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Senator(s) Little, Al britton, Brown, To: Rules
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SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 559

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON URA NG THE UNI TED STATES CONGRESS TO
ENACT A MULTI YEAR REAUTHORI ZATI ON FOR THE | NTERMODAL SURFACE
TRANSPORTATI ON EFFI CI ENCY ACT (| STEA).

VWHEREAS, the Internodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act
of 1991, commonly referred to as | STEA, began a transition in the
United States froman era of highway construction to one of
i nternodal transportation managenent. During the |STEA era, the
| TS program was | argely devoted to researching and developing ITS
applications and building a foundation on which ITS depl oynent to
commerci al vehicle operations could take place; and

VWHEREAS, the Transportation Efficiency Act for the 21st
Century (TEA-21), authorizing federal funding for transportation
prograns, expired on Septenber 30, 2003. Miltiple extensions of
the current act have been issued in anticipation of conpleting a
nmul ti year reauthorization bill. The current extension (H R 5183)
signed by the President on Septenber 30, 2004, is due to expire on
May 31, 2005; and

VWHEREAS, ongoi ng extensions and t he absence of adequate
fundi ng i npede quality planning and inplenentation of critical
transportation prograns such as Vision-21; and

VWHEREAS, TEA-21 enbraces | STEA' s internodal vision and
recogni zes the opportunity and inportant role that technol ogy
offers in creating that vision. Today |ITS enables us to operate
and manage the transportation network as a single conprehensive
system one that supports the novenent of people and goods across
all nodes of transportation, while still respecting jurisdictional

and nodal operating boundaries; and
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VWHEREAS, with the foundation of ITS now firmy in place,
Anmerica is poised for w despread depl oynent of advanced
transportation solutions. TEA-21 provides the resources and
policy | evers necessary to support the next step in the evolution
of the national ITS program a programthat fosters integrated ITS
deploynent in a way that furthers the vision of a seanl ess
transportati on network; and

VWHEREAS, it is extrenely urgent that Congress and the
Adm ni stration take corrective action and pronptly pass a
mul tiyear fully funded reauthorization bill

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby urge the United States Congress to enact a multiyear
reaut hori zation for the Internodal Surface Transportation
Efficiency Act (I STEA) to assist the State of Mssissippi in the
i npl ementation of critical transportation prograns such as
Vi si on-21.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be forwarded to
the Director of the Federal H ghway Adm nistration and nenbers of
M ssi ssi ppi ' s congressional del egation, and be nmade available to

the Capitol Press Corps.
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