M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2005

By: Senator(s) Thomas, Jordan, Harden, To: Rules
Wall's, Simons, Horhn, Frazier, Jackson
(11t h)

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 581

1 A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON COMVENDI NG AND CONGRATULATI NG

2 CONGRESSVAN BENNI E THOWPSON (D M5) UPON HI S RECENT APPO NTMENT AS
3 THE RANKI NG MEMBER OF THE HOUSE COWM TTEE ON HOVELAND SECURI TY BY
4 THE HOUSE DEMOCRATI C CAUCUS.

5 VWHEREAS, on January 5, 2005, Congressnman Benni e Thonpson

6 (D-M5) was naned by the House Denocratic Caucus as the Ranking

7 Menber of the now permanent House Honel and Security Committee for
8 the 109th Congress; and

9 VWHEREAS, as the top Denocrat on the Comm ttee, Congressman
10 Thonpson is responsible for solving the nost inportant issues

11 affecting honeland security and aggressively pursuing the

12 Committee's oversight responsibilities; and

13 VWHEREAS, Congressnman Thonpson is uniquely qualified to

14 understand the preparedness and equi pnent needs of the nation's
15 first responders because he has served as a fire fighter hinself.
16 As Ranking Menber of the Subcomm ttee on Enmergency Preparedness
17 and Response during the |last Congressional Session, he oversaw the
18 passage of landmark |l egislation that distributes first responder
19 funds based on the nation's greatest threats and vulnerabilities.
20 The legislation also streamined the process for getting funds to
21 the front lines of the war on terror; and

22 WHEREAS, a native of Bolton, M ssissippi, Bennie Thonpson

23 represents Mssissippi's Second Congressional District. He

24 received a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Political Science from

25 Tougal oo Coll ege, and a Masters of Science Degree from Jackson

26 State University. He was elected Aldernman in Bolton in 1969, at
27 the age of 21, and was el ected Mayor four years later. He hel ped
28 Bolton get its first fire engine. In 1980, he becanme Hi nds County
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Supervisor. He was elected to the United States House of
Representatives in 1993; and

VWHEREAS, even in the busy, high-profile, political atnobsphere
of Capital HIl, the Congressman has remai ned down-to-earth,
steadfast to his principles and close to his roots. In fact, he
lives in the small town in which he was born. He is a founding
menber of the M ssissippi Association of Black Mayors and the
M ssi ssi ppi Associ ati on of Bl ack Supervisors. Congressnan
Thonpson is a |ifelong nenber of the Ashbury United Methodi st
Church in Bolton and has been continuously active in numerous
civic, community and professional organizations. |In all his work,
he has strived to renenber and enpower those who gave him an
opportunity to represent the Second Congressional District of
M ssi ssi ppi; and

VWHEREAS, the Second Congressional District of Mssissippi is
one of the largest in the country. It is approximately 275 mles
|l ong, 180 mles w de and borders the Mssissippi Rver. Wth a
popul ation of 711, 164 people, the district is a unique blend of
the nost urban and the nost rural regions of the state. The
M ssissippi Delta still conprises the vast majority of the
district. These counties are not only sone of the nost
agriculturally productive, but the people who |ive here are part
of a culture unique to itself; and

WHEREAS, Congressnan Thonpson has been married to his college
sweet heart, London Johnson of Mund Bayou, M ssissippi, for 35
years. The coupl e has one daughter, BendaLonne, and one
gr anddaught er, Jenna; and

WHEREAS, it is with great pride that we recognize this
veteran | awraker, whose new responsibility will ensure that
Anmericans get the security they have been prom sed, and who
remains commtted to inproving the quality of life for al
M ssi ssi ppi ans and thereby brings honor to his community and to

the State of M ssissippi:
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NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PP, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby conmmend and congratul ate Congressman Benni e Thonpson
(D-M5) upon his recent appointnent as the Ranki ng Menber of the
House Comm ttee on Honel and Security by the House Denocratic
Caucus, and extend to himand his famly our warnmest appreciation
and support for his continued success as he | eads his col | eagues
and serves the people of Mssissippi and the United States.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to
Congressman Benni e Thonpson, forwarded to nmenbers of M ssissippi's

Congressi onal del egati on and be made avail able to the Capitol

Press Corps.
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