M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2005

By:

© (00} ~ » a1 hWNPE

N N N N DD N MDD NDMDDNN P PP PR,k PP P
o N o o b~ WN P O © 00 N oo~ N -+, O

Senator(s) Pickering (By Request) To: Rules

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 602

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON URGA NG THE PRESI DENT AND CONGRESS OF
THE UNI TED STATES TO ENACT CERTAI N LEGQ SLATI ON RECOGNI ZI NG THE
MEDI CAL NEEDS OF RETI RED M LI TARY PERSONNEL AND FAM LI ES WHO ARE
MEDI CARE ELI G BLE.

WHEREAS, the State of M ssissippi has one of the |argest
retired mlitary coomunities in the United States; and

VWHEREAS, M ssi ssippi includes anong its popul ati on thousands
of retired mlitary personnel in addition to their dependent
famlies; and

WHEREAS, these mlitary retirees receive mllions of dollars
per month in retired mlitary pay, much of which goes for the
daily living expenses of the retired mlitary comunity and thus
hel ps support the econony of the State of M ssissippi; and

VWHEREAS, it is believed that the contributions of the retired
mlitary conmunity to this state and nation are beyond nost
peopl e's realization; and

VWHEREAS, the health care of our retired mlitary community
was recogni zed by Congress in the fiscal 2001 National Defense
Aut hori zation Act, Public Law 106-398, in a programtitled
"TRI CARE for Life"; and

WHEREAS, TRI CARE substantially inproves health care access
for nost Medicare eligible mlitary retirees; and

WHEREAS, TRICARE for Life is a "Medigap" type w aparound
coverage, that is, it fills the gaps left by Medicare; and

VWHEREAS, when a Medicare eligible retiree uses a civilian
facility, TRI CARE becones the secondary payer to Medicare; and

VWHEREAS, when the retiree uses the Mlitary Treatnent

Facilities (MIF), Medicare pays nothing; and
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VWHEREAS, with the authorization of Medicare funds for
patients in a Mlitary Treatnent Facility, and with the addition
of trained nedical personnel, could accommobdate both retired
mlitary personnel and dependents and active duty personnel; and

VWHEREAS, providing Medicare funds to MIlitary Treatnent
Facilities will provide jobs for qualified mlitary and civilian
nmedi cal personnel which will assist the econony of this state; and

WHEREAS, only the United States Congress can make good on the
prom ses recruiters made in good faith to those that served their
country for at least 20 years with the understandi ng that when
they retired, they and their dependents would receive full health
care for life:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
the Legislature of the State of M ssissippi respectfully requests
the President and Congress of the United States to enact
| egi sl ati on recogni zing the nmedical needs of retired mlitary
personnel and famlies who are of Medicare age to provide Medicare
funds directly to the Mlitary Treatnent Facility when an
individual is in the hospital so that expansion with the hiring of
qualified nmedical personnel will not only create additional jobs,
but will also reduce over the next decade Medi care paynents for
private care.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Secretary of State transmt
copies of this resolution to the President and Vice President of
the United States, to the Speaker of the House of Representatives,
to each Senator and Representative from M ssissippi in the
Congress of the United States, to the Senate Arned Forces
Commttee, to the House Arnmed Services Commttee, and to the
chai rman of each commttee of the House of Representatives and the

Senate for consideration of this |egislation.
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