in insurance, food
brokering, commodities, laundry and dry cleaning, drinking water,
transportation, construction, architecture and food distribution
represent just a few of the successful and creative relationships
whi ch have been devel oped by Caesars. This initiative would not
have been successful w thout the experience, ingenuity and on-the-
ground support of Steve Cox. In his capacity as Regi onal
Purchasing Director, M. Cox has identified opportunities, crafted
partnershi ps, nmentored businesses and provided insight into howto
make the process work. He, in effect, has taken mnority business

devel opment in M ssissippi to another |evel; and
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VWHEREAS, it is with pride that we recogni ze the business and
civic contributions of this corporate citizen to the econony of
the State of M ssissippi:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, That we do hereby conmend the career of Steve Cox,
Purchasing Director for Caesars Entertai nment, Inc., recognize him
and his corporation for supporting the mnority business conmunity
in Mssissippi, and extend to himand his famly the best w shes
of the Legislature for our nutual success.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to

Steve Cox and be made available to the Capitol Press Corps.
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