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Senator(s) Burton To: Rules

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 579

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON TO URGE AND REQUEST THE M SSI SSI PP
COUNCI L ON OBESI TY PREVENTI ON AND MANAGEMENT TO STUDY HEALTH
| NSURANCE COVERACGE FOR THE TREATMENT OF OBESI TY, | NCLUDI NG THE
COWVPI LATI ON OF DATA ON THE TREATMENT OF SEVERE OR MORBI D OBESI TY
THROUGH BARI ATRI C SURGERY

VWHEREAS, obesity is the nost significant nutritional disorder
affecting health in the industrialized world; and

VWHEREAS, obesity is a serious nedical problemaffecting up to
one-third of all Anericans; and

VWHEREAS, a 1997 Kai ser Permanente study concluded that there
is a significant potential for a reduction in health care
expendi tures through obesity prevention; and

VWHEREAS, obesity is known to cause or exacerbate a nunber of
serious disorders, including hypertension, dyslipidem a,
cardi ovascul ar di sease, diabetes, respiratory dysfunction, gout
and osteoarthritis; and

VWHEREAS, nearly 80% of patients with diabetes nellitus are
obese; and

VWHEREAS, nearly 70% of di agnosed cases of cardi ovascul ar
di sease are related to obesity; and

VWHEREAS, obesity ranks second only to snoking as a
prevent abl e cause of death, wi th 300,000 deaths annually
attributable to obesity; and

VWHEREAS, education, prevention and proper treatnent of
obesity can reduce health care costs and inprove the quality of
life for a significant nunber of adults and children in

M ssi ssi ppi and across the United States:
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NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESCLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF

M SSI SSI PPI, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That

we do hereby urge and request the M ssissippi Council on Obesity

Prevention and Managenent, created and enpowered under Section

41-101-1, M ssissippi Code of 1972, to collect data on individual

cases of obesity in order to evaluate whether health insurance

coverage for the treatnent of obesity should be mandated in this

state. This analysis shall include a conprehensive study and

recommendation as to the advisability of requiring health

i nsurance coverage of nedically necessary bariatric surgery for

treatnment of clinically severe obesity as a cost effective

alternative to long-termtreatnent of the condition. This

anal ysis shall incl

cases of severe or

ude a conprehensive study of the treatnment of

nor bi d obesity in Mssissippi. The council is

urged and requested to conplete its study and nake

recommendati ons, including necessary |egislation, to the 2006

Regul ar Session of the Legislature on or before January 1, 2006,

to aid in the prevention and treatnent of obesity and ways to

decrease the nunber of cases of obesity in the state.

BE | T FURTHER
transmtted to the

M ssi ssi ppi Counci |

RESOLVED, That a copy of this resolution be
State Health O ficer, the Chairman of the

on Obesity Prevention and Managenent, and be

made avail able to the Capitol Press Corps.
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ST: Urge M ssissippi Council on Obesity
Prevention to study health insurance coverage
for the treatnent of obesity.



