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SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 547

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON COVMENDI NG THE LI FE OF COLONEL
LAWRENCE E. ROBERTS, USAF, RETIRED, OF BILOXI, M SSISSIPPI, A
DECORATED VETERAN AND MEMBER OF THE PRESTI G QUS TUSKEGEE Al RVEN
AND EXPRESSI NG THE SYMPATHY OF THE LEQ SLATURE.

VWHEREAS, Col onel Lawence E. Roberts, United States Air Force
(USAF), Retired, died Tuesday, October 12, 2004, in Biloxi,
M ssi ssi ppi, at 81 years of age; and

VWHEREAS, Col onel Roberts had been a resident of the
M ssi ssippi @Gul f Coast for 35 years, living in Pascagoul a and
Bi l oxi; and

VWHEREAS, Col onel Roberts attended Howard University, received
hi s Bachel or of Science Degree from Mrningside Coll ege, and
received his Master's Degree from Tuskegee Institute; and

VWHEREAS, Col onel Roberts entered the United States Arny Air
Corps as a Private and retired fromthe United States Air Force as
a Colonel. He was a graduate of the 44K C ass of the prestigious
Tuskegee Airnmen. His first assignnment was the training program at
Tuskegee Arny Air Field where he graduated as First Lieutenant and
was assigned to the 477th Medi um Bonbardnment G oup, and |l ater the
332nd Fi ghter Wng; and

VWHEREAS, anong the 19 service nedals and awards received
during his service career are the Legion of Merit with two QCak
Leaf Clusters, the Joint Service Commendation Medal, the United
St ates Force Commendati on Medal, the Distinguished Service O der
and Air Service Medal, received fromthe Republic of Vietnam He
served in nunerous flying, technical and conmand assi gnnments in
the continental United States and Japan, Canada, Turkey and

Vietnam This service included duty as a Jet Fighter Pilot in the
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Air Defense Command and as a Flight Instructor at the fighter
school at WIllians Air Force Base, Ground Electronics Oficer in
Japan and Canada, Chief of G ound Comruni cation-El ectronics and
Met eor ol ogi cal Mai ntenance at an Air D vision Headquarters,
Department Chief for Gound Electronics and O ficer Training at
Keesl er Air Force Base, Conmmander of a NATO conmuni cati ons
organi zati on and Chi ef Conmuni cati ons-El ectroni cs and Logi stics
Advi sor to the Vietnanese Air Force Headquarters, and Commander of
t he Mai ntenance and Supply G oup at Keesler Air Force Base. After
retirement fromthe United States Air Force, he worked for @ obal
Associ ates at the National Space Technol ogy Laboratories; and
VWHEREAS, Col onel Roberts was extrenely involved both in his
church and in his comunity; he was a forner nenber and vice
noder at or of the General Assenbly Council, Presbyterian Church
(USA); fornmer nenber and Chairman of Council of the Presbytery of
M ssi ssi ppi; and an Elder, First Presbyterian Church (USA), Bay
St. Louis, Mssissippi. Colonel Roberts' comrunity activities
i ncl ude being a Menber of the Board of Trustees, Leadership Qulf
Coast; fornmer nenber and Chairman of the Board of Trustees for
Pass Christian School District; former nmenber and Chairnman of the
Executive Board of the M ssissippi School Boards Associ ation;
former menber and Chairman of the Southern Region of the School
Boards Association; and Director of the CGenesis Foundation; and
WHEREAS, Col onel Roberts was preceded in death by his parents
and a brother. He is survived by his wife of 57 years, Ms.
Lucimarian Tolliver Roberts of Biloxi, Mssissippi; three
daughters: Dorothy Roberts MEwen of Long Beach, M ssissippi,
Sal l y- Ann Roberts Craft of New Ol eans, Louisiana, and Robin R
Roberts of New York, New York (ESPN Comentator); one son,
Lawrence E. Roberts Il and wife Cynthia of Houston, Texas; eight
grandchil dren; two great-granddaughters; and nunerous ni eces,

nephews and friends; and

S. C R No. 547 *SS26/R336*
05/ SS26/ R336
PAGE 2



61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76

WHEREAS, it is with sadness that we note the passing of this
decorated veteran who served his country and state in nmany ways,
whose influence will continue his |egacy of strength,
responsibility, integrity and faith for generations, and who was
an American hero and man of Cod:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby commend and cel ebrate the |ife of Colonel Lawence E.
Roberts, USAF, Retired, of Biloxi, Mssissippi, a decorated
vet eran, nmenber of the prestigious Tuskegee Airnen and true
American hero, and express to his surviving famly the synpathy of
the Legislature on his passing.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to
the surviving famly of Col onel Roberts, be forwarded to the
Commander of Keesler Air Force Base, and be nade available to the

Capi tol Press Corps.
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