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By:
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SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 601

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON COMMENDI NG THE DEDI CATED PUBLI C
SERVI CE AND ACHI EVEMENTS OF DR SHELBY F. THAMES, PRESI DENT OF THE
UNI VERSI TY OF SOUTHERN M SSI SSI PPI

WHEREAS, Dr. Thames is the eighth President of the University
of Southern M ssissippi in Hattiesburg, M ssissippi. He took
office on May 1, 2002, continuing an illustrious career of 40
years at Southern M ssissippi; and

VWHEREAS, his previous adm nistrative positions at Southern
M ssi ssi ppi were Chair of the Departnment of Polymer Science, Dean
of the College of Science and Technol ogy, Vice President for
Adm ni stration and Regi onal Canpuses, and Executive Vice
President. 1In 1970, he was the founder of the Departnent of
Pol ymer Science, and in 1973, co-founder of the \Wterborne and
Hi gh- Sol i ds Coatings Synposium an event that has expanded to the
annual International Waterborne, Hi gh-Solids, and Powder Coati ngs
Synposi um in which he continues as its co-director. He sought and
gai ned approval for the enhancenment of the Coll ege of Science to
the Col |l ege of Science and Technol ogy by creating several new
t echnol ogy prograns; and

VWHEREAS, he was instrunmental in the conception and
i npl enentation of the "2+2 Degree Prograni between the M ssissipp
@l f Coast Community Coll ege and USM Gul f Coast, which provided a
bachel or' s degree program course work on the M ssissippi Gulf
Coast in over 26 subject areas. Another of his many
acconpli shnents involves three entities created to inprove
st at ewi de econom cs: M ssissippi Polymer Institute; International

Coatings and Fornul ations Institute; and Southern Diversified
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Products, LLC (a M ssissippi University Research Authority
conpany); and

VWHEREAS, anong hi s nunerous honors and awards are the
desi gnation as Distinguished University Research Professor of the
Departnent of Pol yner Science, recipient of the first
Di stingui shed Professorship by the Southern Society of Coatings
Technol ogy, the 1966 USM Al uimi Associ ati on Continuous Service
Award, the 1998 NUC Wheeler MM Il an Award for his work with
agricultural products, the 1999 AAIC Anson Ellis Thonpson Career
Achi evenrent Award for his career in pronoting the use of
agricultural -based materials as industrial raw materials, and
inductee in 1998 to the USMs Alumi Hall of Fane. |In 1998, USM s
$29 M Ilion Polymer Science Research Center was naned in honor of
Dr. Thanmes and is now known as the Shel by Frel and Thanmes Pol yner
Sci ence Research Center. |In 2002, President Thanmes was recogni zed
by Modern Paint & Coatings magazine as its R&D Person of the Year.
Recently, President Thanmes was sel ected as one of the top ten
comunity | eaders in South M ssissippi by The Sun Herald and The
Journal of South M ssissippi Business and received the Qutstanding
Col |l ege President Award fromthe All-Anerican Football Foundati on,
Inc.; and

VWHEREAS, at the time of his selection as President of the
Uni versity of Southern M ssissippi, Dr. Thanes had a research team
of 50 people and supervised five graduate students. Mbst
recently, this teamis known for the commercialization of a
zero-volatile organic content (VOC) paint that is conpletely
environmental ly safe, emtting no odor or harnful properties into
the environnment. The paint called "Anerican Pride" was used to
paint a section of the offices at The Pentagon in 2003; and

VWHEREAS, he currently serves on the Board of Directors for
Conf erence USA and the M ssissippi Technology Alliance, and the
Executive Board of the Pine Burr Area Council, Boy Scouts of

Ameri ca; and
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WHEREAS, Dr. Thanmes earned his B.S. and M S. degrees from The
Uni versity of Southern M ssissippi in chem stry and organic
chem stry and his Ph.D. degree fromthe University of Tennessee in
organi c chem stry; and

WHEREAS, it is with great pride that we recogni ze the
achi evenments of the University of Southern M ssissippi under the
| eadership of Dr. Thames, whose dedication to excellence in higher
education and research in our state is a matter of record:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby conmmend the public service of Dr. Shel by F. Thanes,
President of the University of Southern M ssissippi, recognizing
his contributions to research and technol ogy and dedication to
excel l ence in higher education in our state, and extending to him
the best wi shes of the Legislature on his future endeavors.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to
Dr. Thanes, forwarded to the Board of Trustees of State
Institutions of Hi gher Learning and be nade available to the

Capi tol Press Corps.
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