M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2005

By:

Senator(s) Tollison, Turner, Wlls, To: Rules

Robertson, Doxey, O arke, Dawkins, Dearing,
Frazier, Gordon, Harden, Jackson (11th),
Jackson (32nd), Little, M chel, Nunnel ee,

Ross
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SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 566

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON RECOGNI ZI NG THE UNI VERSI TY OF
M SSI SSI PPl SCHOOL OF LAWON THE OCCASI ON OF | TS SESQUI CENTENNI AL
COMVEMORATI ON.

VWHEREAS, this year the University of M ssissippi School of
Law cel ebrates its Sesqui centennial; and

VWHEREAS, in early 1854, aware of the need for formalized
| egal education in M ssissippi, the university's Board of Trustees
petitioned the State Legislature to establish a "Professorship of
Governnental Science and Law' at the fledgling institution, which
had opened its doors in Oxford only six years earlier. The
Legi slature acted favorably on the petition, and the Departnent of
Gover nnental Sci ence and Law was born; and

VWHEREAS, W/ I|iam Forbes Stearns, who had given the principal
address at the laying of the cornerstone for the Lyceumon July
14, 1846, was the first holder of the professorship inlaw. On
Sept enber 9, 1854, seven young nen enrolled as the first class to
begin their |aw studies and O e Mss becane the fourth ol dest
public | aw school in America; and

VWHEREAS, a century and a half has passed since that nodest
beginning in the fall of 1854. Today's nodern Law Center bears
little resenblance to the unassum ng Departnent of Law of 1854.
The student enrollnment of nore than 500 is taught by a full-tine
faculty of 28; the Law Library contains nore than 325,000 vol unes
and vol une equival ents; classroons and courtroons enpl oy
state-of-the-art instructional technology; conputer |abs provide
| aw students and ot her patrons instant access to electronic

dat abases; the various conponents of the Law Center provide
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extraordi nary research capabilities as well as continuing
education for thousands of |awyers, judges and court officials;
and

VWHEREAS, the postwar history of the Departnent of Law was
mar ked by a period of enlightenment under the | eadership of the
very able L.Q C Lamar, who reorgani zed the departnent and
significantly revised and inproved the 19th Century nethods of
teachi ng | aw, and whose conpetence and geni us ever since have
served as the touchstones for excellence in | egal education.
Lamar introduced a nmethod of teaching fromreported opinions that
is in essence the sane as the case nethod used in | aw schools
today. In addition to these revisions of the academ c program
Lamar was successful in obtaining recognition of the Law
Department as an i ndependent adm nistrative unit within the
uni versity; and

VWHEREAS, the | aw school is |ooking ahead to the next 150
years. Plans are underway to nove the |aw school into a new,
nodern hone to be naned for Chancell or Robert Khayat. 1In his
ei ghth year as Dean, Sanuel Davis is working to obtain a Chapter
of the Order of the Coif, the highest academ c recognition for |aw
graduates; and

VWHEREAS, the significance of this Sesquicentennial in the
devel opment of the University of M ssissippi and indeed of the
State of M ssissippi cannot be overenphasized, and it is with
pride that we share this conmenorative occasion with the faculty
and students at the School of Law

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby recognize the University of M ssissippi School of Law
on the occasion of its Sesquicentennial (150th) Comrenoration, and
extend to the Dean, faculty, students and fornmer students the best
w shes of the Legislature as the | aw school |ooks forward to the

next 150 years.
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BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to

Chancel | or Robert Khayat and Dean Samuel Davis,

be forwarded to

the Board of Trustees of State Institutions of H gher Learning and

be nmade available to the Capitol Press Corps.
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